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Aloha, church family.

Welcome to Reason Together Church.

Whether you are here in the room, joining us online or listening later, I am grateful that we can
open the Scriptures together.

This is a church where honest questions are welcome because we believe truth does not fear
careful examination.

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let us Reason Together the Word of God.

If you are our honored guest today, thank you for trusting us with part of your weekend.

There is a guest card available for you. We ask only for your first name and email address. We
do not need your home address, your phone number or your family history. We would simply
like to thank you for being here and help you stay connected if you choose.

Our Keiki Kids Center is ready to serve your family with a safe, thoughtful and age-appropriate
environment while we study.

After the service, please stay for a cup of coffee in the café. Around here, COFFEE means Christ
Offers Forgiveness For Everyone Everywhere. The coffee is real, the welcome is sincere and
there is always room for one more conversation.

Today we come to the tenth and final study in our series, The Ten Words We Thought We
Knew.

Last time we asked whether every lie is a violation of the ninth commandment.

We discovered that the command against false witness was first heard in the world of public
testimony, where a neighbor's name, freedom and future could be destroyed by dishonest words.
That word dealt with what a witness says where other people can hear it.

The tenth word goes somewhere no human court can go.

It enters the room behind the room.

It addresses what happens before the hand moves, before the mouth speaks and before anybody
else knows there is a problem.

Our question is this:

Why Does God End With a Sin Nobody Else Can See?

Let us pray.

Father, quiet the noise around us and the noise within us.

Give us courage to let Your Word examine desires we have learned to hide even from ourselves.
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Protect us from shallow guilt and lead us into the deep freedom of a heart that trusts You.
Teach us to rejoice in the good You give our neighbor and to receive with gratitude the good
You have given us.

Most of all, show us Jesus, whose grace does not merely restrain our hands but renews our
hearts.

We ask this in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Our principal text is Exodus chapter 20, verse 17. I will read from the King James Version.
“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.”
Before we continue, let me say a word about giving.

We do not pass an offering plate at Reason Together Church and our guests are not expected to
give.

If you have a home church, support your home church faithfully.

For those who call this church home and choose to support its work, there is a giving box
available. Giving is an act of worship, but biblical giving is cheerful and voluntary. It is never
coerced and it is never a fee for hearing the Word of God.

That matters especially today because the tenth commandment confronts the belief that having
more will finally make us whole.

Now keep Exodus 20 open and notice where this commandment stands.

The first word turned Israel toward the God who brought them out of Egypt.

The final word turns Israel toward the desires no neighbor can inspect.

The first asks, “Whom will you worship?”

The last asks, “What do you want?”

Together they expose what rules the heart.

At first glance, the command seems simple. Do not want your neighbor's things.

But if that were all it meant, we would have immediate questions.

Is it wrong to notice a beautiful house?

Is it wrong to hope for a healthy marriage, meaningful work or reliable transportation?

Is every desire for a different circumstance sinful?

No.
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Scripture does not teach that desire itself is evil.

God made human beings with appetites, hopes and the ability to recognize what is good.

The Hebrew verb translated “covet” is chamad.

It can describe something as desirable or pleasing. The word itself does not mean that every
moment of attraction is automatically a moral crime.

The problem is desire that fastens itself to what belongs to another and begins reaching toward
possession.

It is desire that will not honor the boundary around a neighbor's life.

Deuteronomy's retelling of the command uses chamad and another Hebrew verb, avah, a word
for craving or longing.

The vocabulary helps us hear more than a passing thought.

This is desire being fed, rehearsed and given permission to rule.

Admiration can say, “That is good.”

Healthy aspiration can say, “I will work faithfully toward something good.”

Coveting says, “That should be mine, even if it must cease to be yours.”

Coveting does not merely appreciate a blessing.

It turns my neighbor's blessing into evidence that God has cheated me.

That is why the command names the neighbor again and again.

Your neighbor's house.

Your neighbor's wife.

Your neighbor's servants.

Your neighbor's animals.

Anything that is your neighbor's.

The word translated “house” can mean more than the physical building. It can refer to the
household or estate, the whole sphere of a person's ordered life.

The ancient hearer would have understood land, labor, family and livestock as the working fabric
of a household.

We should also say clearly that the text is not giving permission to treat a wife as an object.
Deuteronomy places the neighbor's wife first and then speaks of the neighbor's house, field,

servants and animals. A person is not a piece of property.
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The command confronts the desire to seize any part of the life God has entrusted to another
person.

