REASON TOGETHER CHURCH

;::\-.—;\\ =

\\’\.\ N
] )3 SO .
d . 3 3 -\\‘\v
; |:~ " - N
] S RESRS

M N O \
& | NS
|

NIGHT

CAN SOMETHING
BE SINFUL
. BECAUSE OF
WHERE YOU
DO IT?

Dr. Thomas W. Hawksley

www.ReasonTogether.Church



REASON TOGETHER CHURCH

MOVIE NIGHT

What Does "Abstain From All Appearance of Evil" Actually Mean?

SERMON TRANSCRIPT

Dr. Thomas W. Hawksley

www.ReasonTogether.Church

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.



Aloha.

Welcome to Reason Together Church.

Whether you have been with us many times or this is your first time walking through the doors,
we are thankful that you are here.

We especially want to recognize our honored guests.

You are not an interruption to what we are doing today.

You are one of the reasons we are doing it.

Our invitation is simple.

Bring your questions.

Open your Bible.

Let us Reason Together the Word of God.

You do not have to pretend that you already know every answer.

You do not have to be embarrassed by an honest question.

If something in the Bible troubles you, confuses you or challenges something you have always
believed, this is a safe place to examine it.

We will not force the Bible to say what we want it to say.

We will listen carefully and follow where the Word of God leads us.

Before we begin, let us pray.

Our Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing us together today.

Thank You for Your Word, which is true even when our understanding is incomplete.

Give us wisdom as we consider Christian liberty, personal conviction, reputation and the
influence our choices may have upon others.

Protect us from legalism that adds commandments You did not give.

Protect us also from carelessness that uses liberty without love.

Teach us to distinguish between being present in a difficult place and participating in its evil.
Help us to hold fast that which is good and to abstain from every form of evil.

If anyone listening today does not know Jesus Christ as Savior, use this message to show that
person the truth of the Gospel.

We ask all of this in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Our primary passage today is found in 1 Thessalonians chapter 5.
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Beginning in verse 19, the Bible says:

"Quench not the Spirit.

Despise not prophesyings.

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

Abstain from all appearance of evil."

Before we enter the study, let me briefly mention giving.

We do not pass a plate at Reason Together Church.

Our guests are never expected to give.

If you are a member of another church, we encourage you to remain faithful in supporting your
home church.

For those who consider Reason Together Church their church home and feel led by God to
participate, there is a giving box available in the back.

Give only as God leads you and always remember that God loveth a cheerful giver.

The question before us today is not about what we are willing to give financially.

It is about whether we are willing to surrender even a legitimate freedom when the Gospel of
Jesus Christ matters more than proving that we have the right to use it.

Not long after I answered the call to serve as a missionary overseas, an American movie came to
the city where I was staying.

For the life of me, I cannot remember the title.

I do remember that I had been waiting for some time to see it.

It had a good story.

It was not filled with sex and violence.

It was not the kind of movie that would have embarrassed me if someone I knew saw me
watching it.

I noticed on the marquee of a movie theater at a mall near my Pension House that the film would
begin showing on Wednesday.

I went to the box office to ask about tickets.

There were two prices.

A seat on the main level cost about one dollar and twenty-five cents.

A seat in the balcony, where the chairs were more comfortable, cost about one dollar and

seventy-five cents.
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I decided I was willing to spend the extra fifty cents.

Apparently everyone else had made the same decision before I did.

The balcony was sold out for every showing that day.

The lady behind the counter told me this was normal whenever an American movie came to
town.

She said the theater would remain crowded through the weekend and recommended that I return
Monday afternoon.

I had many things to do while settling into a new country, so the delay was not a hardship.

If anything, it gave me a few more days to look forward to the movie.

Then I had what seemed like a good idea.

I was spending most of my time in soul winning, church services and other ministry activities.

I thought the movie might give me an opportunity to build friendships with some of the people
with whom I was serving.

During the break before the Sunday evening service, I invited one of the pastors and several
choir members to go to the movie with me the following afternoon.

As soon as the words left my mouth, I knew that I had said something wrong.

I just did not know which words had been wrong.

Faces changed.

People became uncomfortable.

There was a pause that seemed much longer than it probably was.

Then someone explained that going to the movies was frowned upon by many of the churches in
that part of the Philippines.

The concern was not only about the particular film being shown.

The movie houses themselves had a reputation.

I was told that underage teenagers went there to drink alcohol.

I was told that unmarried couples went there to be friendly without their parents seeing them.

I could not personally verify whether all of those reports were true.

I had only recently arrived.

But I could immediately see that the reputation of the theater was real in the minds of the people
I had come to serve.

I changed my plans very quickly.
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I had crossed an ocean to preach the Gospel.

I was not going to sacrifice that opportunity merely to prove that I had the right to watch a
movie.

But that experience left me with a question.

Was the movie sinful?

I did not think so.

Was the building sinful?

Could a theater possess enough moral power to turn a clean story into an unclean act?
Would entering the building have been sinful for me even if I did nothing sinful inside it?
Can something become wrong because of where you do it?

And what about the verse we read a few moments ago?

"Abstain from all appearance of evil."

For generations, Christians have quoted that verse to mean that we should avoid anything that
could possibly look wrong to another person.

Do not go anywhere someone might misunderstand.

Do not do anything someone might question.

Do not be seen near a person or place with a bad reputation.

At first, that sounds wise.

There is certainly wisdom in protecting a good testimony.

But is that what 1 Thessalonians 5:22 actually says?

To answer, we must do what we try to do in every Reason Together Study.

We must read more than one isolated verse.

Listen again to the entire passage.

"Quench not the Spirit.

Despise not prophesyings.

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

Abstain from all appearance of evil."

Paul is describing discernment.

He does not want the church to reject everything claiming to be spiritual.

Neither does he want the church to accept everything claiming to be spiritual.

Do not quench the Spirit.

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.



Do not despise prophesyings.

But prove all things.

Test what is being presented.

Examine it by the truth God has already revealed.

When something proves good, hold fast to it.

When something proves evil, abstain from it.

The Greek word translated "appearance" is eidos.

It carries the idea of a form, kind or manifestation.

Paul is not primarily saying, "Reject everything innocent that another person might mistake for
evil."

He is saying, "Reject evil in every form in which it presents itself."

That distinction matters.

If Paul meant that Christians must avoid everything someone could possibly misunderstand, then
the most suspicious person in the community would control the conduct of every believer.
Almost anything can be misunderstood.

A person can see you enter a restaurant and invent a story about what you drank.

A person can see you speak to someone of the opposite sex and invent a story about the
conversation.

A person can see you helping someone with a bad reputation and decide that you approve
everything that person has ever done.

