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Aloha.
Welcome to Reason Together Church.

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been part of this conversation from the
beginning, I am glad you are here.

We are especially honored by every guest who has joined us today.

If you would like us to stay in touch, our guest card asks for only your first name and email
address.

There is no pressure and we will not overwhelm you with messages.

Our Keiki Kids Center is also available for families who would like to use it.
You are not expected to arrive with all the answers.

Neither am .

We come with questions.

We open the Bible.

And we reason together from the Word of God.

That is why our invitation is simple.

Bring your questions.

Open your Bible.

Let's Reason Together the Word of God.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, thank You for allowing us to gather in the name of Jesus Christ.
Thank You for every person who is here.

Quiet the distractions around us and within us.

Help us hear what Your Word actually says.

Correct us where habit has replaced truth.

Convict us where convenience has replaced commitment.

Protect us from measuring devotion by a clock or judging another person's heart.
Teach us to consider one another.

And if someone here does not know Jesus Christ as Savior, draw that person to Him today.
In Jesus' name, Amen.

Our Scripture reading is found in Hebrews chapter 10, beginning with verse 19.
The Bible says:

"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,

By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his
flesh;
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And having an high priest over the house of God;

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching."

That is Hebrews 10:19-25.

We often quote the final verse by itself.

Today we are going to put it back where God placed it.

Before we begin our study, let me briefly mention giving.

If you are our guest, we do not expect you to give anything.

We are grateful that you gave us your time by being here.

If you are a member of another church, we encourage you to give through your home church.
Reason Together Church does not pass a plate.

If this is your church and the Lord has led you to give, there is a giving box in the back.
Give only as you are led.

Give cheerfully.

God loves a cheerful giver.

What we place in a giving box can reveal something about our priorities.

But so can what we place on our calendars.

Our time, our attention and our availability can also become offerings to God.

And that brings me to something my wife once asked in a church parking lot.

Many of you know that I married a beautiful woman from the Philippines.

After we were married, Danielin and I remained in the Philippines for close to a year.
We traveled from city to city and from church to church.

I preached.

She sang.

If the congregation did not speak English, she translated.

We witnessed in neighborhoods.

We helped with feedings.

We visited squatter villages.

We spent time in places where the poverty was difficult to comprehend.

During those months I regularly encountered things that were unfamiliar to me.
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The sights were different.
The smells were different.
The foods were different.

Sometimes people spoke to me in English and I still needed my wife to tell me what they had
said.

She understood the culture.

I did not.

She knew which details were ordinary and which ones should concern me.
She helped me interpret a world that was new to me.

Then she received her visa and we moved to America.

Almost overnight, our roles reversed.

Now I was the one explaining things.

When Mama D arrived, she discovered toilets that flushed themselves.

She discovered faucets that released water simply because she placed her hands underneath
them.

We drove from Maine, where we visited my family, to Florida, where we planned to live.
The interstate highways allowed cars to travel faster than she had ever seen.

The roads seemed unusually clean.

The rest areas looked like parks.

There were trees everywhere.

There were radio stations everywhere.

There were restaurants everywhere.

And every store seemed to contain more choices than any person could possibly need.
Even the price of a hamburger surprised her.

One hamburger in America could cost more than some of her friends earned in a week.
It was a memorable season in our marriage.

Nearly every day contained another discovery.

I thought I was introducing Mama D to America.

I did not realize that she was about to introduce me to the American church.

To understand what happened, you need to understand what church meant to her.
Mama D grew up as the daughter of a Baptist preacher.

Their home and their church building were essentially the same place.

Church was not somewhere the family visited for one hour each week.

Church life surrounded them.

REASON TOGETHER CHURCH | 3



WHEN DOES CHURCH END? | SERMON TRANSCRIPT

Nearly every day contained some kind of church activity.

There were prayer meetings.

There were Bible studies.

There were worship services.

There was neighborhood canvassing.

There was visitation.

There were sick members who needed care.

There were children who needed someone to bring them to church.

There were people who needed to hear the Gospel.

After high school, she attended the Bible College of Bible Baptist Church.
She graduated as valedictorian.

She could have accepted a position at a church that offered a relatively comfortable salary.
Instead, she chose to work among people living in dump sites and squatter villages.
That was the world from which she came.

Church was not merely one event on Mama D's calendar.

Church was woven through her calendar.

It was woven through her home.

It was woven through her friendships.

It was woven through her education.

It was woven through her understanding of service.

Soon after arriving in Florida, we needed to find a church.

First Baptist Central Florida appeared to share our beliefs.

It also had several Filipinos in the congregation.

I knew of the church and its reputation, but I had never attended.

So one Sunday morning, Mama D and I drove there together.

As we turned into the property, she asked whether I was certain we were in the right place.
The parking lot was enormous.

There were several buildings.

Cars seemed to be everywhere.

She had difficulty believing that all of it belonged to one church.

When we reached the front door, a gentleman opened it and welcomed us.
As the door opened, cold air rushed toward her.

She was startled.
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She had never attended a church with air conditioning.

Even the large church we had visited in Cebu had only a few floor fans.
Then she noticed the children.

The boys wore suits and ties.

The girls wore beautiful dresses.

Only a few weeks earlier, we had helped bring children to church who had little more than a T-
shirt to wear.

Some arrived with almost no clothing at all.

Many members had walked 30 or 45 minutes just to attend.
Now Mama D was watching entire families arrive in their own cars.
We entered the sanctuary.

She stopped.

The floor was carpeted.

Every seat was cushioned.

Projectors hung where everyone could see them.

Speakers hung from the ceiling.

The singers had individual microphones.

The sound was beautiful.

She had worshiped in welding shops.

She had worshiped in living rooms.

She had worshiped in open fields.

She had attended churches where having enough chairs for everyone would have been
considered a luxury.

She leaned toward me and whispered, "This is the most beautiful church I have ever seen."
She could hardly contain herself.

She tried unsuccessfully to hold back her tears.

Please notice what she did not do.

She did not walk into that American church and criticize it.

She did not condemn its comfort.

She did not despise its equipment.

She was overwhelmed by its blessings.

She saw what that congregation possessed and considered it beautiful.

The music began.

The congregation sang.
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The pastor preached.

The invitation was given.

Announcements were made.

The pastor prayed.

And after approximately one hour, the service ended.

People stood and began walking toward the exits.

Mama D followed the crowd outside.

Then she noticed that people were walking toward their cars.