God is placing a boundary around the neighbor before any theft, adultery or violence occurs.
He is saying, “Your neighbor must be safe not only from your hand. Your neighbor must be safe
from the desire you choose to cultivate.”

That is a remarkable ending to an ancient law code.

Human courts can examine evidence.

They can hear witnesses.

They can judge an act.

They cannot issue a warrant for the secret chambers of the heart.

No Israelite judge could convict a person merely by discovering a private craving.

Yet God could address it because covenant life was never only about avoiding prosecution.
God was forming a people.

He did not merely want hands that had not stolen.

He wanted hearts that did not hunger to take.

He did not merely want bodies that had avoided adultery.

He wanted neighbors who refused to turn one another into objects of consumption.

He did not merely want witnesses who avoided a punishable lie.

He wanted people whose hidden desires did not require a lie to survive.

The tenth word reveals that holiness cannot be measured only by what other people can prove.
That is uncomfortable because many of us learned to define goodness by visibility.

If I did not take it, I am innocent.

If I did not say it, [ am innocent.

If nobody saw it, it does not count.

Then God ends the ten words by turning on the light inside us.

The command does not say, “Thou shalt not be caught coveting.”

It says, “Thou shalt not covet.”

Why does God end there?

Because outward sin is often rehearsed inwardly before it is enacted publicly.

Joshua chapter 7 gives us one of the clearest pictures.

Israel had entered the land and God had forbidden them to take devoted things from Jericho.
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One man named Achan violated that command.

When his sin was uncovered, he described the path in Joshua 7:21:

“When [ saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver,
and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold,
they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent.”

Listen to the sequence.

I saw.

I coveted.

I took.

I hid.

The seeing was not the theft.

The object passed before his eyes.

Then Achan entertained a story about it.

He allowed desire to cross the boundary God had drawn.

He took what was not his and then built a hiding place for what desire had produced.

Sin often follows that path.

We see.

We covet.

We take.

We hide.

Sometimes the taking is physical.

Sometimes we take attention that belongs to another.

Sometimes we take credit, influence or an opportunity by quietly undermining somebody else.
Sometimes we try to take another person's marriage, reputation or place in the room.
Sometimes no outward taking has happened yet, but we have furnished the hiding place in our
imagination.

Achan buried the evidence under his tent.

The tent looked ordinary from the outside.

That is the danger of hidden desire. Everything can look orderly above ground while something
destructive is being protected underneath.

What Achan hid privately affected the whole community publicly.
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Israel suffered defeat at Ai. Families grieved. Courage failed.

The story is severe because God is teaching a covenant people that private sin is never as private
as it promises to be.

Hidden desire changes how we see people.

It changes the decisions we make.

It changes what we are willing to excuse.

It eventually asks somebody else to pay the price.

Micah chapter 2 describes powerful people who lie awake planning how to get what belongs to
others.

“And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away.”

They covet, then they take.

The prophet exposes injustice at its interior starting point.

The seizure of a field begins as a permitted desire in a bed at night.

That means the tenth commandment is not merely private spirituality.

It reaches boardrooms, land deals, pay decisions and systems built by people who decided that
another person's life could be rearranged for their advantage.

The command speaks to the person with little and the person with much.

Poverty is not proof of greed and wealth is not proof of contentment.

A person can covet what seems necessary for survival.

A person can own more than enough and still be consumed by the one thing someone else has.
Think of King Ahab in 1 Kings chapter 21.

He had palaces, servants and royal land.

Naboth had a vineyard beside the palace, an ancestral inheritance he would not sell.

Ahab wanted it.

When Naboth refused, the king went home, turned his face to the wall and would not eat.

His desire had become entitlement.

Jezebel arranged false witnesses against Naboth.

Naboth was killed and Ahab went down to take the vineyard.

In one story, coveting recruits false witness, murder and theft.

The tenth word helps explain the eighth, the ninth and the sixth.

It also reaches back to the seventh because people can covet another person's spouse.
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The final commandment is not an isolated appendix.

It takes us beneath the other violations and asks what the heart had begun to worship.

That is why Colossians 3:5 calls covetousness idolatry.

The tenth commandment circles back to the first.

Coveting enthrones an imagined possession and asks it to be our god.

If I could have that house, then I would be secure.

If I could have that relationship, then I would be loved.

If I could have that position, then I would matter.

If I could have that income, then I could rest.

