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Aloha. 

Welcome to Reason Together Church. 

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been part of this family for a long time, I am 

grateful that God has brought you here today. 

This is a place where sincere questions are welcome. 

You do not have to pretend that you already understand everything. 

You do not have to be afraid of asking a difficult question. 

Our invitation is simple. 

Bring your questions. 

Open your Bible. 

Let us Reason Together the Word of God. 

We also want to recognize any honored guests who may be with us today. 

Thank you for sharing this time with our church family. 

No one is going to single you out or ask you to stand. 

We simply want you to know that you are welcome here. 

After the service, please join us in the Reason Together Cafe for a cup of coffee and 

conversation. 

The coffee is free, and so are the refills on the conversation. 

Our Keiki Kids Center is also available for families who need it. 

If this is your first visit, we have a very simple guest card. 

We ask only for your first name and an email address so we can thank you for coming and let 

you know what is happening here. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, 

Thank You for creating a world filled with wonders greater than our understanding. 

Thank You for giving us minds that can ask questions, eyes that can examine evidence and Your 

Word to govern everything we believe. 

Give us confidence where You have spoken clearly. 

Give us caution where we are working with human explanations. 

Give us humility where questions remain unanswered. 
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Help us see that the snow, the ice, the oceans and the mountains are not independent forces, but 

parts of a creation that remains beneath Your authority. 

Most of all, help us see Jesus Christ and the salvation You have provided through Him. 

In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen. 

Our opening Scripture is Genesis chapter 8, beginning with verse 20. 

The Bible says, 

"And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean 

fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

"And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse 

the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; 

neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done. 

"While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, 

and day and night shall not cease." 

The Flood had ended. 

Noah had left the Ark. 

The ground was dry enough for him to stand upon it. 

Yet Noah did not step back into Eden. 

He entered a world that had survived judgment, but a world that had also been profoundly 

changed. 

Over that changed world, God made a promise. 

Seedtime and harvest would continue. 

Cold and heat would continue. 

Summer and winter would continue. 

Day and night would continue. 

The world had changed, but the faithfulness of God had not. 

Before we move into today's question, I want to take a moment to explain our approach to 

giving. 

Reason Together Church does not pass an offering plate. 

If you are visiting with us, we do not expect you to give anything. 



REASON TOGETHER CHURCH | REASON TOGETHER STUDIES 

www.ReasonTogether.Church Page 3 

If you are a member of another church, we encourage you to support your home church 

faithfully. 

For those who consider Reason Together Church their church home, you may give as the Lord 

leads you. 

The Bible teaches that God loves a cheerful giver. 

There is a giving box available in the back, but our desire today is not to receive something from 

you. 

Our desire is to open the Word of God with you. 

When we read God's promise of cold and heat, summer and winter, most of us picture the 

ordinary changing of the seasons. 

Of course, here in Hawaii, our definition of winter may be a little different from the definition 

used elsewhere. 

When the temperature drops below seventy degrees, some of us begin wondering where we put 

the jacket we have not needed since last year. 

We know about ice because we put it in our drinks. 

We know about snow because somebody sends us a picture of it. 

But there was a period in Earth's history when ice did not merely fill a glass. 

Ice covered enormous portions of entire continents. 

Glaciers moved across the land with enough power to carve valleys, transport boulders and 

reshape the surface of the earth. 

Where did all that ice come from? 

More specifically, did Noah's Flood cause the Ice Age? 

To begin, imagine Antarctica as it appears today. 

It is a continent of overwhelming white. 

Ice covers nearly everything the eye can see. 

In some places that ice is thousands of feet thick. 

The winds can be violent. 

The temperatures can be deadly. 

Very little vegetation can survive on its exposed surface. 

Antarctica looks as though it has been frozen forever. 
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But beneath Antarctic rocks and sediment, scientists have discovered evidence of a very different 

world. 

They have found fossil wood. 

They have found leaves. 

They have found pollen and spores. 