She looked at me and asked, "Why are all those people going to their cars?"
She was not making a joke.

The thought that everyone was going home had not even crossed her mind.
She understood that one part of the day had ended.

She did not understand why church had ended with it.

And that brings us to our question.

When does church end?

To appreciate her confusion, consider the schedule she knew.

Monday evening was prayer meeting.

Tuesday was visitation.

Wednesday was the service at the main church.

Thursday was the service at the local extension church.

Friday was Bible study.

Saturday morning began around seven o'clock with prayer and visitation.
Saturday evening might contain another prayer meeting or choir practice.
Sunday began early.

Around six-thirty, church members went into the community to pick up children for Sunday
school.

Then came their own Sunday school.

Then the morning worship service.

After that came lunch.

Most people brought food and remained together.
Then came an afternoon service and small groups.
Later there was an evening service.

So when an American worship service ended after an hour, Mama D did not think, "That was a
short service."
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She thought, "What are we doing next?"

Her reaction is revealing.

But we must be careful with it.

The Bible never commands every church to reproduce that Philippine schedule.
Mama D's calendar is not Scripture.

Filipino tradition is not our final authority.
American tradition is not our final authority either.
The Word of God is our authority.

So let us ask the Bible.

Does Scripture require a Sunday morning service?
Does it require a Sunday evening service?

Does it require a Wednesday evening service?

Does it require three hours on Sunday?

Does it require one hour?

Does it give us a minimum sermon length?

Does it tell us when the choir should practice?

Does it require a carpeted sanctuary?

Does it require a church building at all?

The answer to those questions is no.

The New Testament gives us no spiritual stopwatch.
We cannot prove that three hours is holier than one merely because it is longer.

We cannot prove that six weekly meetings are holier than two merely because there are more of
them.

The absence of a timetable, however, does not mean the absence of a command.
Hebrews says, "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together."

What does that actually require?

We need to begin before verse 25.

Verse 19 says that we have boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.
Before Hebrews talks about our gathering, it talks about Christ's sacrifice.

Before it tells us what we should do, it tells us what Jesus has done.

Jesus opened a new and living way.

Jesus is our high priest.

Jesus made access to God possible.
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Church does not begin with a calendar.

Church begins with Christ.

Then the writer gives three invitations.

"Let us draw near."

"Let us hold fast."

"Let us consider one another."

Let us draw near to God because Jesus opened the way.

Let us hold fast because the One who promised is faithful.

And let us consider one another because none of us was designed to persevere alone.
That third statement deserves our attention.

The Bible does not merely say, "Let us consider whether we attended."

It says, "Let us consider one another."

That means I must take my eyes off myself long enough to notice you.

I must notice when you are discouraged.

I must notice when you are carrying a burden.

I must notice when your faith is weakening.

I must notice when you need correction.

I must notice when you have done something good that should be encouraged.
I must notice when you disappear.

That is difficult to do while watching the clock and planning how quickly I can reach my car.
Verse 24 says that we are to provoke one another unto love and good works.
The word "provoke" often has a negative sound.

Most of us have met someone who possessed the spiritual gift of aggravation.
That is not the gift being described here.

We are to stimulate one another toward love.

We are to move one another toward good works.

Then verse 25 says not to forsake assembling, but to exhort one another.

The gathering is not an end in itself.

It is one of God's means for helping His people hold fast.

The people receiving Hebrews were under pressure.

Later in the chapter, the writer reminds them of reproaches and afflictions.
Some had been made companions of people who suffered.

Some had shown compassion toward prisoners.
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Some had endured the loss of possessions.

In that setting, withdrawing from other believers could become spiritually dangerous.
Fear could produce isolation.

Discouragement could produce isolation.

Shame could produce isolation.

And isolation could make it easier to abandon the faith entirely.

That helps us understand the phrase, "as the manner of some is."

The passage is describing a manner.

A pattern.

A habit.

It is not condemning every individual absence.

If you miss a Sunday because you are sick, you have not abandoned Christ's body.

If you remain home to care for a sick spouse, you have not abandoned Christ's body.
If a disability makes attending difficult, God is not standing over you with an attendance sheet.

If your employer requires you to work, we should not casually condemn what we do not
understand.

If transportation fails or a family emergency occurs, that is not what this warning is describing.
Some people are absent because they do not care.

Others are absent while wishing desperately that they could be here.

God knows the difference.

And a healthy church should know its people well enough to recognize the difference too.
Hebrews confronts the settled habit of withdrawal.

It confronts the idea that a Christian can deliberately separate from the body and lose nothing
important.

It confronts the comfortable belief that private faith is all we need.
Christianity is personal.

But Christianity was never intended to be solitary.

The New Testament tells us to love one another.

Serve one another.

Forgive one another.

Pray for one another.

Comfort one another.

Admonish one another.

Receive one another.
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Show hospitality to one another.

Confess our faults to one another.

Bear one another's burdens.

And provoke one another unto love and good works.

How can I bear a burden that I never remain long enough to discover?

How can I comfort someone whose name I never learn?

How can I notice spiritual danger in a person I see only from the back of his head?

How can I rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep if I never know what is
happening in their lives?

Gathering is important.

But gathering is not automatically the same as belonging.

A person can sit in the same seat every Sunday and remain almost completely unknown.
No one knows that his faith is weakening.

No one knows that her marriage is struggling.

No one knows that the family is short of food.

No one knows that temptation is winning.

No one knows that loneliness has become overwhelming.

And then one Sunday the seat is empty.

If no one noticed the person while present, no one may notice the absence either.

You can attend an assembly without ever sharing life with the body.

That is why the question is larger than, "Were you in church?"

The question is, "Did you consider one another?"

Do I know the people with whom I worship well enough to obey the Bible concerning them?
The book of Acts gives us a picture of this shared life.

Acts 2:42 says:

"And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayers."

Notice the phrase "continued stedfastly."

This was not casual.

This was not occasional.

This was not something they did only when nothing more interesting appeared on the calendar.
They continued in the apostles' doctrine.

Truth mattered.

They continued in fellowship.
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Relationships mattered.

They continued in breaking of bread.

Shared remembrance and shared meals mattered.

They continued in prayers.

Seeking God together mattered.

The passage continues:

"And all that believed were together, and had all things common;

And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.

And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved."

These believers did not merely share a building.

They shared doctrine.

They shared meals.

They shared prayers.

They shared possessions.

They shared burdens.

They shared mission.

And the Lord added to the church.