If I could have that person's health, family, influence, ministry or life, then I would be whole.
The object changes.

The promise stays the same.

“Give me what God has not given me and I will finally be alive.”

That is an act of worship.

The thing may be good.

The hope we place in it is too large.

Jesus warned in Luke 12:15, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth
not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.”

He did not say possessions are imaginary.

Food, shelter and provision matter.

He said possessions cannot carry the weight of a life.

Then Jesus told of a wealthy man whose land produced abundantly.

The man's harvest was not the sin.

His plans reveal the problem.

He speaks only to himself, about himself and for himself.

He has crops but no gratitude.

He has barns but no neighbor.

He has plans but no God.

He says to his soul that stored goods will provide years of ease.

God calls him a fool, not because planning is wrong, but because he asked grain to guarantee

what grain cannot give.
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His full barns concealed an empty account toward God.

Coveting is not cured simply by obtaining the object.

If getting more could cure it, the most prosperous people would always be the most content.
They are not.

Desire trained to say “more” will say it from a larger house.

It will say it after the promotion.

It will say it with a newer car in the driveway.

It will say it after the applause fades.

The comparison simply moves to a different neighbor.

Our world has industrialized comparison.

We can carry thousands of curated lives in one small screen.

We see the vacation without the debt.

We see the smiling family without the argument before the photograph.

We see the ministry platform without the lonely labor.

We see the achievement without the years of disappointment.

Then we compare another person's edited moment with our unedited life.

The tenth word speaks directly into that economy.

It asks us to stop treating another person's blessing as a verdict against God's goodness.

That does not mean we pretend every circumstance is good.

Contentment is not passivity.

It does not require someone to remain in abuse, tolerate injustice or refuse needed change.
Seeking safe housing, fair wages, medical care, meaningful work or justice is not a violation of
this commandment.

Grief over infertility, illness, loneliness or a dream that has not come true is not automatically
coveting.

The Psalms give language to honest lament.

God is not asking you to call pain pleasant.

The question is not whether you long for something good.

The question is what that longing is becoming and what you are willing to do in order to satisfy
it.

Can I bring this desire into God's presence?
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Can I pursue it without violating my neighbor?

Can I receive “not yet” without declaring God unfaithful?

Can I receive “no” without building an altar to bitterness?

Can I rejoice if God gives to my neighbor what I asked Him to give to me?

That last question reaches deep.

Psalm 73 is the prayer of a man who nearly lost his footing because he envied the prosperous.
He watched people who seemed arrogant, healthy and untroubled.

He wondered whether faithfulness had been a waste.

His envy distorted his vision until he entered the sanctuary of God.

The circumstances did not immediately change.

His sight did.

He remembered the end of the story and the nearness of God.

He could say, “Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside
thee.”

The cure for coveting is not learning to want nothing.

It is learning to want God rightly so every other desire can return to its proper size.
Contentment is not emotional anesthesia.

It is settled confidence that the presence of God is not a consolation prize.

Hebrews 13:5 says, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such
things as ye have.”

Then Scripture gives the reason: “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
Notice where contentment rests.

Not in the claim that I already possess everything I could ever need.

Not in the fantasy that tomorrow will contain no loss.

Contentment rests in a Person who will not leave.

The answer to “I do not have what they have” is not “What they have does not matter.”

The answer is “God has not abandoned me.”

Paul said in Philippians 4 that he had learned contentment.

He knew how to be brought low and how to abound.

He had learned to live with plenty and with hunger.

That means contentment is learned, not downloaded in a moment.
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It is practiced in changing circumstances.

When Paul says, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me,” he is not promising
that desire can acquire anything it imagines.

He is testifying that Christ can sustain him whether the cupboard is full or nearly empty.
The verse is not a slogan for getting more.

It is a confession that Christ is enough when circumstances give more or take it away.
Now we need to let the tenth commandment do what Paul says it did in Romans chapter 7.
Paul writes, “I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.”

The Greek word translated “lust” there refers to desire.

Paul could examine his public record and consider himself respectable.
Then the commandment reached inside.

The law did not merely ask whether he had stolen.

It asked what he wanted.

It exposed sin that no neighbor could place on an evidence table.

The tenth word removes our favorite defense: “At least I did not do anything.”

Jesus does the same in the Sermon on the Mount.

He traces murder toward anger and adultery toward lust.

He is not replacing Moses with a harder religion.

He is showing where the law had always been pointing.

God desires truth in the inward parts.