We cannot build our entire life around accusations that unreasonable people may invent.

But we must be careful not to overcorrect.

The fact that 1 Thessalonians 5:22 is often misinterpreted does not mean that reputation is
unimportant.

The Bible repeatedly tells us that our testimony matters.

Proverbs 22:1 says:

"A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and
gold."

A good name may take years to build.

It may take only a few minutes to damage.

Romans 12:17 tells us:

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.



"Provide things honest in the sight of all men."

It is not always enough for us to know that we are honest.

When reasonably possible, our conduct should be arranged so that other people can see that we
are behaving honestly.

Paul demonstrated this principle when churches entrusted him with an offering.

In 2 Corinthians 8:20 and 21, he said:

"Avoiding this, that no man should blame us in this abundance which is administered by us:
Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men."
Paul knew that he was not stealing the offering.

God knew that Paul was not stealing the offering.

But Paul still established safeguards so other people could see that the money was being handled
properly.

That was not surrender to gossip.

That was wise protection of the ministry.

Second Corinthians 6:3 says:

"Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed."

First Timothy says that a church leader must have a good report of those who are outside the
church.

First Peter tells believers to maintain honest conduct among the Gentiles so that even those who
speak against them may eventually glorify God when they see their good works.

So reputation matters.

Our choices can affect whether people trust our testimony.

Our behavior can either open a door for the Gospel or give someone an excuse to close it.

That was especially important for me as a new missionary.

I was learning a new culture.

I did not yet understand all the local customs.

The people did not yet know me well enough to interpret my actions generously.

I may have possessed the liberty to watch that movie.

But I did not possess the liberty to treat the Gospel carelessly.

There is, however, another side to this truth.

Reputation is important, but reputation is not Lord.
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Public opinion cannot replace the Word of God.

No one demonstrated this more clearly than Jesus.

Matthew 11:19 records what His critics said about Him:

"Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners."

Jesus ate with publicans and sinners.

He entered the homes of people with terrible reputations.

He sat beside a well and spoke with a Samaritan woman whose personal history was
complicated.

He allowed a sinful woman to wash His feet with her tears.

He touched people whom society considered unclean.

He healed on the Sabbath even when He knew religious leaders would accuse Him.

If "abstain from all appearance of evil" meant "never do anything that anyone might interpret
negatively," Jesus would have been unable to conduct much of His ministry.

Yet Jesus never sinned.

He did not enter the homes of sinners because He desired their sin.

He did not eat with publicans because He approved their dishonesty.

He went because sick people need a physician.

Jesus never gave anyone a legitimate reason to accuse Him of sin.

But He repeatedly gave self-righteous people an opportunity to accuse Him falsely.

There is an enormous difference between those two things.

We should not give people a legitimate reason to accuse Christ through our behavior.

But we cannot surrender obedience to unreasonable accusers.

If we did, the most judgmental person we know would become the one who defines holiness for
everyone.

The Christian life is not complete withdrawal from every person and place where sin might be
found.

Paul addressed that idea in 1 Corinthians chapter 5.

He explained that he was not commanding believers to avoid every fornicator, covetous person,
extortioner or idolater in the world.

Then he said:

"For then must ye needs go out of the world."

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.



Complete separation from sinners would make evangelism impossible.

Jesus prayed in John 17:15:

"I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them
from the evil."

Jesus did not ask the Father to hide us from the world.

He asked the Father to preserve us from its evil while we remain in it.

Salt cannot preserve something it never touches.

Light cannot illuminate a darkness it refuses to enter.

We are not called to hide from everyone who needs Christ.

We are called to carry Christ without allowing the darkness around us to enter our hearts.
This gives us a principle that will guide the rest of the study.

Presence is not always participation.

But sometimes our presence communicates participation.

How do we know the difference?

Paul answered that question with something as ordinary as a piece of meat.

In Corinth, animals were offered in pagan sacrifices.

Some of the meat was eaten during feasts held in the idol's temple.

Some of the meat was later sold in the public marketplace.

That same meat might eventually be served at dinner in someone's private home.

The Corinthians wanted to know whether a Christian could eat it.

Paul's answer was more thoughtful than a simple yes or no.

In 1 Corinthians 8:10, he described a believer sitting at meat in an idol's temple.

That setting mattered.

In 1 Corinthians chapter 10, Paul explained why.

He said that the things the Gentiles sacrificed, they sacrificed to devils and not to God.
Then he said:

"Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils:

Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils."

Eating at a religious feast inside the temple could become an act of participation.

A believer could not excuse it by saying, "It is only meat."

The idol might be nothing, but the worship surrounding the meal was not nothing.

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.



The believer's presence at that table communicated fellowship with what was happening there.
Then Paul moved the same meat to another location.

In 1 Corinthians 10:25 he said:

"Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question for conscience sake."

The word "shambles" refers to the meat market.

The believer did not have to interrogate the butcher.

Was this animal ever inside a pagan temple?

Was a prayer offered over it?

Which idol was named?

Who attended the ceremony?

Paul said to buy the meat and eat it.

"For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof."

The meat had not become spiritually radioactive.

Its history did not magically contaminate the person who ate it.

Then Paul moved the meat again.

Suppose an unbeliever invited a Christian to dinner.

Paul said that the believer could eat what was provided without conducting an investigation.
Hospitality was not automatically idolatry.

But if someone deliberately said, "This is offered in sacrifice unto idols," Paul told the believer
to refrain for the sake of the other person's conscience.

Now pay close attention to what happened.

The meat did not change.

The meaning of eating it changed.

Inside the temple, eating could communicate participation in idolatry.

In the marketplace, it was food.

In an unbeliever's home, it could be ordinary hospitality.

When someone deliberately identified it as sacrificial meat, eating could communicate something
damaging to another conscience.

The meat did not change.

The setting changed.

The purpose changed.

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.



The meaning changed.

The effect upon other people changed.

This is almost a perfect Biblical parallel to my movie theater question.

The screen itself did not create holiness or sin.

The building did not possess spiritual power.

But the content mattered.

The purpose mattered.

The setting mattered.

What my presence communicated in that culture mattered.

The effect upon other believers mattered.

The question was larger than, "Is watching a movie allowed?"

The better questions were these:

What am I watching?

Why am [ there?

What is happening around me?

Does my presence make me a participant?

What does my presence communicate?

What effect will my example have upon someone else?

That brings us to another expression Christians often use.

We say that we do not want to cause someone to stumble.

But what does stumbling mean?

Sometimes a person says, "Your decision offended me, so you caused me to stumble."
Sometimes it means, "I disagree with you."

Sometimes it means, "My church does not permit what you did."

Sometimes it means, "Your liberty makes me uncomfortable."