We should not turn Acts 2 into a rigid schedule that every congregation must copy.
Jerusalem's exact timetable is described, not imposed upon every church in every place.
But we should not explain the passage away until none of its devotion remains.

The Spirit created a people whose faith changed how they used their homes, their tables, their
money and their time.

The early Christians did not merely attend church.

They shared life as the church.

At this point, someone might conclude that more meetings must always be better.
That conclusion would also be wrong.

First Corinthians chapter 11 gives us a necessary correction.

Paul told the church at Corinth:

"Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better, but
for the worse."

Think about that sentence.
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They came together.

They had a recognizable congregation.

They observed the Lord's Supper.

They ate together.

And Paul said their gathering was doing more harm than good.

There were divisions among them.

Some ate while others remained hungry.

The poor were humiliated.

They failed to discern the body.

Hebrews describes people failing because they did not assemble.

First Corinthians describes people failing in the way they assembled.

We need both passages.

A crowded church calendar can coexist with an empty heart.

A person can attend every service and still be proud.

A person can remain at church all day and still refuse to forgive.

A person can volunteer for every program while neglecting a spouse or child.
A church can be busy and still fail to show mercy.

More activity does not automatically produce more maturity.

Longer is not automatically better.

But shorter is not automatically wiser either.

Scripture calls us away from both legalism and convenience.

There is one church meeting in the Bible that should encourage every long-winded preacher.
Acts chapter 20 tells us that Paul preached until midnight.

A young man named Eutychus was sitting in a third-floor window.

He fell asleep.

Then he fell out of the window.

The situation became serious, but God graciously restored him.

That passage proves that long church meetings occurred in the first century.
It also proves that falling asleep during a sermon has Biblical precedent.

But please notice that the Bible never says Eutychus had the spiritual gift of sleeping.
And if anyone feels tired today, I strongly recommend avoiding third-floor windows.
Paul was leaving the next day.

The circumstances were unusual.
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The passage records a lengthy gathering.

It does not command every preacher to continue until midnight.
There is no spiritual stopwatch.

The question is not simply how long the gathering lasted.

The question is what the gathering produced.

Did it honor Christ?

Was Scripture taught?

Did believers pray?

Were burdens carried?

Were people encouraged?

Was anyone provoked unto love and good works?

Was the congregation prepared to serve?

Was the Gospel proclaimed?

That is a more Biblical measurement than minutes.

Still, Mama D's question should make many of us uncomfortable.
Why are all those people going to their cars?

Why are we sometimes so eager for worship to end?

Why can a ball game continue for hours without complaint, while ten additional minutes in
church feels unreasonable?

Why can we watch one more episode when we are too tired to pray?

Why can recreation be protected on the calendar while fellowship with believers receives
whatever time remains?

Luke chapter 14 records Jesus telling a parable about a great supper.

The invited guests began to make excuses.

One had purchased land.

One had purchased oxen.

One had married a wife.

Land was not sinful.

Oxen were not sinful.

Marriage was certainly not sinful.

The problem was that good and ordinary parts of life displaced the invitation.
Most Christians do not wake up one morning and announce, "I have decided to abandon God."
Spiritual drift is usually quieter than that.

One busy week becomes two.
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One missed gathering becomes a pattern.

One recreational activity occupies another space.
One disappointment becomes resentment.

One hurt becomes distance.

Soon the person who once served with joy has become a stranger to the people who once prayed
beside him.

We should ask ourselves a difficult question.

When does a legitimate responsibility become a spiritual excuse?

Work is a responsibility.

Caregiving is a responsibility.

Raising children is a responsibility.

Rest is necessary.

God does not ask us to pretend that these things do not matter.

But an excuse is something we repeatedly use to avoid what we do not value enough to do.
Only God completely knows another person's heart.

So before we aim that question at anyone else, we should aim it at ourselves.

What does my calendar say that I value?

What always receives my best energy?

What receives only what is left?

If every member participated exactly as I participate, what kind of church would we have?
Would anyone be visited?

Would anyone be encouraged?

Would anyone's burden be carried?

Would anyone hear the Gospel?

Would anyone pray for the person who is missing?

Would anyone remain long enough to notice the person sitting alone?

We must also place both cultures under the same Scripture.

The Filipino churches in my story can challenge American believers.

They can challenge our convenience.

They can challenge our impatience.

They can challenge the small amount of time we sometimes give to Christian fellowship.
They can remind us that people with fewer resources may make greater sacrifices to gather.

Some walked 30 or 45 minutes.
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Some sat without air conditioning.

Some worshiped without comfortable chairs.

Some remained for most of the day because the church was central to their community.
But we must not romanticize poverty.

Poverty does not make anyone holy.

Prosperity does not automatically make anyone worldly.

People with little can be unfaithful with little.

People with much can be remarkably faithful with much.

The question is what we do with what God has placed in our hands.

The American church in this story possessed extraordinary resources.

Mama D saw those resources and cried.

Those facilities could teach children.

Those vehicles could carry people.

Those microphones could proclaim the Gospel.

That air-conditioned sanctuary could welcome people who could not tolerate the heat.
The comfort was not the sin.

The question was whether those blessings produced deeper ministry or merely easier attendance.
And the Philippine schedule must also be examined.

Someone could attend prayer meeting on Monday, visitation on Tuesday, service on Wednesday,
extension church on Thursday, Bible study on Friday, prayer on Saturday and every service on
Sunday.

That same person could still become proud.

That same person could still be unkind.

That same person could still neglect a family.

That same person could still mistake exhaustion for holiness.

Religious busyness is not the same as communion with Christ.

Jesus once entered the home of Martha and Mary.

Martha was busy serving.

Mary sat at Jesus' feet and heard His word.

Service was not wrong.

But Martha became troubled by many things while missing the One who was present with her.

Even church activity can crowd our hearts until we are doing many things for Jesus without
spending time with Jesus.

So Filipino Christianity is not the standard.
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American Christianity is not the standard.

My preference is not the standard.

Your schedule is not the standard.

The Word of God is the standard.

And the Word shows us a church that gathers and then scatters.
We gather to worship.

We gather to learn.

We gather to pray.

We gather to encourage.

We gather to correct.

We gather to comfort.

We gather to prepare.

Then we scatter to love our families.

We scatter to serve our neighbors.

We scatter to visit the sick.

We scatter to help the poor.

We scatter to carry burdens.

We scatter to show mercy.

We scatter to share the Gospel.

The problem was not necessarily that those people walked toward their cars.
The question is what they carried with them.