Here is the problem.

Once the law reaches desire, none of us can stand at Sinai and claim a clean record.
We may have restrained the hand while feeding the fantasy.

We may have smiled at a neighbor while resenting the blessing we saw.

We may have called it motivation when it was actually rivalry.

We may have called it discernment when we were looking for reasons that another person did
not deserve what they had.

Even ministry can become a place of coveting.

A pastor can covet another pastor's attendance, reach or reputation.

A church can covet another church's building, budget or influence.

We can use spiritual vocabulary while asking applause to tell us that we matter.
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The final word leaves no safe audience in which to perform righteousness.

God sees the heart.

That truth would be terrifying if the One who sees were unwilling to save.

But the God who speaks the command is the God who began with grace.

Before He said, “Thou shalt not,” He said, “I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”

The ten words were spoken to a rescued people.

God did not tell slaves to purify their desires so He might consider delivering them.

He delivered them and then taught them how free people live.

Coveting is a form of returning to bondage because it lets what we do not have become our
master.

The command is not God trying to make life smaller.

It is God protecting us from a hunger that expands every time we feed it.

Still, the command can expose the heart but it cannot by itself create a new one.

We need more than better concealment.

We need more than behavior management.

We need a Savior.

Jesus entered a world of grasping and lived with open hands.

In the wilderness, the tempter showed Him the kingdoms of the world and offered glory without
the cross.

Jesus refused.

He would not seize a crown by bowing to a false god.

He trusted the Father even when obedience led through hunger and suffering.

Second Corinthians 8:9 says, “Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye
through his poverty might be rich.”

Coveting says, “What is yours should become mine.”

The Gospel announces that Jesus willingly gave what was His for our good.

We wanted the inheritance without the rightful Son.

In Jesus' parable, the tenants saw the heir and said, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let
us seize on his inheritance.”

That is coveting carried to its terrible conclusion.
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Humanity rejected the Son in an attempt to possess life on our own terms.
Yet at the cross, the rejected Son bore the judgment of grasping people.
He died for our visible sins and our invisible ones.

He was buried and rose again on the third day.

The risen Christ does not simply forgive what our hands have done.

By His Spirit, He begins to reorder what our hearts desire.

The Gospel does not leave us saying, “I must never want.”

It teaches us to say, “Lord, teach me what is worth wanting.”

So how do we practice freedom from coveting?

First, name the “if only” sentence.

If only I had their income.

If only I had their marriage.

If only my children achieved what theirs achieved.

If only I had their health, their home, their opportunity or their recognition.
Complete the sentence honestly before God.

Then ask, “What am [ expecting this thing to give me that only God can give?”
Security?

Identity?

Love?

Rest?

Proof that my life matters?

The object may be legitimate. The burden you placed on it is not.
Second, bless the person you are tempted to envy.

Pray for their good by name.

Thank God for the evidence of grace in their life.

Coveting needs the neighbor's blessing to shrink so we can feel larger.
Love asks God to make the neighbor flourish.

That prayer may feel difficult at first.

Pray it anyway and keep praying until your heart can celebrate without pretending.
Third, practice specific gratitude.

Not vague positivity.
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Name three gifts God has placed in your life today.

Daily bread.

A person who tells you the truth.

A body that carried you into the day, even if it carries pain.

A Scripture that met you at the right moment.

A table, a task, a sunrise or a second chance.

Gratitude does not deny what is missing.

It refuses to let what is missing erase what is present.

Fourth, practice generosity.

Coveting closes the fist around an imagined possession.

Generosity opens the hand around a real one.

Give money.

Share credit.

Offer time.

Create an opportunity for someone who cannot repay you.

Generosity trains the heart to believe that God is the giver and possessions are tools, not masters.
Fifth, interrupt needless comparison.

If a certain feed, account or conversation repeatedly turns gratitude into resentment, step away
from it.

That is not weakness.

It is wisdom.

You do not have to place your heart in front of every advertisement designed to make
contentment feel like failure.

Finally, bring desire into community before it builds a hiding place.

Tell a mature believer, “l am becoming consumed by this. Please pray with me and ask me
honest questions.”

Sin grows in secrecy.

Grace teaches us to bring what is under the tent into the light.

Maybe the Holy Spirit has already named something for you.

Do not turn this moment into a promise that you will try harder to appear content.

Bring the real desire to Jesus.
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He already sees it.

Confession does not provide new information to God.