That is not necessarily what Paul meant.

In Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 8, stumbling is more serious than disagreement or discomfort.
It involves encouraging another believer to move toward sin.

It may mean pressuring someone to violate conscience.

It may mean using my freedom in a way that emboldens another person to do what that person

believes is wrong.
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First Corinthians 8 says that when we wound the weak conscience of a brother, we sin against
Christ.

Romans 14:23 says:

"For whatsoever is not of faith is sin."

If someone cannot participate with a clear conscience before God, that person should not
participate.

The stronger believer must not flaunt liberty.

Knowledge can puff up.

Love builds up.

The believer who possesses liberty should not pressure another believer to imitate it.

At the same time, the believer with the more restrictive conscience must not turn a personal
boundary into a universal commandment.

There is a difference between saying:

"Because of my past, my conscience or my community, I should not enter that theater."
And saying:

"God has commanded that no Christian may ever enter a theater."

The first statement governs my conduct.

The second statement claims authority over the entire Body of Christ.

Scripture determines universal commandments.

Wisdom may create personal boundaries.

Churches sometimes establish rules intended to protect people.

Those fences may be useful.

They may be especially helpful for young believers or people recovering from a sinful past.
But a useful fence should be identified honestly as a fence.

We should not claim that God personally built it in the Bible when He did not.

Christian liberty asks, "May [?"

Christian love also asks, "What will this do to someone else?"

There is another question hidden inside my experience.

What if the theater's reputation was based partly upon rumor?

I said in the original account that I could not speak to whether every report was true.

That matters.

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.



Exodus 23:1 says:

"Thou shalt not raise a false report."

Christians must not repeat unverified accusations as though they are established facts.

We must not exaggerate stories in order to frighten people into obedience.

We must not damage a person's name or a business's reputation merely because someone once
told us something troubling.

Proverbs reminds us that the first person to present a case may seem right until another person
comes and examines it.

But refusing to spread a rumor does not require us to ignore every warning.

I did not need to announce that every allegation was certainly true.

I also did not need to risk a new missionary ministry merely to investigate whether it was true.
I could respect the local concern without campaigning against the theater.

I could act cautiously without bearing false witness.

We should not spread rumors.

But neither must we ignore reasonable warnings.

That is part of missionary humility.

First Corinthians 9:22 says:

"I am made all things to all men, that [ might by all means save some."

A missionary must learn to distinguish Biblical truth from personal preference.

A missionary must distinguish American custom from local custom.

A missionary must distinguish a genuine moral danger from something that merely feels
unfamiliar.

Culture cannot make sin righteous.

Culture cannot make righteousness sinful.

But culture can change what a neutral action communicates.

I was in their country.

I was still learning their language.

I was still learning their customs.

I did not need to win an argument about movie theaters.

I needed to preserve the opportunity to preach Jesus.

There is also a personal side to this question.

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.
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Not every Christian can enter every environment safely.

One of the most revealing stories from early Christian history was told by Augustine about his
friend Alypius.

Alypius opposed the violent gladiatorial games of the Roman world.

His friends brought him into the arena.

He believed he could resist what happened there.

He closed his eyes so he would not watch.

Then the crowd roared.

Curiosity overcame him.

He opened his eyes.

He saw the blood.

Instead of recoiling, he became captivated.

The violence drew him into the excitement of the crowd.

He entered believing that he was stronger than the spectacle.

He discovered that the spectacle was stronger than he expected.

The early Christian writer Tertullian also warned believers about Roman theaters, circuses and
amphitheaters.

Those ancient spectacles were deeply connected with idolatry, sexual immorality, cruelty and
violence.

They were not identical to every modern movie or theater.

But the concern those early Christians expressed remains important.

Entertainment does something to the heart.

What we repeatedly watch can train our desires.

What once shocked us can become ordinary.

What we would condemn in real life can become something we enjoy on a screen.

The Bible itself describes terrible sin, but it does not present sin so that we will delight in it.
It reveals the truth about sin, its consequences and our need for redemption.

We should ask whether our entertainment exposes sin truthfully or invites us to enjoy it.

We should ask whether it awakens lust, cruelty, greed or contempt.

We should ask whether we control it or it controls us.

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.



We should ask whether we are entering a place to influence others or because we secretly desire
what happens there.

One Christian may enter a place carrying the Gospel.

Another may enter the same place and discover that the place is carrying him.

Calling something a mission field does not automatically make us missionaries.

Sometimes "ministry" is only a spiritual word we place over temptation.

We need honesty about our own weakness.

Now let us return to the Philippines.

I had abandoned my plan to see the American movie.

I thought the matter was finished.

Then the same pastor saw me during the Wednesday evening service.

He invited me to go see a movie with him.

I was not sure exactly how to respond.

A few days earlier, I had learned that going to the movies could damage my reputation.

Now the pastor who helped me understand that concern was inviting me to a movie.

He asked whether he could meet me at six o'clock Friday evening at the Pension House where |
was staying.

I agreed.

That was the end of the explanation.

When he arrived Friday evening, we ate dinner at a local eatery down the road.

Then we hailed a taxi.

The ride lasted only about ten minutes.

It was long enough to confirm what people had told me about the way some people drive in Asia.
When we arrived, I did not see a movie theater.

I saw a park.

There was not much green grass.

There was a soccer field and stadium seating made of stone.

More than five hundred people were already sitting there.

The sun had nearly disappeared.

It was too dark for a sporting event.

As we moved closer, | saw a large screen and stereo speakers.
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The pastor explained that an outdoor film was shown there once or twice a month.
The film that evening was about a man who died in a car accident and went to Hell because he
was not saved.

The people watched closely.

They seemed to understand every word.

I did not understand any of it.

The entire film was in Tagalog.

But that was all right.

I already knew Jesus.

This movie was for the people who did not.

When the film ended, the pastor walked to the center of the field.

He turned on a microphone.

And he preached.

When he finished preaching, the words of an invitation hymn appeared on the screen.
The people began to sing.

Approximately twenty-five to thirty people came forward that evening.

Many of them spoke English.

They sat eagerly while we shared the Plan of Salvation.

They asked questions.

We stayed until well after midnight teaching those who wanted to understand.

We made sure each person knew where the local church was located and when its services were
held.

We should be careful about how we describe what happened that night.

Walking across a field did not save anyone.

Watching a movie did not save anyone.

Singing an invitation hymn did not save anyone.

The pastor did not save anyone.

I did not save anyone.

Jesus Christ saves.

The film gained their attention.

The pastor preached the Gospel.
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The invitation called for a response.

Personal workers explained salvation.

The local church offered a place for continued teaching and discipleship.