They have found networks of roots associated with ancient forest soil. 

These discoveries indicate that environments capable of supporting forests once existed in 

regions that are now dominated by ice. 

That gives us one important conclusion. 

Antarctica was not always as it is today. 

Its climate changed dramatically. 

But we must be careful not to make the evidence say more than it says. 

A fossil forest tells us that trees once grew where trees do not grow today. 

It does not, by itself, tell us exactly when the climate changed. 

It does not tell us how rapidly the change occurred. 

It does not tell us whether the ice arrived before or after Noah's Flood. 

It does not identify the Flood as the cause. 

The observation is real. 

The reconstruction comes afterward. 

That distinction will matter throughout this study. 

There are things the Bible states. 

There are things we can observe. 

There are conclusions that follow strongly from the evidence. 

There are models that attempt to connect the pieces. 

And there are questions that remain unresolved. 

Faithfulness to Scripture does not require us to pretend that all five categories are the same. 

The physical evidence for widespread glaciation is not seriously disputed. 

Across great portions of North America, Europe and other regions, glaciers left marks upon the 

landscape. 

There are moraines where moving ice deposited rock and soil along its margins. 
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There are grooves and scratches cut into exposed bedrock. 

There are valleys with the broad U-shape commonly produced by glaciers. 

There are enormous boulders resting far from the formations from which they came. 

There are deposits left by moving and melting ice. 

There are remnants of lakes once held back by ice dams. 

There are shorelines indicating that ocean levels were once much lower than they are now. 

The disagreement is not primarily over whether enormous ice sheets existed. 

They did. 

The disagreement concerns how they formed, how many times they advanced, how long the 

process required and where the event belongs in Earth's history. 

We should also correct the picture many people carry in their minds. 

The Ice Age did not mean that the entire earth became a frozen ball. 

Large continental ice sheets were concentrated primarily in higher latitudes. 

Many parts of the world remained habitable. 

People lived during glacial conditions. 

Animals lived near glaciated regions. 

Grasslands supported mammoths and many other creatures. 

Some extremely cold areas remained relatively free of continental ice because they were too dry. 

That last point leads to the scientific heart of our question. 

Cold alone does not produce an Ice Age. 

That may sound strange at first. 

We associate ice with cold, so we naturally assume that an Ice Age simply requires the world to 

become extremely cold. 

But a freezer does not manufacture ice merely because it is cold. 

You must put water inside it. 

To build an ice sheet, the climate must provide two things at the same time. 

It must provide tremendous quantities of snow. 

It must also provide summers cool enough that the previous winter's snow does not completely 

melt. 

Snow falls in the winter. 
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Some of it remains through the summer. 

More falls the following winter. 

The accumulating weight compresses lower layers into ice. 

Year after year, the ice becomes thicker. 

Eventually it begins to move under its own weight. 

Glaciers spread outward and reshape the land beneath them. 

If winter is cold but little snow falls, an ice sheet cannot grow rapidly. 

If heavy snow falls but the summer melts all of it, an ice sheet cannot grow. 

An Ice Age requires a world cold enough to preserve the snow, but wet enough to keep 

producing it. 

This is where Noah's Flood becomes scientifically interesting. 

Genesis chapter 7, verse 11 says, 

"In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, 

the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were 

opened." 

The Flood described in Genesis was not an ordinary rainstorm that lasted longer than expected. 

The fountains of the great deep were broken up. 

The windows of heaven were opened. 

Water prevailed over the earth. 

The former world perished beneath Divine judgment. 

A catastrophe of that magnitude would have consequences for the oceans, the continents and the 

atmosphere. 

It could involve enormous geological movement. 

It could involve extensive volcanic activity. 

It could change ocean basins and coastlines. 

It could raise mountains and redistribute sediment. 

It could change the temperature and circulation of the oceans. 

But here is where we must draw our first careful line. 

Genesis tells us that the fountains of the great deep were broken up. 