It is our decision to agree with Him and stop defending the hiding place.

Some of you may realize that your deepest need today is not a new strategy but a new
relationship with God.

The law has shown you more than an isolated habit.

It has shown you a heart that has placed other things where God belongs.

The good news is that Jesus Christ came to save sinners.

You do not clean the hidden room and then invite Him inside.

You invite Him in because only He can make you clean.

He died for your sin, was buried and rose again.

Salvation is received by grace through faith.

If you are ready to trust Him, you can speak to Him now.

The words do not save you. Jesus saves. Let the words express the faith of your heart.
Lord Jesus, I confess that I am a sinner.

I have desired created things more than I have desired You.

I have sinned in ways others could see and in ways only You could see.

I believe You died for my sins and rose again.

I turn from ruling my own life and place my trust in You.

Forgive me, make me new and teach me to follow You.

I receive Your grace as a gift.

I ask this in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

If you prayed that prayer in faith, please tell someone before you leave or contact us this week.
We would be honored to pray with you and help you take your next step with Christ.
Church, let us pray together.

Father, thank You for speaking not only to the life people see but to the heart only You can fully
know.

Forgive us for measuring Your goodness by somebody else's portion.

Forgive us for feeding desires that made neighbors into rivals and blessings into idols.

By Your Spirit, teach us contentment that is honest, courageous and rooted in Your presence.
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Give us open hands.

Make us quick to celebrate another person's good, quick to share what You have entrusted to us
and quick to confess what we have tried to hide.

Form in us desires that reflect the heart of Jesus.

We ask this in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Before we leave, take one practical step.

Write down the “if only” sentence that has been directing too much of your attention.

Do not shame yourself for having a longing.

Place it before God and ask what promise you have attached to it.

Then choose one act of gratitude, one prayer of blessing for your neighbor and one act of
generosity this week.

Do not wait for your feelings to become perfect before you practice freedom.

We have now walked through all ten words.

We heard that the God who commands is first the God who rescues.

The first word freed us from false masters.

The second taught us that God cannot be reduced to an image we control.

The third showed us that His name must not be carried for emptiness.

The fourth returned time to us as a gift rather than a tyrant.

The fifth called us to honor the story and relationships through which life reached us.

The sixth placed our neighbor's life under God's protection.

The seventh placed covenant faithfulness and the human body under God's protection.

The eighth guarded the neighbor's goods and labor.

The ninth guarded the neighbor's name against destructive testimony.

The tenth tells us that even the unseen life of desire belongs before God.

These words are not ten unrelated restrictions.

They reveal the shape of a people who have been rescued from slavery and are learning to live
near God and safely beside one another.

They lead us from worship to work, from time to family, from life to covenant, from possessions
to speech and finally into the heart.

They also show us why we need grace.
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At the foot of Sinai, none of us can boast.

At the foot of the cross, none of us needs to hide.

The law names the bondage.

Jesus breaks its claim.

The Spirit teaches rescued people how to walk in freedom.

So we leave this series with one final question, not for the next study but for the next morning:
What would it look like to live today as someone God has already brought out of bondage?
Worship Him alone.

Receive His gifts without trying to control Him.

Carry His name with truth.

Receive His rest.

Honor people.

Protect life.

Keep covenant.

Use possessions faithfully.

Tell the truth for your neighbor's good.

Bring your desires into the light.

We have heard ten words.

Now, by grace, let us become a people whose life together makes those words visible.

Please stay and join us in the café.

Bring your questions, meet someone new and continue the conversation over a cup of COFFEE:
Christ Offers Forgiveness For Everyone Everywhere.

Thank you for walking through The Ten Words We Thought We Knew with us.

May the God who brought His people out of bondage keep forming us into a people of freedom,
truth and love.

Aloha Nui Loa.
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Introduction

The ninth Word governed testimony other people could hear. The tenth enters a room no human court
can search. It addresses what happens before the hand moves, before the mouth speaks and before
anyone else can prove that a problem exists. God closes the Ten Words by speaking to desire.

That does not make every longing sinful. We can recognize beauty, pursue meaningful work, desire
safe housing, seek medical care, grieve infertility or injustice and hope for change. Coveting is desire
deliberately fed into entitlement toward the neighbor: that should become mine even if it must cease to
be yours. It treats another person's blessing as evidence that God has cheated us.