Paul explained this relationship in 1 Corinthians chapter 3.

"I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase."

No method can take the place of the Savior.

No response card can take the place of repentance and faith.

No number reported after an event can tell us everything God did in a human heart.
We present Christ faithfully.

We answer questions patiently.

We encourage people to believe.

But God gives the increase.

Now look at the two movie nights together.

One movie was shown in a theater with a troubling reputation.

The other was shown in a public park.

One was personal entertainment.

The other was intentional evangelism.

One decision required me to surrender a liberty for the sake of the Gospel.

The other allowed me to use a liberty for the sake of the Gospel.

The pastor was not necessarily contradicting himself.

The medium was similar.

The meaning was different.

The location did not magically create righteousness.

The fact that people came forward did not automatically prove that every method was right.
Successful results cannot convert an unbiblical method into a Biblical one.
Faithfulness must come before numbers.

But in that park, the message and method worked together to present Jesus Christ.
The same general tool that could have been a source of controversy became a doorway for the
Gospel.

So how should we make decisions about questionable places and disputed activities?

Let me give you seven questions.
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First, what is happening there?

Is the activity itself righteous, neutral or sinful?

Christian liberty never gives us permission to participate in what God has clearly condemned.
Second, why am I going?

Is my purpose recreation, curiosity, temptation, relationship or ministry?

We should be honest enough to name our real motive.

Third, what does my presence communicate?

Would reasonable people in that culture understand my presence as participation or
endorsement?

We do not submit to every imaginary accusation, but we do consider reasonable conclusions.
Fourth, what will this do to my conscience?

Can I proceed in faith?

Can | thank God while I am there?

If I must silence my conscience in order to participate, I should not participate.

Fifth, what effect might my example have upon another believer?

Could my conduct pressure someone toward sin?

Could my freedom encourage someone to violate conscience?

Am I using another person's weakness merely as an opportunity to display my knowledge?
Sixth, will I influence the environment or will it influence me?

Am I spiritually prepared to be there?

Do I have a history that makes this setting especially dangerous for me?

Would another believer be better suited to enter this particular place?

Seventh, can I do this to the glory of God?

First Corinthians 10:31 says:

"Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God."

That verse was written in the very discussion about meat, idols, liberty and conscience.

It gathers the whole matter into one question.

Can Christ be honored by my going there?

Not merely, "Can I defend it?"

Not merely, "Can I find another Christian who will agree with me?"

Not merely, "Is there a verse that uses the exact name of this place?"

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.



Can Christ be honored by my going there?

First Thessalonians 5:22 tells us to test what is presented, retain what is good and reject evil in
every form.

It does not tell us to live in terror of every possible misunderstanding.

At the same time, the rest of Scripture teaches us to protect a good name, respect conscience,
avoid idolatrous participation and use liberty in love.

Can something become wrong because of where it is done?

Sometimes it can.

Not because a building possesses moral power.

But because the setting may change whether an action becomes participation.

The setting may change what the action communicates.

The setting may change how it affects another person's conscience.

The setting may change whether our presence strengthens or damages a credible Christian
witness.

An action must be evaluated by what it is, why we are doing it, what it communicates, what it
participates in, what it does to conscience and whether it glorifies God.

Before we close, I want to return to the message of the film shown in that park.

It told the story of a man who died unexpectedly and faced eternity without Christ.

I do not know how accurately the film portrayed every detail.

I could not even understand the language.

But the central warning is Biblical.

Life is uncertain.

Death is real.

Judgment is real.

Eternity is real.

Avoiding a movie theater cannot save you.

Maintaining a respectable reputation cannot save you.

Joining a church cannot save you.

Walking forward during an invitation cannot save you.

The Bible says that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.

That includes the people with terrible reputations.
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It also includes respectable religious people.

The wages of sin is death.

But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Jesus, the sinless Son of God, died upon the Cross for our sins.

He was buried.

On the third day, He rose again.

He offers forgiveness and eternal life to everyone who repents and believes.

Romans 10:9 says:

"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."

Verse 13 says:

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

Perhaps today you realize that you know church rules but you do not know Christ.

Perhaps you have worked hard to maintain a good appearance while hiding a heart that has never
been changed by the Gospel.

Jesus is not offering to improve your appearance.

He is offering to forgive your sin and give you a new life.

If you are ready to place your faith in Him, you may call upon Him now.

The prayer I am about to offer is not a formula and the words themselves cannot save you.
Jesus saves when you genuinely turn to Him in repentance and faith.

You may pray with me:

Heavenly Father, I know that I am a sinner.

I know that I cannot save myself.

I believe that Jesus Christ died upon the Cross for my sins.

I believe that He was buried and rose again.

I turn from trusting myself and place my faith in Jesus Christ.

Please forgive me, save me and help me follow You.

Thank You for the gift of eternal life.

In Jesus' name, amen.

If you trusted Christ today or still have questions about salvation, please speak with me before

you leave.

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.



We would be honored to open the Bible with you and help you understand what it means to
follow Jesus.
Amen.

Before we say Aloha, let us take this truth home with us.

Some of us need to surrender a liberty because our example is spiritually harming someone else.

Some of us need to stop treating a personal conviction as though it were a commandment God
placed upon everyone.

Some of us need the courage to carry the light of Christ into places other believers would rather
avoid.

Some of us need the humility to admit that a particular place influences us more than we
influence it.

Some of us need to stop asking only, "Am I allowed?"

We need to begin asking, "Will this honor Christ?"

One movie was never watched because the Gospel mattered more than my right.

Another movie was watched because the Gospel mattered more than my comfort.

The question is not merely, "Can a Christian go there?"

The better question is, "Can Christ be honored by my going there?"

After the service, please join us at the Reason Together Cafe.

The coffee is free.

The conversations are welcome.

And there are always free refills on both.

Aloha Nui Loa.

Bring your questions. Open your Bible. Let's Reason Together the Word of God.
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Commentary in Brief

A Christian may face two very different questions that sound almost identical. The first is, “Is the
thing itself evil?” The second is, “What does my participation in this place communicate and what
might it do to me or to another person?”” The story behind Movie Night forces both questions into the
open. A harmless film could be avoided for the sake of witness, while another film could be used in a

public park to proclaim Christ. The medium was similar. The moral meaning was not.

“Prove all things, hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil.” (1
Thessalonians 5:21-22, KJV)

CENTRAL CONCLUSION: Paul does not command believers to avoid everything that
might look suspicious to somebody. He commands them to test what comes before them,
hold fast what is genuinely good and separate themselves from every form of genuine evil.
Yet Christian love still asks how our conduct affects conscience, reputation, fellowship and

the advance of the Gospel.