Genesis does not give us a temperature reading for the oceans. 
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Genesis tells us that the world was flooded. 

Genesis does not provide a modern atmospheric model of the centuries that followed. 

The Flood is Biblical history. 

The proposed climatic consequences are scientific reconstruction. 

One of the most developed young-earth proposals is commonly called the post-Flood Ice Age 

model. 

It proposes that the Flood left the oceans substantially warmer than they are today. 

Extensive tectonic and volcanic activity could transfer tremendous heat into the water. 

Heated material could enter the ocean. 

The disruption of the fountains of the deep could contribute to changing oceanic conditions. 

Some models also propose that the pre-Flood world was generally warmer than the world we 

know today. 

If the oceans remained unusually warm after the Ark landed, evaporation would increase. 

Warmer water places more moisture into the atmosphere. 

That moisture can be carried toward mountains and higher latitudes. 

It can feed powerful storms. 

It can fall as enormous quantities of snow where the air and land are sufficiently cold. 

This answers the first requirement of an Ice Age. 

Where did the water come from to make so much snow? 

In the post-Flood model, warm oceans provided it. 

That produces a question that sounds almost like a contradiction. 

How can warmth help create an Ice Age? 

The answer is that the warmth and cold do not have to be located in exactly the same place. 

The warm ocean supplies the moisture. 

The cooler land preserves the snow. 

The model does not begin merely with a colder world. 

It begins with a world whose oceans are warm enough to fill the atmosphere with water, while 

conditions over the continents keep enough of that water frozen after it falls. 

But what could keep the continental summers cool? 

The proposed answer is continuing volcanic activity. 
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Large volcanic eruptions can send sulfur dioxide high into the atmosphere. 

There it can form tiny sulfate particles that reflect a portion of incoming sunlight. 

The result can be measurable cooling at Earth's surface. 

The cooling does not normally last for centuries after one eruption. 

Ordinary volcanic ash falls from the atmosphere relatively quickly. 

Therefore, a rapid Ice Age model cannot simply say, "There was a volcano, and then the world 

froze." 

It requires repeated major eruptions. 

It requires sufficient sulfur to reach high into the atmosphere. 

It requires continuing cooling during the critical summers. 

And it requires other climatic feedbacks to reinforce the effect. 

One of those feedbacks involves the snow itself. 

Dark ground absorbs a substantial amount of solar energy. 

Bright snow reflects much of that energy back upward. 

As snow-covered territory expands, more sunlight is reflected. 

The surface remains cooler. 

More snow survives the next summer. 

That surviving snow allows the ice sheet to continue growing. 

Put the proposed mechanism together. 

Warm oceans below supply enormous moisture. 

Volcanic aerosols above reduce the summer heat. 

Snow upon the continents reflects additional sunlight. 

Mountains provide colder elevations where accumulation can begin. 

Warm water makes the snow. 

Cool summers keep the snow. 

Accumulated snow becomes the ice. 

That is a far more serious proposal than saying that the water from Noah's Flood simply froze at 

the poles. 

The proposed sequence would look something like this. 

The Flood ends. 
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The Ark comes to rest. 

The waters recede. 

Noah and his family leave the Ark. 

The earth is again habitable, but it is not necessarily stable in every respect. 

The oceans remain warmer than they are today. 

Evaporation remains unusually high. 

Storms carry moisture toward colder continental interiors, mountains and higher latitudes. 

Volcanic activity continues after the central year of the Flood. 

Atmospheric aerosols help keep summers cooler. 

More snow remains from one year to the next. 

Snow is compressed into ice. 

Glaciers spread. 

As more water becomes stored in land-based ice, ocean levels fall. 

Eventually the ice sheets reach their greatest extent. 

Some creationist calculations propose that this could happen over several centuries. 

Other estimates allow more time. 

We must remember that those numbers come from the model. 

The Bible does not tell us that the glacial maximum occurred exactly five hundred years after 

Noah left the Ark. 