Did they carry the sermon into Monday?

Did they carry the needs of another believer into prayer?
Did they carry the Gospel into the neighborhood?

Did they carry patience into their homes?

Did they carry generosity toward someone in need?

Or did they place Christianity on a shelf until the following Sunday?
When does church end?

The scheduled gathering ends.

The worship service ends.

The sermon ends.

The congregation leaves the building.

But the body of Christ does not stop being the body of Christ.
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Hebrews 10:25 does not establish a required number of hours.

It requires believers not to abandon gathering, exhorting and helping one another persevere.
It says we should do this "so much the more" as we see the Day approaching.
The return of Jesus does not make Christian community less important.

It makes it more urgent.

We need people who will remind us that Christ is faithful.

We need people who will tell us the truth when we drift.

We need people who will pray when words fail us.

We need people who will rejoice when God answers.

We need people who will help us stand when life knocks us down.

And other people need those things from us.

Church is not a religious performance presented by a few people for an audience.
The church is a body.

First Corinthians chapter 12 says that the body is not one member, but many.
The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of thee."

The head cannot say to the feet, "I have no need of you."

And no Christian can honestly say, "The church has no need of me, and I have no need of them."
You have something to contribute.

Perhaps it is a gift of teaching.

Perhaps it is hospitality.

Perhaps it is prayer.

Perhaps it is generosity.

Perhaps it is encouragement.

Perhaps it is the ability to notice a person everyone else overlooked.

Some of the most important ministry in a church never happens behind a pulpit.
It happens when someone sits beside a hurting person.

It happens when someone makes a telephone call.

It happens when someone brings a meal.

It happens when someone says, "I noticed you were not here. Are you all right?"
It happens over coffee when a safe conversation finally becomes honest.

That is one reason we invite people to the Reason Together Cafe.

The formal service may conclude, but the reasoning does not have to end.

The coffee is free.
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And there are free refills on conversations.

No one must remain for a prescribed number of minutes to prove devotion.
But we want to create reasons for people to remain connected.

Questions deserve time.

Relationships require time.

Prayer requires time.

Considering one another requires time.

Before we close, [ want each of us to answer several questions privately.
Who is encouraged because I attend?

Whose burden am I helping carry?

Who knows when I am struggling?

Whose absence would I notice?

What gift am I contributing?

What good work has the church provoked me to do?

Has convenience become more important than Christian community?

Am I attending without belonging?

Do I consume church or contribute to it?

And if every member participated exactly as I participate, what kind of church would we have?
Those questions are not asked so that anyone can earn salvation through church activity.
Church attendance cannot save us.

Remaining in a sanctuary all day cannot remove one sin.

Serving on every committee cannot purchase forgiveness.

Teaching a class cannot reconcile us to God.

We do not become members of Christ's body by accumulating religious hours.
We must first belong to Christ.

That takes us back to where Hebrews began.

We have boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.

Not by our attendance.

Not by our goodness.

Not by our service.

By the blood of Jesus.

The Bible says in Romans 3:23:

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God."
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All of us have sinned.

Sin separates us from a holy God.

Romans 6:23 says:

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
We earned death.

God offers life.

Romans 5:8 says:

"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."
Jesus did not wait for us to become religious enough.

He did not wait for us to improve our attendance.

He died for us while we were sinners.

He took the judgment we deserved.

He was buried.

And on the third day, He rose again.

Ephesians 2:8-9 says:

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast."

Salvation is a gift.

A gift is not earned by sitting in church.

A gift is received.

Romans 10:9 says:

"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."

You may have attended church for years without trusting Christ.

You may know the schedule without knowing the Savior.

You may know when church begins without knowing what it means to belong to Jesus.
Today you can come to Him.

You can admit that you are a sinner.

You can believe that Jesus died and rose again.

You can turn from sin and place your trust in Christ alone.

If that is the desire of your heart, you can pray with me now.

The words themselves do not save you.

Jesus saves.
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Speak to Him sincerely from your heart.

Let us pray.

Lord Jesus,

I know that I am a sinner.

I know that I cannot save myself.

I believe that You died on the cross for my sins.

I believe that You were buried and rose again.

I turn from my sin and place my trust in You alone.
Please forgive me.

Come into my life.

Be my Lord and my Savior.

Thank You for saving me and giving me eternal life.
In Jesus' name,

Amen.

If you prayed that prayer and trusted Jesus Christ today, please tell me or another Christian you
trust.

We want to rejoice with you.

We want to help you understand the Bible.
And we want to help you become part of a church family where you can grow.
For everyone here, I have one final application.
Before you leave today, consider one another.
Learn one person's name.

Notice someone sitting alone.

Ask someone how you can pray.

Check on someone who has been absent.

Offer one sincere word of encouragement.
Carry one burden.

Continue one meaningful conversation.

After our service, you are invited to join us in the Pastor's Study and at the Reason Together
Cafe.

No one is required to stay for a certain amount of time.
But no one should have to walk through life alone.
Many years ago, Mama D stood outside the most beautiful church she had ever seen.

She watched people moving toward their cars.
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And she asked, "Why is everyone going to their cars?"
Some may have been going home to forget church until the following Sunday.

Others may have been going home prepared to love their families, serve their neighbors, carry
someone's burden and share the Gospel.

The clock could tell Mama D that the service had ended.

Only their lives could reveal whether the church had ended with it.
The gathering may end when we walk to our cars.

But the church has only begun to do what it gathered to prepare for.
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, thank You for the blood of Jesus that opened a new and living way into Your
presence.

Thank You for placing believers in a body rather than leaving us alone.

Forgive us when convenience has displaced commitment.

Forgive us when attendance has replaced belonging.

Forgive us when activity has replaced communion with Christ.

Teach us to draw near.

Teach us to hold fast.

Teach us to consider one another.

Help us notice the discouraged, welcome the lonely, strengthen the weak and carry the burdened.

Make Reason Together Church a place where truth is taught, questions are welcomed, prayers
are offered and love produces good works.

As we leave this gathering, send us into our homes and communities as faithful members of
Christ's body.

Help us carry the Gospel wherever we go.
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Aloha Nui Loa.
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Commentary in Brief

A woman who had known church as the rhythm of almost every day entered a beautiful American
sanctuary. She admired the air conditioning, carpet, cushioned seats, sound system and well-dressed
children. About an hour later the invitation was given, announcements were made, prayer was offered
and the congregation began moving toward the parking lot. She asked why everyone was going to
their cars. It had not occurred to her that they were going home.