This distinction protects us from two equal mistakes. Legalism turns every rumor, custom or personal
discomfort into a universal command. Carelessness treats liberty as the right to ignore everyone else.
Scripture gives us a better way: truth tested carefully, freedom governed by love and witness directed

toward the glory of God.

The Question Behind the Study

Can something become sinful because of where we do it? A location is not normally moral in itself.
Brick, concrete, a ticket counter and a screen cannot commit sin. Yet places acquire meanings
through what regularly happens there, what participation signifies and what temptations they
cultivate. A believer may therefore decline an otherwise permissible activity because entering a
certain setting would reasonably communicate support, invite temptation or wound another
conscience.

That does not mean every accusation controls Christian conduct. Jesus was falsely accused of being
“a friend of publicans and sinners” because He ate with people whom religious leaders despised. If
any possible misunderstanding were decisive, faithful ministry would become impossible. The
question is not whether someone could invent a bad interpretation. The question is whether our

conduct truly joins evil, reasonably signals approval of evil or needlessly endangers a soul.
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Movie Night is especially useful because the story contains both restraint and mission. In the first
scene, a missionary yields a personal liberty after learning that local believers associated a particular
theater with underage drinking and secret meetings between unmarried couples. In the second, the
same local pastor invites him to an outdoor evangelistic film where the Gospel is preached and
people come forward for counsel. One decision says, “My right is not worth harming the Gospel.”

The other says, “My comfort is not worth withholding the Gospel.”

GOVERNING ANSWER: A place does not magically contaminate a believer, but
participation is never merely geographical. We must ask what happens there, what our

presence means, what influence is moving in each direction and whether Christ can be

honored by our going.

A Personal Word from Pastor Tom

When I first considered the movie, I was thinking about content. I could not remember the title later,
but I remembered that it was a good story without the sex and violence that would have settled the
matter. My question was simple: Is this film clean enough to watch? The believers around me were
asking another question: What does going into this theater mean here?

I had recently arrived in a culture I was still learning. I could have insisted that the reports were
unverified or that my motives were innocent. Instead, I changed my plans. That small decision taught
me that missionary service begins with listening. A servant does not enter another community
assuming that all of his own cultural instincts are Biblical and all of theirs are needless restrictions.
Then came the surprise. The pastor who had helped me see the danger of one theater later invited me
to a movie. It was not inconsistency. It was discernment. The outdoor film was part of an evangelistic
effort, surrounded by preaching, personal counsel and local church follow-up. The contrast helped me
see that a screen is a tool. A theater, park or home can become a setting for temptation, recreation,

instruction or proclamation depending on what is being done and why.

PASTORAL CONFESSION: I was prepared to judge the first evening by the movie alone.
My Filipino brothers helped me judge the whole act: the film, the place, the message, the

community and the witness. Their counsel did not diminish my liberty. It taught me how

love uses liberty.
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1. Read the Whole Sentence

“Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
Abstain from all appearance of evil.” (1 Thessalonians 5:19-22, KJV)

The familiar final phrase belongs to a sequence. Paul is addressing the church’s response to spiritual
utterance and instruction. They must not suppress the Spirit’s work. They must not treat prophetic
speech with contempt. Neither must they accept every claim without examination. They are to test all
things, retain what proves good and reject what proves evil.

This context 1s important. A reading that means “avoid everything anybody might think is wrong”
shifts the passage from discernment to public relations. Paul’s verbs point in another direction. Test.
Hold. Abstain. Christian maturity does not refuse to examine. It examines carefully so that truth can
be embraced and evil can be refused.

The church therefore needs both openness and judgment. Openness without judgment welcomes
error. Judgment without openness can quench genuine work of the Spirit. The command is not
credulity and it is not cynicism. It is disciplined discernment under the authority of apostolic truth.
Applied to entertainment, the passage asks more than whether a film has a Christian label or whether
it is popular. We test its content, moral vision and effect. Applied to a venue, we test the setting,
customary use and meaning of participation. Applied to a ministry method, we test whether the

method supports the truth or quietly contradicts it.

2. What “Appearance” Meant

The KJV word “appearance” can mislead a modern reader because English usage has shifted. Today,
appearance often means how something looks to an observer, especially a misleading outward
impression. The Greek noun is eidos. In this setting it carries the sense of form, kind or manifestation.
Paul is telling believers to abstain from every form of evil, not to surrender conscience to every
imagined suspicion.

The New Testament uses the word in ways that make this concrete. In Luke 3:22 the Holy Ghost
descends in a bodily shape. In Luke 9:29 the appearance of Christ’s countenance is altered. In John
5:37 Jesus speaks of the Father’s shape. In 2 Corinthians 5:7 Paul contrasts walking by faith with
walking by sight. The shared idea is perceivable form, not merely somebody’s opinion about a
morally neutral action.

The verb translated “abstain” is also strong. It does not mean stand near evil while carefully

managing optics. It means keep oneself away, refrain and hold back. Once a thing has been tested and
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shown to be evil, the believer is not to negotiate a comfortable distance from it. He is to reject it in
every form it takes.

Correct exegesis therefore strengthens holiness. It does not weaken it. Instead of endlessly chasing
appearances, the believer must name real evil and separate from it. Sexual immorality, drunkenness,
idolatry, cruelty, dishonesty and corrupting entertainment do not become acceptable merely because

they occur in a respectable building or carry an artistic label.

WORD-STUDY SUMMARY: First Thessalonians 5:22 means, “Keep away from every
form of evil.” It does not mean, “Never do anything that a suspicious observer could

misread.”

3. Reputation Still Matters

“A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and

gold.” (Proverbs 22:1, KJV)

Correcting a misuse of 1 Thessalonians 5:22 must not become an excuse to despise reputation.
Scripture repeatedly treats an honorable name as valuable. An overseer “must have a good report of
them which are without” (1 Timothy 3:7). Believers are to keep their conduct honest among the
Gentiles so that false accusers may eventually glorify God after observing good works (1 Peter 2:12).
Paul arranged financial administration carefully, “providing for honest things, not only in the sight of
the Lord, but also in the sight of men” (2 Corinthians 8:21).

There is a difference between a false accusation and a reasonable conclusion. If a person sees a
Christian enter a grocery store, the observer cannot reasonably conclude that he approves of every
product sold there. If a person sees a Christian repeatedly joining an activity whose ordinary meaning
is worship of an idol or sexual commerce, the inference is far stronger. Wisdom weighs what
participation normally communicates within that culture.

Reputation is not image management. Image management asks, “How can I look righteous?” Biblical
witness asks, “How can my conduct agree with the Gospel?” Sometimes that requires avoiding a
place. Sometimes it requires entering a place openly for mercy or mission. In both cases, the goal is
not self-protection but faithful representation of Christ.