As the oceans gradually lose their excess heat, evaporation declines. 

As volcanic activity diminishes, the atmosphere clears. 

As summers become warmer, melting begins to exceed new accumulation. 

The glaciers retreat. 

Ice-dammed lakes form and sometimes fail. 

Great quantities of meltwater reshape regional landscapes. 

Ocean levels rise. 

Lands that had been connected become separated by water. 

The Ice Age, under this model, was not Noah's Flood. 

It was part of the world's long recovery from Noah's Flood. 

It may have been one of the Flood's longest-lasting aftershocks. 
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This may also help us understand how the nations and animals spread across the post-Flood 

world. 

When water is stored in immense ice sheets upon the land, less water remains in the oceans. 

Ocean levels fall. 

Shallow seas become dry land. 

Coastal plains become wider. 

Possible migration routes appear where there is water today. 

The Biblical sequence would begin with Noah's descendants multiplying after the Flood. 

Humanity later gathers at Babel in rebellion against God's command to fill the earth. 

God confounds their language. 

Families and nations begin dispersing. 

Lower ocean levels could provide routes for people and animals to move across regions that 

were later divided by rising seas. 

Then the glaciers melt. 

Ocean levels rise again. 

Populations that once traveled over land find themselves separated by water. 

That is a fascinating possibility. 

But a possible migration route is not a complete chronology of human history. 

We should not pretend we can assign every ancient settlement to a particular generation after 

Babel. 

We should not assign every people group to one of Noah's descendants merely because two 

names sound similar. 

The model may help explain opportunity for migration without answering every question about 

when each migration occurred. 

This brings us to the animals most people immediately associate with the Ice Age. 

Woolly mammoths. 

Popular pictures sometimes place every mammoth in the middle of a blizzard, struggling through 

endless snow. 

But mammoths did not normally live upon lifeless glaciers. 

They inhabited vast grassland and steppe environments. 
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Those environments supported extensive vegetation. 

They also supported horses, bison, woolly rhinoceroses, predators and many smaller animals. 

The Ice Age world was not uniformly frozen and empty. 

It contained regional climates and productive ecosystems. 

In some places the snow accumulated into glaciers. 

In other places the climate was cold and dry enough to preserve grasslands. 

Some mammoth remains have been remarkably preserved in frozen ground. 

That has produced stories of animals frozen instantly while still chewing fresh flowers. 

We should be cautious with those stories. 

Not every mammoth died in the same way. 

Not every mammoth carcass requires instantaneous freezing. 

Rapid burial, mud, sediment, cold conditions and frozen ground can all contribute to 

preservation. 

The end of the Ice Age could bring severe environmental disruption. 

Warming could change vegetation. 

Melting could produce mud and flooding. 

Rising water could isolate populations. 

Human hunting may have contributed in some locations. 

The precise combination remains disputed. 

The mammoth is not merely evidence of cold. 

It is evidence that a cold world once supported an astonishing abundance of life. 

Now we should return to Antarctica. 

What happened to the forests that once grew there? 

Conventional science generally places the development of the principal Antarctic ice sheet 

within a history of millions of years. 

It considers declining atmospheric carbon dioxide, changes in ocean circulation, continental 

elevation, geography, orbital conditions and climate feedbacks. 

Young-earth models compress that history dramatically. 

They commonly propose that warmer polar environments existed before the Flood or during 

earlier stages represented in the rock record. 
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Flood-related geological processes buried and preserved evidence of those environments. 

Major polar ice then developed under altered post-Flood conditions. 

The forest fossils establish the warmer environment. 

The ice establishes the colder environment. 

The timing and connection between them depend upon the historical framework used to interpret 

the evidence. 

Antarctica confirms dramatic climate change. 

It does not independently identify the cause of that change. 

At this point, someone may ask what conventional scientists believe caused the Ice Age. 

We should represent that position accurately. 

It would be wrong to say that scientists have no explanation. 