Mama D's surprise gives this study its doorway, but not its verdict. The story must not become a
contest between Filipino Christians and American Christians. A culture can make church activity
normal without making every participant spiritually alive. Another culture can use a shorter schedule
while gathering with seriousness, love and mission. Scripture, not national custom, must judge both.

"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting one another: and

so much the more, as ye see the day approaching." Hebrews 10:24-25, KJV

CENTRAL CONCLUSION: Hebrews 10:25 does not establish a minimum number of
services or hours. It warns against a settled abandonment of Christian assembly and
commands believers to become deliberately present for one another as the Day
approaches.

The question is therefore larger than, How long was the service? The New Testament asks whether
believers draw near to God through Christ, hold fast their confession, consider one another, stir up
love and good works and strengthen perseverance. A one-hour service can faithfully serve those
purposes. A five-hour service can fail them. A congregation may dismiss and continue living as the
church, or it may remain busy in a building while neglecting the very people Christ commands it to
love.

GOVERNING QUESTION: When the service ends, does the church merely go home, or
does the gathered church go out to live as Christ's people?

The Question Behind the Study

Church schedules often acquire the force of unwritten law. One congregation gathers Sunday
morning, Sunday evening and Wednesday night. Another gathers once on Sunday and throughout the
week in homes. A third has daily prayer. A fourth serves shift workers with gatherings on different
days. Each arrangement may be wise. None may claim Divine authority merely because it is familiar.

The sharper question is not whether frequent fellowship is good. It is. The question is whether
Scripture turns one congregation's schedule into a universal test of faithfulness. Does the Bible
prescribe Sunday morning, Sunday evening, Wednesday evening or a particular number of hours?
Does one missed service equal forsaking the assembly? Does online participation fulfill everything
the New Testament means by gathering? These questions require more than a slogan.

The study must protect the command from two opposite errors. The first weakens Hebrews 10:25
until gathering becomes an optional religious product. The second expands Hebrews 10:25 until
pastors can bind consciences with a calendar God did not give. Biblical exposition must challenge
isolation without condemning the sick, the homebound, the caregiver, the worker under unavoidable
duty or the persecuted believer who gathers at great risk.
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1. Begin Where Hebrews Begins: Jesus Christ

The Command Rests on the Gospel

Hebrews 10:25 is frequently quoted by itself, but the sentence begins earlier. Verses 19-21 announce
what believers possess: boldness to enter the holiest by the blood of Jesus, a new and living way and
a great High Priest over the house of God. Verses 22-25 then give three corporate exhortations: let us
draw near, let us hold fast and let us consider one another.

That order matters. Christians do not assemble in order to earn access to God. They assemble because
Jesus has opened the way. Attendance is not the price of salvation. The blood of Christ is the ground
of salvation. The gathering is one of the principal ways the redeemed confess, remember and
encourage one another to persevere in what Christ has accomplished.

"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus ... And
having an high priest over the house of God, Let us draw near ... Let us hold fast ... And let
us consider one another." Hebrews 10:19-24, KJV

If verse 25 is preached without verses 19-21, the result easily becomes moral pressure: Attend more
so that God will be pleased with you. If verses 19-21 are preached without verses 22-25, grace can be
reduced to private comfort: Jesus opened the way, therefore community does not matter. Hebrews
permits neither distortion. The same Christ who brings us near to God joins us to a people who must
help one another endure.

GOSPEL GUARDRALIL: The church does not save, but the Christ who saves does not
ordinarily train His people to live as though they have no need of His church.

2. Three Exhortations, One Shared Life

Let Us Draw Near

The first exhortation is worshipful approach. Because Christ has cleansed the conscience, believers
may come to God with a true heart and full assurance of faith. The plural language matters. Hebrews
certainly addresses individual hearts, but it repeatedly speaks to a confessing community. Christian
worship is personal without being solitary.

Let Us Hold Fast

The second exhortation is perseverance in confession. The readers faced weariness, pressure and the
temptation to draw back. They were to hold their profession without wavering because the One who
promised is faithful. The church assists that perseverance by repeating truth when an individual
becomes tired, frightened or confused.

Let Us Consider One Another

The third exhortation turns attention outward. The verb translated consider carries the idea of
thoughtful attention. It is stronger than noticing that other people are in the room. Believers are to
study one another's needs well enough to know what may stir courage, love and obedience.

The word translated provoke can describe sharp stimulation. Here the object is positive: love and
good works. Hebrews does not envision passive spectators who happen to occupy adjacent seats. It
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envisions people intentionally affecting one another for holiness. That cannot be measured merely by
the duration of a program.

PASTORAL TEST: If no one knows your burden, no one is permitted to challenge your
drift and no one receives your gift, your body may be in the room while your life remains
outside the assembly.

3. What Does Forsaking Mean?

A Pattern, Not One Providential Absence

The phrase as the manner of some is points to a course that had become customary. The concern is
not a single unavoidable absence. The word translated forsaking can carry the sense of leaving
behind, deserting or abandoning. In the larger paragraph, the danger is withdrawal from the
confessing community while pressure intensifies and the Day approaches.

The warning section that follows is severe. Hebrews 10:26-39 speaks of deliberate sin, judgment,
former endurance, public reproach, compassion for imprisoned believers and the danger of drawing
back. The assembly is not an isolated appointment in that argument. It is bound to public allegiance,
shared suffering and perseverance in Christ.

This does not make ordinary attendance unimportant. Habits shape allegiance. Repeatedly choosing
recreation, convenience or private preference over the people of God can reveal disordered love and
can harden into abandonment. Yet the interpreter must allow the text to say what it says. It condemns
forsaking, not every absence without distinction.

The Difference Between Absence and Abandonment

A hospitalized believer has not abandoned the church. A homebound saint who longs for fellowship
has not rejected the assembly. A parent caring for a sick child is not necessarily in rebellion. A nurse,
firefighter, soldier or factory worker may face duties that cannot always be rearranged. A believer
under surveillance may need to gather quietly or irregularly. Pastoral wisdom asks why a person is
absent, what desire is present and whether the church is carrying its responsibility toward that
member.

There is also a reverse question. Has the congregation forsaken the person who cannot come? James
defines pure religion partly through care for the afflicted. The shepherd seeks the vulnerable.
Deacons serve practical needs. Members bear burdens. The command to assemble cannot be reduced
to telling the weak to find their own way into a building.