Nor should rumor be treated as proof. In the Movie Night account, the reports about the theater could
not be verified. That uncertainty matters. We should not slander a business or its patrons. Yet a

missionary can still decide that one inexpensive evening of entertainment is not worth testing the
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limits of a new relationship with local believers. Prudence can yield a right without declaring

everyone who uses that right sinful.

4. Jesus and the Risk of Misunderstanding

“The Son of man came eating and drinking, and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a

winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!” (Luke 7:34, KJV)

Jesus did not allow hostile interpreters to define obedience. He ate with publicans and sinners
because the sick needed a physician. His presence was redemptive, His conduct was holy and His
purpose was clear. The accusation said more about His critics than about Him.

This keeps concern for reputation from becoming fear of people. If avoiding every accusation were
the highest duty, Jesus failed. He was called a blasphemer, deceiver and friend of sinners. Yet He
never joined the sin of those He came to save. Nearness to sinners is not the same as partnership with
sin.

His example also prevents careless imitation. A person cannot simply say, “Jesus ate with sinners, so
I may go anywhere.” Christ entered with perfect purity and a saving purpose. We enter with
remaining weakness. A place that is a mission field for one person may be an old bondage for
another. Love for the lost does not require pretending that temptation has disappeared.

A useful distinction is presence, participation and partnership. Presence means being physically near.
Participation means taking part in the activity. Partnership means sharing its purpose or identity.
Ministry often requires presence. It may involve selected participation in ordinary life, such as

sharing a meal. It must never become partnership with evil.

5. Same Meat, Different Place

First Corinthians 8—10 is the strongest Biblical parallel to Movie Night because Paul considers the
same material object in different settings. Meat associated with pagan sacrifice could appear in an
idol’s temple, in the public market or at a private dinner. The substance did not change. The meaning
of participation could.

In an idol’s temple, reclining at the meal could be understood as participation in worship. Paul warns
that believers cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of devils (1 Corinthians 10:21). The issue
is not that a pagan building magically poisons food. The issue is fellowship with the altar and the

spiritual meaning of the act.
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In the marketplace, Paul says, “Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question for
conscience sake” (1 Corinthians 10:25). The believer does not need to investigate every supply chain
or imagine contamination. In a private home, he may eat what is set before him. But if someone
identifies the food as an offering to an idol, the believer should refrain for the sake of the other
person’s conscience and the message the eating would send.

The principle is not “places never matter” or “places always determine sin.” The principle is that
context helps define an act. A meal can be nourishment, hospitality or worship. A movie can be
entertainment, temptation, instruction or evangelistic preparation. We must understand the act as a

whole.

CONTEXT PRINCIPLE: The setting does not create a mystical stain, but it can change
participation and communicated meaning. Ask not only, “What is the object?” but also,

“What am I doing with it here?”

6. Stumbling Is More Than Disagreement

“But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are
weak.” (1 Corinthians 8:9, KJV)

In ordinary church conversation, “You made me stumble” can mean “I disliked your choice.” Paul
means something more serious. The weak brother sees another believer eat in an idol’s temple, gains
courage to imitate him and acts against his own conscience. He is emboldened toward what he
believes is sin. A stumblingblock is not mere irritation. It is conduct that helps another person fall.
Romans 14 develops the same pastoral logic. One believer eats all things, another eats herbs. One
esteems a day, another does not. Paul refuses to let either side despise or judge the other. Each stands
before his own Master. Yet the strong must be willing to limit liberty rather than “destroy” a brother
for whom Christ died.

Conscience is not infallible. It can be weak, misinformed or wounded. We must educate conscience
with Scripture. But we must not train people to violate it. “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Romans
14:23). If a believer cannot act with honest confidence before God, he should wait, learn and pray
rather than forcing himself forward.

The mature question is not, “Am I allowed?” It is, “Will this help?” Paul joins liberty to edification:
“All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient” (1 Corinthians 10:23). A lawful choice

may still be unhelpful, enslaving, confusing or unloving.
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7. Command, Conviction, Wisdom and Culture

Many church conflicts become bitter because four different categories are collapsed into one. A
Biblical command binds every believer. A personal conviction directs an individual conscience. A
wisdom judgment applies truth to circumstances. A cultural custom expresses the habits of a
community. They can overlap, but they are not interchangeable.

When Scripture names evil, culture cannot make it good. Idolatry, adultery, drunkenness and deceit
remain evil in every nation. When Scripture grants liberty, a church should be cautious about
manufacturing universal laws. At the same time, liberty does not exempt a missionary or visitor from
learning what gestures, places and activities communicate locally.

Missionary humility asks three questions. First, is this objection rooted in a clear Biblical command?
Second, is it a local wisdom judgment based on real conditions? Third, is it a personal conviction that
should be honored without being imposed? The answers shape how we respond.

The local believers in Movie Night did not need to prove that every person at the theater was sinning.
Their warning gave a newly arrived missionary meaningful information about local reputation. He
could yield without pretending that his choice created a new commandment. This is Romans 14

maturity: receive counsel, protect conscience and do not turn voluntary restraint into a weapon.

8. The Two Movie Nights

The movie that was not watched

Shortly after receiving the call to missionary service, an American film came to the city. The title
faded from memory, but the attraction did not. It seemed to offer a good story without the sex or
violence that would have made the answer easy. The theater was in a mall near the Pension House. A
main-level ticket cost about $1.25 and a balcony seat about $1.75. The balcony was preferred, but it
was sold out. The advice was to return on Monday afternoon.

During a break on Sunday, the pastor and members of the choir were invited to come. Their response
opened a cultural window. Movie houses in that part of the Philippines were frowned upon because
they reportedly served as places where underage teenagers drank and unmarried couples met beyond
their parents’ view. Those reports could not be personally verified. Still, walking into the theater
could damage the credibility of a new missionary before relationships had even formed.

The plans changed. No dramatic prohibition was announced and no attack was made on everyone
who attended a theater. A small liberty was simply laid down. The cost was a missed film. The

potential gain was trust.
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The movie that became a Gospel meeting

The same pastor later extended a surprising invitation on Wednesday: meet him Friday at six o’clock
to go to a movie. After dinner they took a taxi for about ten minutes. The destination was not the mall
theater but a park with a soccer field and stone seating. More than five hundred people gathered for
an outdoor evangelistic film, an event held once or twice each month.

The film told of a man who died in a car accident and went to Hell without salvation. It was entirely
in Tagalog. The visiting missionary could not understand the dialogue, but he already knew Jesus.
The film was for those who did not.