This Commentary develops the sermon through the Hebrew vocabulary, ancient household, Achan,
Micah, Ahab, the rich fool, Psalm 73, Hebrews 13, Philippians 4, Romans 7 and Christ. It moves from
hidden desire to idolatry, contentment, open-handed practice and the completion of the entire series.

Controlling answer: God ends with coveting because covenant holiness cannot be measured only by
visible conduct. The tenth Word reaches desire before theft, adultery, violence or false witness
becomes outward. It protects the neighbor from desire cultivated toward possession and exposes our
need for Christ, whose grace forgives hidden sin and begins reordering what the heart wants.

1. The Final Word Enters the Hidden Room

Beyond Human Jurisdiction

A court can examine evidence, hear testimony and judge an act. It cannot issue a warrant for a private
craving. God can speak there because covenant life was never limited to avoiding prosecution.

Holiness Is More Than Visibility

The command does not say, Do not be caught coveting. It removes the defense that nothing outward
happened. God seeks hands that do not take and hearts that do not rehearse the taking.

2. The First and Last Words Face One Another

Whom Will You Worship?

The first Word turns Israel toward the LORD who brought them from bondage. It refuses every rival
master and begins the covenant in grace.

What Do You Want?

The tenth Word asks what promise desire attaches to a created good. Together the first and last expose
the worship of the heart. Colossians 3:5 therefore calls covetousness idolatry.

3. Not Every Desire Is Coveting

Chamad Can Name Something Desirable

The Hebrew verb chamad may describe something attractive, precious or pleasing. The word itself does
not make every moment of attraction a moral crime. Context and direction matter.
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Avah Adds the Sense of Craving

Deuteronomy uses chamad and avah in its restatement. The forbidden desire is not mere noticing. It is
fed, rehearsed and given permission to rule against the boundary around the neighbor.

4. Admiration, Aspiration and Entitlement

Admiration Can Recognize Good

A person may see a beautiful house, faithful marriage, useful skill or fruitful ministry and say, That is
good. Gratitude for goodness does not require possession.

Coveting Says It Should Be Mine

Healthy aspiration can work faithfully toward a similar good. Coveting fixes upon the neighbor's
particular portion and says it should become mine even if it must cease to be theirs.

5. The Neighbor Is More Than a List of Things

House Means a Household or Estate

The ancient house could include land, labor, family, animals and the ordered economic life that carried
a household into the future. The command protects the whole entrusted sphere.

People Are Not Property

The text does not authorize treating a wife or servant as an object. It confronts desire to possess,
displace or consume any part of another person's life. The neighbor must be safe from our cultivated
desire.

6. Achan Shows the Path From Desire to Hiding

| Saw, | Coveted, | Took

Achan named the sequence after taking devoted goods from Jericho. Seeing was not the theft. The
decisive movement came when desire crossed God's boundary and reached toward possession.

Then | Hid

The goods disappeared beneath an ordinary-looking tent. Hidden desire builds hiding places, but what
Achan protected privately produced defeat and grief publicly. Secret sin is rarely as private as it
promises to be.

7. Micah Shows Desire Becoming a System

They Covet Fields and Take Them

Micah describes powerful people lying awake to devise how another family's field and house can be
seized. Public injustice begins in desire granted inward permission.
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The Tenth Word Is Not Merely Private Spirituality

Coveting can shape land deals, contracts, pay decisions and institutions. A hidden heart may construct
procedures that make another person carry the cost of its entitlement.

8. Ahab Lets Coveting Recruit Other Sins

Abundance Did Not Produce Contentment

Ahab had royal land, servants and power, yet Naboth's vineyard became the one thing he had to
possess. Naboth's refusal exposed desire that had become entitlement.

False Witness, Murder and Theft Followed

Jezebel arranged testimony, Naboth was killed and Ahab took the vineyard. One story joins the tenth
Word to the ninth, eighth and sixth. Coveting another person's spouse similarly reaches toward the
seventh.

9. Coveting Makes Created Goods Carry God-Sized Promises

The Object Changes but the Promise Remains

If I had that house, relationship, income, health, ministry or recognition, then I would be secure, loved,
rested or whole. The thing may be good, but the promise assigned to it is too large.

This Is Why Covetousness Is Idolatry

The desired object becomes a rival source of life. Coveting circles back to the first Word by enthroning
an imagined possession and asking it to do what only God can do.

10. Full Barns Can Conceal an Empty Account

The Harvest Was Not the Sin

In Luke 12 the rich man's land produced abundantly. Planning and provision were not condemned. His
speech revealed goods without gratitude, barns without neighbor and plans without God.