PASTORAL CAUTION: Do not use Hebrews 10:25 as a quick accusation when love
requires patient knowledge of a person's circumstances.

4. Does Scripture Prescribe a Weekly Schedule?

The New Testament clearly presents regular Christian gathering. Believers gathered for apostolic
teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, prayers, worship, giving, discipline and mutual edification.
Acts 20:7 records disciples coming together upon the first day of the week to break bread. First
Corinthians 16:2 associates the first day with planned giving. Revelation 1:10 refers to the Lord's
Day. These passages give strong grounds for the historic Christian pattern of Lord's Day worship.
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They do not, however, prescribe Sunday school at a certain hour, a Sunday evening service, a
Wednesday meeting or a minimum duration. Such practices can be valuable means of discipleship. A
church may adopt them and members should honor responsible local leadership. The distinction is
between a wise church order and a universal command of God.

Romans 14 warns believers against judging one another over disputed observances of days. That
chapter does not erase the New Testament pattern of gathered worship, but it reinforces the need for
care before turning an inference or tradition into a law for every conscience.

Frequency should be shaped by Biblical purpose, congregational need, local conditions and wise
pastoral judgment. A congregation with little access to Scripture may profit from longer teaching. A
rural church may gather less often because families travel great distances. A city church may use
several smaller gatherings. Persecuted believers may change time and place without public notice.
Faithfulness has recognizable Biblical content but no inspired timetable printed beneath Hebrews
10:25.

CLEAR DISTINCTION: Scripture commands the church to gather. Scripture does not
give every church the same calendar.

5. Acts 2 Is a Portrait, Not a Stopwatch

What the Jerusalem Church Continued In

"And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers." Acts 2:42, KJV

Acts 2 presents a church saturated with shared life. The believers continued in apostolic teaching,
fellowship, breaking of bread and prayers. They shared possessions when needs arose. They met
publicly and from house to house. They ate with gladness and singleness of heart. They praised God
and bore public witness. The Lord added to the church.

The portrait is far richer than a service schedule. Doctrine without fellowship would be incomplete.
Fellowship without truth would lose its center. Breaking bread joined ordinary hospitality and sacred
remembrance. Prayer confessed dependence. Generosity made love tangible. Mission carried the life
of the community beyond itself.

Description and Obligation

Some features of Acts report what occurred at a decisive moment in redemptive history. Not every
narrative detail becomes a universal command. Believers in Jerusalem had unusual conditions:
thousands were newly converted, apostles were present and many visitors had remained after
Pentecost. Daily interaction was natural and urgent.

Still, Luke's selection of details is not accidental. The church in every culture should recognize the
priorities even when the schedule differs. A congregation that meets often but neglects apostolic
doctrine has not reproduced Acts 2. A congregation that teaches accurately but has no fellowship,
prayer, generosity or mission has not reproduced it either.

ACTS 2 PRINCIPLE: Do not copy the clock while missing the life. Continue steadfastly
in the practices that make the church recognizably Christian.

Reason Together Church | Let us reason together 26



WHEN DOES CHURCH END? | BIBLICAL COMMENTARY

6. More Church Is Not Automatically Better Church

Coming Together for the Worse

"Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better,
but for the worse." 1 Corinthians 11:17, KJV

Corinth supplies a needed correction to romantic ideas about frequency and duration. The
congregation came together, yet class divisions, selfishness and humiliation of the poor corrupted the
Lord's Supper. Their gathering was real in location but false in character. Paul did not praise the fact
that the meeting happened. He judged what the meeting did.

This verse does not encourage believers to stay home when church is imperfect. Paul writes to reform
the assembly, not abolish it. It does prove that attendance alone cannot be the final measure. A
service may be long, energetic and crowded while pride, partiality and neglect remain unchallenged.

Martha's Warning

Luke 10:38-42 adds a personal warning. Martha's service was genuine, but she became distracted,
troubled and resentful. Mary sat at Jesus' feet and heard His word. The passage does not dishonor
work. It exposes service that has lost communion with Christ. A full church calendar can become a
place to avoid stillness, family responsibility or the harder work of love.

Busy congregations need this warning as much as casual congregations need Hebrews 10. Activity
can create the appearance of devotion while exhausting volunteers, separating families and rewarding
visibility more than faithfulness. The answer is not less devotion. It is ordered devotion in which
worship, rest, service, home and mission submit to Christ.

TWO DANGERS: Consumer Christianity asks how little church it can tolerate. Activity
Christianity assumes that more programs always mean more faithfulness. Scripture
corrects both.

7. What About Paul's Sermon Until Midnight?

Acts 20:7-12 records an extraordinary gathering at Troas. Paul was leaving the next day, so he
continued speaking until midnight. Eutychus fell from the third loft, was taken up dead and was
restored. Paul then broke bread, ate and talked a long while, even until daybreak.

The passage certainly challenges the modern assumption that worship must always fit a narrow
attention span. Important occasions may call for extended teaching, prayer and fellowship. Believers
in many places gladly receive hours of instruction because access is rare or hunger is great.

Yet Acts 20 is not a weekly service order. Paul's impending departure explains the exceptional
length. The narrative never commands pastors to preach until someone falls asleep. It also refuses to
make sleepiness a simple moral verdict. Eutychus may have been weary from work, the hour was late
and many lamps were burning. The miracle displays the Lord's mercy, not a technique for measuring
spirituality.

A church should make room for lingering when the Word, prayer, grief, revival, fellowship or urgent
need requires it. It should also plan with compassion for children, elderly members, workers,
transportation limits and bodily weakness. Length is a servant of purpose, not a proof of holiness.
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8. Gathering Is More Than Attendance

The One Another Shape of the Church

The New Testament describes congregational life through repeated one another commands. Believers
love one another, prefer one another, receive one another, bear one another's burdens, forgive one
another, teach and admonish one another, comfort one another, confess faults to one another, pray for
one another and use gifts to serve one another. These commands give practical content to Hebrews
10:24-25.

A person cannot fulfill all of them alone. A sermon stream can teach. A podcast can inform. A private
devotional hour can deepen prayer. None can receive correction from you, be encouraged by your
testimony, share the Lord's Table with you or experience your gift in the same embodied and
accountable way.

This 1s why the consumer model is so thin. It evaluates church by platform quality, music preference,
convenience and personal inspiration. Hebrews asks a different question: Whom did you consider?
Whom did you strengthen? Who was able to strengthen you? What love and good work was stirred?