After the film, the pastor preached. The words of an invitation hymn appeared on the screen.
Approximately twenty-five to thirty people came forward. Many spoke English, so workers could
share the plan of salvation personally. The work continued well after midnight. Those who responded
were given information about the local church and its services so that the public decision could lead
into continuing care.

The evening ended not with fascination over a medium but with thanksgiving to God and renewed
commitment to missionary service in a strange land with different customs and language. The movie
had gathered attention. The pastor preached Christ. Workers explained the Gospel. The local church

remained to follow up. God alone could give the increase.

THE STORY’S CONTRAST: One movie was not watched because the Gospel mattered

more than a right. Another was watched because the Gospel mattered more than comfort.

9. Can a Christian Enter a Compromised Place for Ministry?

Calling a place a mission field does not automatically make our presence missionary. The phrase can
disguise appetite. A believer may say he is going to reach people while arranging no conversation, no
accountability and no clear witness. Good intentions need honest examination.

Five questions help distinguish mission from rationalization. What is my actual purpose? What will I
do when I arrive? Who knows and prays with me? Am I spiritually prepared for the temptations
there? What evidence would tell me that the place is influencing me more than I am serving others?
Ministry presence should be proportionate to calling and maturity. A recovering alcoholic may wisely
avoid a bar even if another Christian can meet someone there without temptation. A person rescued
from sexual addiction should not prove freedom by returning casually to former triggers. The body of
Christ has many members. We do not all have to enter the same settings to share the same mission.
Clarity also matters. If observers can easily mistake presence for partnership, a believer may make his

purpose plain, go with mature companions or choose another setting. Paul sometimes used public
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spaces such as the marketplace and the school of Tyrannus. He also fled when danger required it.

Courage and prudence belong together.

10. What Entertainment Does to the Soul

The early church’s cautions about public spectacles deserve a hearing, though they do not carry the
authority of Scripture. Their theaters and arenas were not modern cinemas. They were often
intertwined with pagan festivals, sexual display, cruelty and gladiatorial bloodshed. Historical
distance prevents a simple one-to-one rule, but their pastoral insight remains useful: entertainment

forms appetite.

Tertullian: spectacles and divided allegiance

In De Spectaculis, Tertullian argued that Roman spectacles were entangled with idolatry and stirred
passions contrary to Christian peace. His rhetoric can be severe and his cultural setting was specific.
Still, he asks a lasting question: Can a disciple delight in a performance whose pleasure depends upon

what Christ condemns?

Augustine: Alypius and overconfidence

Augustine tells of Alypius, who believed he could attend gladiatorial games while keeping his eyes
closed and his heart untouched. When the crowd roared, curiosity overcame him. He looked, saw
blood and was swept into the excitement. The danger began not only with the spectacle but with
confidence that he was immune. His story warns us not to confuse a strong intention with a strong

soul.

The Didache: the two ways

The Didache is an early Christian writing outside the canon. Its opening contrast between the way of
life and the way of death reflects the church’s desire for concrete holiness. It urges abstinence from
fleshly and worldly lusts. It does not settle the meaning of 1 Thessalonians 5:22, and it must not be
treated as inspired Scripture. It does remind us that early discipleship joined confession with a visible
way of life.

These witnesses should function as conversation partners, not a second Bible. They help expose
assumptions, especially the modern idea that entertainment is morally weightless. Scripture remains
the judge. The helpful historical question is not, “Would an ancient writer approve my ticket?” It is,

“What danger did he see that I may be overlooking?”
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11. Results Do Not Save a Method
“I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” (1 Corinthians 3:6, KJV)

The response at the outdoor film was encouraging, but visible results do not make every method
Biblical. Crowds, tears and raised hands can accompany truth or manipulation. A method must be
tested by Scripture before its results are counted.

In the park, the film did not replace preaching. It created attention and illustrated consequence. The
pastor proclaimed the message. Workers spoke personally with those who responded. The local
church offered ongoing worship and instruction. This pattern honored the distinction between
attracting attention and making disciples.

We should also speak carefully about the twenty-five to thirty who came forward. Coming forward is
not the same as regeneration. Only God knows the heart. Yet a public response can be a meaningful
opportunity for inquiry, confession and counsel. The proper response is neither inflated reporting nor
cynical dismissal. It is grateful labor and faithful follow-up.

The story therefore ends with God, not technique. The missionary thanked God and renewed his
commitment. Christian ministry may use a screen, a park, a printed page or a conversation at a table.

None has power to raise the spiritually dead. The Gospel is the message and the Spirit gives life.

12. Objections and Biblical Responses

“If the film is clean, the place should not matter.”
The content matters greatly, but First Corinthians 8—10 shows that setting can shape participation.
Meat was meat, yet an idol feast was not merely dinner. Ask what the whole act means in that

location.

“If anyone might misunderstand, Christians could never leave home.”
Correct. Possible misunderstanding is not an absolute veto. Jesus accepted false accusation in order to

seek sinners. We weigh reasonable communication, not every hostile imagination.

“My liberty is between me and God.”
Liberty is received from God, but it is exercised among neighbors. Paul’s concern includes the weak
conscience, the watching unbeliever and the glory of God. Love voluntarily limits a right when

another soul faces real harm.
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“A mature Christian cannot be influenced by a place.”
Augustine’s story of Alypius exposes this confidence, and Scripture says, “Let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). Maturity includes knowing weakness and using

boundaries.

“A theater is the devil’s house.”
Scripture does not identify a modern building type as inherently demonic. What occurs there may be
corrupt, ordinary or even evangelistic. We should condemn real evil precisely, not create

superstitions about architecture.

“The evangelistic response proves the film method was right.”
Fruit encourages us, but it does not replace Biblical testing. In this case the method served preaching,
personal explanation and church connection. Those features, not the count alone, make the account

instructive.

13. Pastoral and Interpretive Guardrails

eDo not build a doctrine on a changed English sense of one KJV word. Read the sentence,
compare usage and honor the original context.

eDo not correct legalism by becoming careless about witness. A good name remains a Biblical
good.

eDo not call discomfort a stumblingblock. Look for real pressure toward sin against conscience.

eDo not universalize every personal conviction. State clearly whether you are giving command,
counsel, custom or testimony.

eDo not dismiss local believers simply because their caution is unfamiliar. Listen before deciding.

eDo not let local culture excuse what Scripture condemns. Christ, not culture, is Lord.

eDo not use “mission” as a spiritual label for unexamined appetite. Purpose requires preparation
and accountability.