They have developed extensive models involving changes in Earth's orbit and axial tilt. 

Those changes affect the seasonal distribution of sunlight, particularly summer sunlight at higher 

northern latitudes. 

The models also include atmospheric carbon dioxide, ocean circulation, ice-sheet elevation, 

snow reflectivity and numerous interacting feedbacks. 

Within the conventional chronology, glaciers advanced and retreated repeatedly over long 

periods. 

Researchers continue refining how these factors interacted and why particular ice sheets grew in 

some regions but not in others. 

The disagreement is not between an explanation and no explanation. 

It is between reconstructions built within very different histories. 

The conventional model assumes a long chronology and interprets the evidence within it. 

The rapid post-Flood model begins with Biblical history and asks whether catastrophic 

conditions could account for the evidence within a shorter chronology. 

Both sides can stand before the same scratched bedrock. 

Both sides can measure the same moraine. 

Both sides can examine the same ice core. 

The disagreement begins when they attempt to reconstruct everything that happened before any 

of them were there to observe it. 
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That does not mean every explanation is equally good. 

Models must be tested against evidence. 

They must make physical sense. 

They must account for difficult facts and not merely the convenient ones. 

They must be corrected when their predictions fail. 

The post-Flood model has genuine strengths. 

It provides a source for extraordinary atmospheric moisture. 

It combines that moisture with reduced summer melting. 

It connects glaciation with a catastrophe capable of changing oceans, land and atmosphere. 

It offers a possible reason for extensive volcanism. 

It connects falling ocean levels with the period of human and animal dispersal. 

It recognizes the important feedback among oceans, snow, ice and sunlight. 

It is not a careless claim that forty days of rain suddenly froze. 

It is a serious attempt to construct a physical model from warm oceans, cooler continents and an 

altered post-Flood world. 

But honesty requires us to discuss what the model has not yet resolved. 

Could enough snow accumulate to produce immense ice sheets within several centuries? 

Some calculations say that unusually high snowfall could produce rapid accumulation. 

But calculations depend upon assumptions about ocean temperature, wind, storms, summer 

melting and ice movement. 

Could warm oceans supply moisture without keeping nearby winters too warm for snow? 

The effect would not be identical everywhere. 

Coasts, mountains and continental interiors would respond differently. 

Detailed climate modeling is necessary. 

Could volcanic aerosols remain effective long enough? 

One eruption would not be enough. 

The model requires sustained or repeated sulfur-rich volcanism and reinforcing climate 

feedbacks. 

What about the heat generated by catastrophic tectonic activity? 

Some heat might help explain warm oceans. 
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Too much heat would make the post-Flood world uninhabitable. 

How that heat could be removed rapidly remains a major question for catastrophic Flood models. 

What about ice cores? 

Scientists have drilled deep into Greenland and Antarctica. 

They have identified layers containing dust, gases, volcanic material and chemical changes. 

Conventional researchers interpret these as extremely long records containing numerous climate 

cycles. 

A compressed model must explain which layers are annual, whether individual storms can 

produce multiple visible layers, how accumulation rates changed and why different records can 

be correlated. 

What about evidence interpreted as repeated advances and retreats of the ice? 

A single Ice Age can certainly contain regional advances and retreats. 

An ice margin does not move in only one direction. 

Changes in snowfall and summer temperature can cause it to advance, pause and retreat. 

But the rapid model must still show that this can account for the full pattern of deposits. 

These questions do not automatically disprove a post-Flood Ice Age. 

They do mean that we should not speak as though every difficulty has disappeared. 

The strongest faith does not need to hide the hardest evidence. 

Our confidence is in what God has said. 

Our models are attempts to understand what God has made. 

The model serves the investigation. 

The model is not inspired Scripture. 

If better evidence requires part of the model to change, we may change the model without 

changing one word of the Bible. 

That is an important principle far beyond this one subject. 

Sometimes Christians believe they are defending Scripture when they are actually defending one 

particular explanation of Scripture. 