A Life Cannot Be Stored

The man asked grain to guarantee years and ease. Jesus warns that life does not consist in abundance.
More cannot cure desire trained to say more. Comparison simply moves to a different neighbor.

11. Comparison Has Been Industrialized

We Carry Curated Lives on a Screen

We see the vacation without debt, the smiling photograph without the argument, the achievement
without years of disappointment and the platform without lonely labor.
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An Edited Moment Is Not a Whole Life

The tenth Word asks us to stop comparing another person's selected moment with our unedited life.
Technology may amplify comparison, but the heart still decides whether the neighbor's blessing
becomes a verdict against God.

12. Contentment Is Not Passivity

Pain Does Not Have to Pretend

Contentment does not call illness pleasant, deny loneliness or forbid grief. The Psalms give faithful
language to lament. God does not shame a person for longing for safety, family, health or meaningful
work.

Faithful Change Honors the Neighbor

Seeking protection from abuse, fair wages, care, justice or better circumstances is not coveting. The
question is what the longing becomes and whether we can pursue it without violating the neighbor or
displacing God.

13. Psalm 73 Reorders Sight

Envy Nearly Moved the Psalmist

The prosperous seemed healthy and untroubled, and faithfulness appeared wasted. Envy did not merely
observe unequal circumstances. It interpreted another person's portion as proof that God had failed.
The Sanctuary Changed the View

Circumstances did not immediately change, but the psalmist remembered God's presence and the end of
the story. The cure is not wanting nothing. It is wanting God rightly so every other desire can return to
its proper size.

14. Contentment Rests in a Person

| Will Never Leave Thee

Hebrews 13 joins contentment to God's promise never to leave or forsake His people. Contentment is
not the claim that everything needed is already possessed. It is confidence that God has not abandoned
us.

Paul Learned Contentment

Philippians 4 includes plenty and hunger, abundance and need. Christ strengthened Paul through both. 1
can do all things is not a slogan for getting more but testimony that Christ sustains when circumstances
give or take away.
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15. The Law Removes Outward Respectability

Romans 7 Names the Inward Exposure

Paul writes that he had not known desire except the law said, Thou shalt not covet. The tenth Word
reached beneath his public record and asked what he wanted.

At Sinai None Can Boast

We may restrain the hand while feeding the fantasy or smile while resenting a blessing. The final Word
leaves no audience before whom we can perform righteousness. The God who sees the heart also began
the Words with rescue.

16. Jesus Lived With Open Hands

He Refused a Crown Through False Worship

The tempter offered the kingdoms of the world without the cross. Jesus would not seize glory by
bowing to a rival. He trusted the Father through hunger and suffering.

He Became Poor for Our Good

Coveting says, What is yours should become mine. The Gospel announces that the rightful Son
willingly gave Himself. He died for visible and invisible sin, was buried and rose again.

17. Grace Begins to Reorder Desire

The Command Exposes but Cannot Create a New Heart

We need more than restrained conduct, better concealment or an improved appearance of contentment.
We need the Savior and the renewing work of His Spirit.

The Gospel Teaches What Is Worth Wanting

Christ does not leave us saying, I must never want. Grace teaches us to ask God to order our loves,
receive created goods as gifts and seek the neighbor's flourishing rather than possession of the
neighbor's portion.

18. Practice Open-Handed Freedom

Name, Bless, Thank, Give and Interrupt

Complete the if-only sentence and ask what God-sized promise has been attached to it. Bless the person
you envy, name specific gifts, practice generosity and step away from comparison that repeatedly turns
gratitude into resentment.

Bring the Hidden Desire Into Community

Tell a mature believer when a desire is building a hiding place. Confession gives God no new
information. It is agreement with Him and refusal to keep defending the hidden room.
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For the Person Ready to Trust Christ

You may pray: Lord Jesus, | confess that I am a sinner. I have desired created things more than [ have
desired You. I have sinned in ways others could see and in ways only You could see. I believe You
died for my sins and rose again. Forgive me, make me new and teach me to follow You. I receive Your
grace as a gift. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Pastoral Summary
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The tenth Word reaches desire no neighbor can inspect and no human court can prosecute by itself.
God closes the Decalogue in the heart because holiness is more than visible restraint.

Chamad can describe desirability; the context identifies forbidden desire toward the neighbor's portion.
Deuteronomy adds avah and reinforces craving deliberately entertained and directed.