¢Do not trust visible response as proof of conversion. Give the Gospel clearly and connect people
to a faithful church.

eDo not treat noncanonical writings as Scripture. Use them as historical witnesses under Biblical

authority.
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14. Seven Questions Before You Go
These questions can be used for a movie, concert, restaurant, online community, party, business
gathering or any place with a disputed reputation.
eWhat exactly will happen there, and does Scripture identify any part of it as evil?
eWhat does participation ordinarily communicate in this culture and community?
eCan I go with a clear conscience and sincere thanksgiving to God?
e Will my choice pressure a weaker believer toward what he believes is sin?
e Am I entering to serve, learn or enjoy something lawful, or am I disguising an appetite?
eWhat temptations does this setting awaken in me, and what safeguards are needed?

eCan Christ be honored by my going there, and can I leave immediately if He cannot?

THE FINAL TEST: Not merely, “Can I get away with it?” but, “Whether therefore ye eat,
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).

15. Reflection Questions
eHave I ever treated a personal conviction as though it were a command for every Christian?
eHave I ever used a correct definition of liberty to avoid the demands of love?
eWhich settings strengthen my devotion to Christ, and which quietly weaken it?
eWhose local knowledge should I hear before making a public choice?
o[s there a right I should voluntarily yield for the sake of a relationship or witness?

o[s there a place I avoid from fear where God may actually be calling me to serve with wisdom?

oIf another believer copied my conduct, would his conscience become stronger or more confused?

Do my entertainment choices cultivate gratitude, purity and courage, or appetite, cynicism and
passivity?
eWhen I report ministry results, do I give God glory and make room for patient follow-up?

eWhat would it look like this week to hold fast the good and abstain from every form of evil?

16. Memorable Language for Teaching
¢ A place is not a moral magnet, but participation always carries meaning.
ePossible misunderstanding is not lord. Christ is Lord.
e A good name is not a costume. It is a life that agrees with the Gospel.

eStumbling is more than making someone frown. It is helping someone fall.
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eConscience must be educated, but it must never be bullied.

¢One believer may enter carrying the Gospel. Another may find the place carrying him.
e(Calling something a mission field does not automatically make us missionaries.

eThe same screen can serve appetite or proclamation. Test the whole act.

e¢One movie was surrendered for witness. Another was shown for witness.

oChristian liberty reaches maturity when love decides how to use it.

17. Commentary Synthesis

First Thessalonians 5:22 is a call to tested holiness. In context, the church is not to quench the Spirit
or despise prophesyings. It is to examine all things, keep what is good and separate from every form
of evil. The verse cannot bear the popular rule that every possible appearance of wrongdoing is itself
sin.

The wider canon nevertheless refuses private, isolated ethics. Proverbs values a good name. First
Peter calls for honorable conduct before unbelievers. First Corinthians asks what participation means
and whether liberty wounds conscience. Romans 14 commands believers to stop despising one
another and to pursue peace and edification. Jesus shows that redemptive presence may draw false
accusation without becoming compromise.

The two movie nights hold these truths together. The first decision was not a declaration that all
theaters everywhere are sinful. It was a voluntary restraint shaped by local counsel and concern for
witness. The second event was not proof that every evangelistic film is wise. It was a locally
organized Gospel effort in which the film served preaching, personal counsel and church follow-up.
The believer therefore needs more than a blacklist of buildings. He needs a Scripture-trained
conscience, humility before wise counsel, honesty about temptation and love strong enough to
surrender rights. He also needs courage. Fear of appearances must not prevent him from carrying

Christ into places where sinners can be reached.

FINAL ANSWER: Something is not sinful merely because another person could make it
look bad. Yet where we act can change what our participation means, what it communicates
and whom it harms. Test the whole act by Scripture. Reject every real form of evil. Protect
conscience and witness. Then use liberty in love for the glory of God and the advance of the

Gospel.
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Invitation

The deepest issue is not whether you have chosen every venue wisely. It is whether you belong to
Jesus Christ. A clean public image cannot remove sin. Careful habits cannot reconcile a sinner to
God. Christ died for our sins, was buried and rose again. He calls us to repent and believe the Gospel.
If the Spirit has exposed compromise, do not defend it. Confess it. If He has exposed legalism, do not
rename it faithfulness. Confess it. If He has shown you that fear has kept you from loving people, ask
for courage. The same Lord who forgives also teaches His people to walk in wisdom.

You may come to Christ today with empty hands. Trust His finished work rather than your

reputation. Then bring every liberty, every habit and every place under His lordship.

Closing Prayer

Father, give us minds that test all things by Your Word, hearts that hold fast what is good and wills
that turn from every form of evil. Deliver us from legalism that binds where You have given liberty
and from carelessness that wounds those for whom Christ died. Teach us to value a good name
without becoming servants of human opinion.

Give us humility to learn from believers whose culture and experience differ from ours. Give us
honesty about our weaknesses, courage for our calling and love that gladly lays down a right. Guard
us from using ministry language to excuse appetite. Make our presence among unbelievers holy, clear
and redemptive.

Bless every faithful proclamation of the Gospel. Let tools remain tools, let Christ remain central and
let local churches care well for those who respond. May everything we watch, every place we enter

and every freedom we exercise bring glory to the Lord Jesus Christ. In His name, Amen.
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Ministries. www.TogetherWithHimMinistries.com.

eHenry, Matthew. Commentary on Romans 14. Christian Classics Ethereal Library.
www.ccel.org/ccel/henry/mhc6.Rom.xv.html.

eMacArthur, John. “The Limits of Our Liberty, Part 1.” Grace to You.

www.gty.org/sermons/1833/the-limits-of-our-liberty-part-1.
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ePiper, John. “Do Not Destroy the Work of God.” Desiring God.
www.desiringgod.org/messages/do-not-destroy-the-work-of-god.

ePiper, John. “The Kingdom of God Is Righteousness and Peace and Joy in the Holy Spirit.”
Desiring God. www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-kingdom-of-god-is-righteousness-and-peace-
and-joy-in-the-holy-spirit.

eTertullian. De Spectaculis. Historical witness, not canonical Scripture. Christian Classics Ethereal
Library. ccel.org/ccel/tertullian/spectaculis/anf03.iv.v.xvii.html.

e Augustine. Confessions, Book VI, chapter 8. Historical witness, not canonical Scripture. Project
Gutenberg. www.gutenberg.org/files/3296/3296-h/3296-h.htm.

eThe Didache, chapters 1-5. Early Christian historical witness, not canonical Scripture. New

Advent. www.newadvent.org/fathers/0714.htm.

Pastoral Note

This commentary distinguishes direct Biblical command from pastoral application. Local reports in
the Movie Night narrative are presented as reports, not verified accusations against every theater
patron. Historical and noncanonical writings are included only as witnesses to early Christian moral

reasoning. Scripture alone remains the final authority for doctrine and practice.
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