Sometimes critics believe they have disproved Scripture when they have only identified a 

weakness in one human model. 

The two are not the same. 
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We should defend what the Bible says. 

We should investigate what the creation reveals. 

We should admit what we do not yet know. 

And we should refuse to give a human explanation the authority that belongs only to God's 

Word. 

Does the Bible say anything about snow and ice after the Flood? 

It certainly speaks about snow, frost, hail and frozen waters. 

Job chapter 37, beginning with verse 6, says, 

"For he saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth; likewise to the small rain, and to the great rain of 

his strength." 

Then verses 9 and 10 say, 

"Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: and cold out of the north. 

"By the breath of God frost is given: and the breadth of the waters is straitened." 

In Job chapter 38, God speaks directly to Job. 

Verse 22 asks, 

"Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail" 

Then verses 29 and 30 ask, 

"Out of whose womb came the ice? and the hoary frost of heaven, who hath gendered it? 

"The waters are hid as with a stone, and the face of the deep is frozen." 

Some creationists have suggested that Job lived during the post-Flood Ice Age. 

The book contains numerous vivid references to cold, snow, frost and ice. 

Job also appears to reflect an early period of Biblical history. 

It is possible that Job lived in a world still affected by unusual post-Flood climatic conditions. 

But the date of Job is disputed. 

Snow and frozen water do not require a continental Ice Age. 

And the language in Job is poetic. 

It exalts God's sovereignty over creation. 

Therefore, we should not announce that Job 38 is a technical description of a continental ice 

sheet moving across the landscape. 

Job may have lived during conditions associated with an Ice Age. 
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The passage does not prove it. 

What, then, was God teaching Job? 

God was not giving Job a climate lecture. 

God was exposing the difference between human observation and Divine knowledge. 

Job could see the snow. 

God commanded it. 

Job could feel the frost. 

God knew its origin. 

Job could stand beside frozen water. 

God governed the wind, the temperature and the storm that produced it. 

There is a difference between studying a process and ruling that process. 

There is a difference between naming something and creating it. 

There is a difference between constructing a model of the past and having been present when it 

happened. 

Today we possess instruments Job never imagined. 

We can drill thousands of feet into ice. 

We can analyze microscopic particles. 

We can measure trapped gases. 

We can map the former boundaries of glaciers from satellites. 

We can place climate equations into powerful computers. 

Those are remarkable achievements. 

We should be grateful for every honest discovery. 

But none of our instruments make us omniscient. 

We may drill into the ice, count its layers, study its gases and reconstruct its history. 

Only God was present when the first snowflake fell. 

Only God saw every storm. 

Only God knows the history of every particle trapped inside the ice. 

Only God can say to the snow, "Be thou on the earth." 

Psalm 147 says, 

"He giveth snow like wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. 
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"He casteth forth his ice like morsels: who can stand before his cold? 

"He sendeth out his word, and melteth them: he causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow." 

God governs the freezing. 

God governs the melting. 

God governs the wind. 

God governs the flowing water. 

Whether the post-Flood model proves correct in every detail remains open to investigation. 

That snow and ice remain under the authority of their Creator is Biblical truth. 

There are several lessons here for our lives. 

First, present conditions are not necessarily permanent conditions. 

Antarctica looks as though it has always been frozen. 

Yet beneath the ice and within the rocks are reminders of a different environment. 

Sometimes we make the same mistake with our lives. 

We look at a present trial and assume it will last forever. 

We look at a damaged relationship and decide it can never be repaired. 

We look at a difficult season and cannot imagine a different one. 

We treat what exists today as though it must be what exists tomorrow. 

But the God of cold and heat is also the God of changing seasons. 

Winter is real. 

Winter can be severe. 

Winter is not the only season God created. 

Second, deliverance does not always remove every consequence immediately. 

The Flood ended. 

Noah was safe. 

The Ark had done exactly what God designed it to do. 