The Gifts Require a Body

Ephesians 4:11-16 teaches that Christ gives leaders to equip the saints for ministry so that the whole
body grows. First Peter 4:10 directs every believer to minister the gift he has received. First
Corinthians 12 insists that the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee. Gathering is
therefore not merely receiving religious content. It is participation in a body whose members need
one another.

ASSEMBLY PRINCIPLE: Biblical gathering is not less than attendance, but it is always
more than attendance.

9. Exhort One Another Daily

"But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day, lest any of you be hardened through
the deceitfulness of sin." Hebrews 3:13, KJV

Hebrews itself reaches beyond the formal service. Chapter 3 commands daily exhortation because sin
deceives and hardens. The writer does not assume that one weekly event exhausts Christian
responsibility. The assembly concentrates the church's common worship, but the life of
encouragement continues through homes, conversations, meals, visits, letters, calls, work and acts of
mercy.

This helps interpret Mama D's experience. Her Philippine church culture joined services with
visitation, prayer, Bible study, evangelism and care for the sick. The lesson is not that every
congregation must reproduce each evening on the same day. The deeper challenge is whether the
Body shares enough life for daily encouragement to become possible.

A congregation may shorten a scheduled service yet deepen its shared life through meals, small
groups, discipleship, neighborhood service and personal hospitality. Another may lengthen services
because members travel far and need concentrated fellowship. Both should ask whether their
structure actually forms people who know, love and exhort one another.
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10. The Church Must Go to Those Who Cannot Come

The homebound and disabled should not appear only as exceptions in an attendance debate. They are
members of Christ's Body whose presence and gifts matter. A church that praises assembly while
failing to provide transportation, accessible space, visits, communion, teaching and friendship has
applied the command in only one direction.

Caregivers also carry hidden burdens. Some cannot attend consistently because another person's
safety depends on them. Others worship while monitoring medical needs or caring for a child with
sensory challenges. Pastoral counsel should seek practical solutions without treating exhaustion as
rebellion.

Work can become an excuse, but it can also be a genuine obligation. The believer should prayerfully
seek reasonable adjustments and resist arranging life around money alone. The church should avoid
assuming that every worker controls every shift. Congregations can respond creatively with alternate
gatherings, recorded teaching, visits and small groups while still affirming the ordinary priority of
embodied worship.

Persecuted believers remind comfortable churches that gathering may require secrecy, movement and
sacrifice. Hebrews was written to people who knew reproach, imprisonment and the spoiling of
goods. The approaching Day called them toward courage and solidarity, not casual judgment of one
another.

PASTORAL RESPONSIBILITY: When a member cannot reach the assembly, the
assembly should ask how it can reach the member.

11. Can Online Church Count as Assembling?

Digital ministry can be a real mercy. A livestream may carry Scripture and prayer to a hospital room,
connect a deployed service member, assist a caregiver or maintain contact during persecution,
disaster or public illness. Churches should use such tools gratefully and improve them with personal
follow-up.

Yet ordinary New Testament fellowship is embodied. Baptism uses water. The Lord's Supper shares
bread and the cup. Hands serve. Voices join. Burdens become visible. Leaders watch for souls.
Members exercise gifts in accountable relationships. A viewer can receive content without being
known, corrected or needed.

The fairest answer is therefore neither, Online church is unreal, nor, Online viewing is always
equivalent to assembly. It can be a supplement, a bridge and sometimes a necessary lifeline. For a
person who is able to participate bodily, it should not normally become a permanent substitute chosen
only for convenience.

The pastoral task is to move from broadcasting to belonging. Ask who knows the viewer, who prays
with him, who can notice when he disappears, where he serves and how the sacraments or ordinances
are shared. Technology may carry a voice across distance, but love must still make the person part of
a people.
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12. What Early Christian Witnesses Add

Historical Witness, Not Additional Scripture

Writings from the generations after the apostles help us see how early Christians understood gathered
life. They are not canonical Scripture and cannot establish doctrine. They may confirm that regular
assembly, teaching, prayer, communion, giving and mutual care were recognizable features of
Christian practice.

The Didache

The Didache, an early Christian church manual, directs believers to gather on the Lord's Day, break
bread and give thanks after confessing transgressions so that the sacrifice may be pure. It also warns
the church to watch over its life as the last days approach. The value of the witness is its union of
regular worship, reconciliation and expectancy.

Justin Martyr

In the middle of the second century, Justin Martyr described Christians assembling on Sunday. The
memoirs of the apostles and the writings of the prophets were read, the leader instructed the people,
all rose for prayer, bread and wine were shared and contributions cared for orphans, widows,
prisoners, strangers and others in need. His description contains no universal service length, but it
portrays worship that moves into mercy.

Pliny the Younger

Pliny was a Roman governor, not a Christian teacher. In a letter to Emperor Trajan he reported that
Christians met on a fixed day before dawn, sang to Christ and bound themselves to moral conduct.
Later they assembled again for ordinary food. As an outside witness, the letter confirms that
gathering was established enough to attract official attention.

Tertullian, Barnabas and the Didascalia

Tertullian described Christian assemblies marked by prayer, Scripture, exhortation, discipline and a
common fund used for the needy. The Epistle of Barnabas warned believers not to live in isolation as
though already justified but to come together and seek the common good. The later Didascalia
Apostolorum urged believers not to withdraw from the church and instructed leaders to make room
for the poor. Each witness must remain subordinate to Scripture, yet together they show that
assembly was understood as worship, moral formation and concrete mutual care.

HISTORICAL CONCLUSION: The earliest witnesses do not give one inspired
timetable. They do show that Christians expected to gather, hear Scripture, pray, share
the meal and care for the vulnerable.

13. What Other Preachers Help Us See

John Piper: Consider One Another

John Piper emphasizes the active force of Hebrews 10:24. Believers are not simply told to appear.
They are told to think about how to stir one another toward love. This reading rightly turns the text
from a bare attendance command into a ministry assignment for every member.
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John MacArthur: The Necessity of the Local Church

John MacArthur stresses that Christianity is not designed as an isolated faith. The local church
supplies worship, teaching, accountability, ordinances, discipline and the exercise of spiritual gifts.
That emphasis guards against replacing belonging with private consumption.

Alistair Begg: Faith, Hope and Love

Alistair Begg places the exhortations within the assurance created by Christ's priestly work. Faith
draws near, hope holds fast and love considers others. The three belong together. A congregation
cannot sustain Biblical love by severing it from faith in Christ or hope in His promise.