Admiration and faithful aspiration are not identical to entitlement.

The household list protects the neighbor's entrusted life and never makes a human being an object.
Achan reveals the pattern of seeing, coveting, taking and hiding.

Micah shows that private desire may become organized public injustice.

Ahab shows coveting recruiting false witness, murder and theft.

Covetousness becomes idolatry when a created good receives God-sized promises.

Abundance does not cure a heart trained to demand more.

Curated comparison places another person's edited moment beside our unedited life.

Contentment does not forbid lament, safety, justice, care or meaningful change.

Psalm 73 restores God to the center before circumstances change.

Hebrews 13 roots contentment in the God who will not leave.

Philippians 4 presents contentment as learned across abundance and need.

Romans 7 shows that the command exposes inward sin and removes outward boasting.

Jesus lived with open hands, died for hidden and visible sin and rose to make people new.

The Spirit trains desire through gratitude, blessing, generosity, wise limits and truthful community.
The ten Words describe rescued people learning to live near God and safely beside one another.

Desire, Contentment and Open Hands Worksheet
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Complete this sentence honestly: If only I had , then [ would be

Identify the person, image or situation that most often activates this desire.

Name whether you are noticing, aspiring, grieving, envying or reaching toward entitlement.
Ask what the desired good is expected to provide: security, identity, love, rest, control or worth.
State the boundary that protects the neighbor's particular life and portion.

Identify a faithful way to pursue a similar good without diminishing another person.

Ask whether you can receive not yet or no without calling God unfaithful.

Write a prayer asking God to bless the neighbor you are tempted to envy.

Name three specific gifts present today without denying what remains painful.

Choose one source of needless comparison to limit or leave.

Choose one act of generosity involving money, time, opportunity, hospitality or credit.

Tell one mature believer where desire has begun building a hiding place.

Bring the real desire to Christ rather than promising merely to appear content.

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

E:

Why does God end the Ten Words with a desire no human court can see?
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2. How do the first and final commandments interpret one another?

3. What do chamad and avah contribute to the meaning of coveting?

4. How do admiration, aspiration and coveting differ?

5. What does house include in the ancient household setting?

6. How does the command protect people from objectification?

7. What happens in Achan's sequence of seeing, coveting, taking and hiding?
8. How does Micah connect private desire to public injustice?

9. Which other commandments does Ahab's desire recruit?

10. Why does Paul call covetousness idolatry?

11. What did the rich fool expect possessions to guarantee?

12. How does curated comparison distort our view of the neighbor and God?
13. Why is contentment compatible with lament and faithful change?

14. What changed for the psalmist when he entered the sanctuary?

15. Why does Hebrews ground contentment in God's presence?

16. What does Philippians 4:13 mean within abundance and need?

17. How does Romans 7 remove outward respectability as a refuge?

18. How does Jesus' open-handed life answer coveting?

19. Which practice of open-handed freedom do you need this week?

20. How do all ten Words describe a rescued community?

Prayer

Our Heavenly Father, thank You for speaking not only to the life people see but to the heart only You
fully know. Forgive us for measuring Your goodness by somebody else's portion and for feeding
desires that made neighbors into rivals and blessings into idols.

Protect us from shallow guilt. Teach us to distinguish temptation, grief and faithful aspiration from
desire welcomed into entitlement. Give safety to those who must leave harm, justice to those who have
been denied what is right and honest contentment that never becomes passivity.

By Your Spirit, teach us to bless another person's good, name Your gifts and open our hands. Give
courage to confess what we have hidden. Reorder our loves so houses, relationships, health, income,
influence and recognition remain gifts rather than gods.

Thank You for Jesus Christ, who refused grasped glory and gave Himself for our good. Thank You that
He died for visible and invisible sin, was buried and rose again. At the foot of Sinai keep us from
boasting, and at the foot of the cross keep us from hiding. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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Series Conclusion

We have heard ten Words, but not ten unrelated restrictions. The God who commands is first the God
who rescues. He frees His people from false masters, refuses images that place Him under human
control, protects His name, returns time as a gift, honors received relationships, guards life, covenant,
possessions and reputation and finally brings hidden desire into the light.

At the foot of Sinai none of us can boast. At the foot of the cross none of us needs to hide. The law
names the bondage. Jesus breaks its claim. The Spirit teaches rescued people how to walk in freedom.
By grace, may our life together make the ten Words visible in worship, truth and love.
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