But Noah entered a world bearing the scars of judgment. 

If a great Ice Age followed, some consequences of that judgment continued for generations. 

The same principle appears in our lives. 

God can forgive sin immediately. 

Healing the damage caused by that sin may require time. 
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A family can begin reconciliation in one conversation. 

Rebuilding trust may take many more conversations. 

Salvation removes condemnation completely. 

It does not promise that every earthly consequence disappears in the same moment. 

Third, God remains faithful in an altered world. 

Noah could not rebuild the world that had perished. 

He could only walk faithfully in the world God placed before him. 

God did not promise Noah that every day would be comfortable. 

He promised that while the earth remained, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 

winter, day and night would not cease. 

The climate might change. 

The landscape might change. 

Ocean levels might change. 

The faithfulness of God would not change. 

Perhaps you are living in an altered world today. 

Something happened that you cannot undo. 

Someone is gone. 

A plan failed. 

A relationship changed. 

Your health changed. 

Your family changed. 

You keep looking backward, wishing you could return to the world as it was before. 

Noah could not return to the world before the Flood. 

But God was already present in the world after it. 

God's covenant did not depend upon Noah recovering what had been lost. 

God's faithfulness met him where he stood. 

Fourth, we should be humble about what we know. 

Humility does not mean refusing to investigate. 

God never rebuked Job for noticing the snow. 
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God rebuked the presumption that a limited human perspective could sit in judgment over the 

wisdom of God. 

Ask the question. 

Examine the fossil. 

Measure the glacier. 

Test the model. 

But do not confuse your explanation with omniscience. 

Finally, the Flood directs us toward a greater question than the origin of the Ice Age. 

Noah did not survive because he understood atmospheric science. 

Noah did not calculate ocean temperatures. 

Noah did not predict the influence of volcanic aerosols. 

Noah did not save himself by solving the mysteries of the post-Flood world. 

God warned him of judgment. 

Noah believed God. 

God provided an Ark. 

Noah entered the provision God supplied. 

The Ark reminds us that judgment is real. 

It also reminds us that God graciously provides a place of refuge. 

The most important question is not whether you can explain what happened after the Ark. 

The most important question is whether you have entered the refuge to which the Ark pointed. 

Every one of us has sinned. 

We have violated God's law in thought, word and action. 

We cannot protect ourselves from judgment through morality, religion, education or good 

intentions. 

But God loved us. 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came into this world. 

He lived the sinless life we could not live. 

He went to the cross and bore the judgment our sins deserved. 

He died. 

He was buried. 
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On the third day, He rose again. 

Salvation is not a reward we earn. 

It is a gift God offers by grace. 

You receive that gift by turning from your self-reliance and placing your trust in Jesus Christ. 

The door of the Ark was not one possible refuge among many. 

It was God's appointed way of deliverance from the coming judgment. 

Jesus said, 

"I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." 

If you have never trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior, you can do that today. 

You do not need to understand every mystery of creation before you come to the Creator. 

You do not need to solve the Ice Age. 

You need to recognize your sin and trust the Savior who died and rose again for you. 

If that is the desire of your heart, you may pray with me. 

The words themselves do not save you. 

Jesus saves you. 

Prayer is simply the way you express your faith to Him. 

Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner. 

I know that I cannot save myself. 

I believe that You died on the cross for my sins. 

I believe that You were buried and rose again. 

I turn from trusting myself and place my trust in You. 

Forgive me. 

Save me. 

Give me the eternal life You promised. 

Help me follow You from this day forward. 

In Jesus' name, 

Amen. 

Before we leave, return with me one more time to that frozen continent. 
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Somewhere beneath Antarctica's ice are remains of a world that looked entirely different. 

Across North America and Europe are scars left by glaciers that no longer cover the land. 

Within frozen ground are creatures that once walked through productive grasslands. 

Within Scripture is the record of a judgment that changed the world and a covenant that 

preserved it. 