David Platt: Being With God in Community

David Platt highlights the way Christian community forms devotion to God. Scripture does not
oppose being with God and being with His people. In healthy church life the two reinforce one
another, while community also propels mission beyond the gathering.

These sermons do not function as authorities equal to Scripture. Their value is interpretive and
pastoral. Together they reinforce the central reading: Hebrews calls believers to purposeful, Christ-
centered and mutually strengthening community.

14. A Pastoral Judgment for Both Cultures

What the American Church Should Hear

Mama D's astonishment should unsettle Christians who have reduced church to a brief appointment.
Convenience can become a quiet lord. Families may cross cities for sports, entertainment, shopping
and work yet resent any demand from the Body of Christ. A service is evaluated like a transaction:
Was it on time? Did I enjoy it? Did I receive what I wanted? Hebrews calls the believer to arrive
asking whom he can strengthen.

The answer is not to shame people into remaining inside a building. It is to recover a shared life
worthy of sacrifice. If the only thing offered is a platform performance, people will behave like an
audience. If the church teaches truth, shares meals, bears burdens, welcomes children, visits the sick,
equips gifts and pursues mission, gathering becomes recognizably more than an event.

What the Philippine Church Should Hear

The Philippine schedule in the story displays admirable hunger, sacrifice and community. It also must
remain under Scripture. Long activity does not excuse neglect of family, rest, work, study or private
communion with Christ. Leaders must not use the devotion of the poor to romanticize hardship,
excuse poor planning or demand unsustainable service.

Churches in any nation can confuse cultural expectation with holiness. A person may attend every
program to maintain reputation while hiding sin or refusing love at home. Another may be physically
present because no social alternative exists. The Spirit's fruit, obedience to truth and love for
neighbor remain necessary tests.

What Both Churches Should Hear

The comfortable church needs the missionary church's hunger. The active church needs the reflective
church's caution about exhaustion. The large church needs the small church's intimacy. The small
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church may learn from the large church's organization and resources. No nation owns the New
Testament pattern. Every church receives correction and grace from the same Lord.

CULTURAL VERDICT: Do not rank countries. Let the contrast expose our habits, then
let Scripture judge them.

15. Four Questions for Every Church Schedule

What Does the Text Say?

It says believers must not abandon assembling. It commands them to consider one another, stir love
and good works and exhort one another with increasing urgency as the Day approaches. It locates the
command within confident access to God through Jesus Christ and perseverance in a pressured
community.

What Does the Text Not Say?

It does not state a minimum number of weekly meetings, a minimum number of hours, a required
building or a single program structure. It does not say that every missed service is apostasy. It does
not teach that attendance earns salvation or that a crowded calendar proves spiritual health.

What Changes If We Obey It?

Members stop asking only what they received and begin asking whom they considered. Leaders
design gatherings for worship, truth, participation, care and mission rather than mere retention. The
church notices drifting people early. The strong support the weak. The homebound remain visible.
Hospitality expands. Confession becomes safer. Gifts are exercised. The dismissal becomes a
sending.

What Must We Be Careful Not to Claim?

We must not claim Divine authority for our preferred schedule. We must not diagnose every absence
from a distance. We must not use early Christian writings as Scripture. We must not treat one culture
as pure and another as faithless. We must not promise that longer meetings create revival. We must
not soften forsaking until voluntary isolation sounds harmless.

16. A Personal and Congregational Examination

e Am [ gathering because Christ has saved me, or am I treating attendance as a way to earn
standing with God?

e Has absence become my settled preference even when I am able to be present?

e Do I know other believers well enough to recognize when they are discouraged or drifting?

e Whom did I intentionally encourage toward love and good works this week?

e Am I receiving Biblical correction, or have I arranged a church life in which no one can
challenge me?

e Does my congregation make room for testimony, prayer, fellowship, service and the use of

members' gifts?
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e Have our traditions become commandments that Scripture never gave?

e Are our programs strengthening families and mission, or merely filling a calendar?

e How are we carrying fellowship to the sick, disabled, homebound and burdened caregiver?

e s online ministry moving people toward belonging, or allowing able believers to remain
anonymous?

e When worship dismisses, what ministry, hospitality, witness or mercy continues?

e As the Day approaches, are we becoming more intentional about one another or more

1solated?

Final Commentary Conclusion

Mama D watched an American congregation rise after about one hour and could not imagine that
everyone was going home. Her surprise reveals a genuine question: How can people who share one
Bible experience church so differently?

The answer cannot be found by declaring one nation faithful and the other unfaithful. Scripture
commands the assembly but does not sanctify one national custom. Acts 2 gives a Spirit-formed
portrait rather than a stopwatch. Acts 20 permits an extraordinary long gathering without turning it
into a universal order. First Corinthians 11 proves that a church can come together for the worse.
Hebrews 10 supplies the governing center.

Believers come because Jesus opened a new and living way. They draw near together. They hold fast
together. They consider one another. They do not settle into abandonment. They exhort one another
because sin deceives, suffering wears people down and the Day is approaching.

A short service may be faithful if it is rooted in Christ, governed by Scripture and joined to a real life
of fellowship, care and mission. A long service may be faithful when hunger, need and opportunity
call for it. Neither the clock nor the calendar can pronounce the final verdict.

The better question is not merely, How much church is enough? Love does not search first for the
minimum. The better question is, How can this gathering help us worship Christ, strengthen one
another and carry His life into the week?

The benediction is not the end of church. It is the sending of the church.
The doors may close.
The people of God go out.

The ministry continues.

Reflection Questions

e  Which part of Mama D's surprise most exposes my own assumptions about church?
e Have I confused a wise local schedule with a universal Biblical command?

e What does Hebrews 10:19-25 say I should contribute when believers assemble?
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¢ Who in my congregation is in danger of isolation, and what loving action can I take this
week?

e  What would it look like for our church to continue after the service ends?

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for opening a new and living way into the presence of God. Forgive us when
we treat Your church as a product, a habit or a measure of our own righteousness. Teach us to draw
near with true hearts, to hold fast the confession of our hope and to consider one another with patient
love. Give wisdom to our leaders as they order the life of the congregation. Strengthen those who are
sick, homebound, persecuted, working or carrying burdens others cannot see. Deliver us from
careless isolation and from exhausting activity that has lost communion with You. As the Day
approaches, make us faithful in worship, generous in fellowship, courageous in witness and ready for
every good work. When the service ends, send us out as Your people. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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