Could Noah's Flood have caused the Ice Age? 

It could have produced conditions capable of doing so. 

Warm oceans could supply extraordinary moisture. 

Volcanic aerosols could help keep summers cool. 

Surviving snow could reflect sunlight and reinforce the cooling. 

Over time, snow could become continental ice. 

The model has real explanatory strength. 

It also has questions that remain unanswered. 

So we will continue to investigate. 

We will examine the evidence without fearing it. 

We will defend what Scripture says without adding to it. 

We will correct our models when correction is necessary. 

And when our investigation is finished, God's question to Job will still stand. 

"Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow?" 

No, Lord. 

We have examined some of Your treasures. 

We have not exhausted them. 

We know enough to wonder. 

We know enough to investigate. 

We know enough to remain humble. 

Most importantly, we know enough to trust the One who commands the snow, rules the oceans, 

judges sin, preserves His creation and saves everyone who comes to Him through Jesus Christ. 

Aloha Nui Loa. 
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COMMENTARY ORIENTATION 

The title asks whether Noah's Flood caused the Ice Age. The question is worth asking because the world 

described after the Ark was not merely wet. Genesis records a catastrophe involving the heavens, the 

deep, the land, living creatures and the atmosphere. A disturbance of that magnitude invites investigation 

into consequences that could continue after the water receded. 

The question must also be stated carefully. Scripture directly records Noah's Flood. It does not contain a 

chapter labeled "The Ice Age," specify the temperature of the post-Flood oceans or identify volcanic 

aerosols as the cause of cool summers. Those ideas belong to a scientific reconstruction developed within 

a young-earth reading of Biblical history. The distinction does not weaken the inquiry. It makes the 

inquiry honest. 

This Commentary therefore proceeds through three categories. Biblical certainty identifies what the 

inspired text states. Physical requirement identifies processes that can be observed and tested, such as 

evaporation, snowfall, melting and reflectivity. Historical reconstruction organizes evidence into an 

account of what may have happened in the unobserved past. Confusing these categories either makes 

Scripture say too much or makes observation say more than it can prove. 

CENTRAL COMMENTARY CLAIM | Noah's Flood is Biblical history. A rapid post-Flood Ice Age is a 

serious scientific reconstruction in which warm oceans could supply extraordinary moisture, repeated 

volcanic aerosols could help keep summers cool and expanding snow could reinforce the cooling. The 

model is coherent and worth considering, but it is not an explicit sentence of Scripture and important 

quantitative questions remain. 

 

The subject is larger than frozen poles. Antarctica provides a striking opening because fossil plants and 

rooted soils reveal a warmer vegetated past beneath a continent now covered by ice. Yet Antarctica is not 

identical with the Northern Hemisphere glaciation commonly called the Ice Age. The Commentary 

begins with that visible contrast, then turns to the broader question of how continental ice sheets could 

form. 

WAS ANTARCTICA ALWAYS FROZEN? 

Fossil forests beneath a frozen continent 

Antarctica contains fossil wood, leaves, pollen, spores and rooted soil horizons. Modern drilling and 

geophysical work have recovered evidence of temperate vegetation from locations that are now among 

the coldest on Earth. One well-known West Antarctic sediment sequence contains a dense network of 

fossil roots with pollen and spores interpreted as a temperate rainforest environment near the South Pole. 

The observation is substantial even when interpreters disagree about chronology. The material records an 

environment very different from the present ice-covered landscape. A Christian does not need to accept 
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every conventional date before acknowledging the fossils. A conventional scientist does not need to 

accept a Flood chronology before acknowledging that Antarctic climate changed greatly. 

The proper conclusion is limited and important: Antarctica has not always possessed its present 

environment. Fossil vegetation demonstrates a warmer past. It does not, by itself, identify the event that 

changed the climate, determine when the present ice formed or prove that the Flood immediately froze 

the continent. 

Antarctica is not the whole Ice Age 

Popular discussion often pictures the Arctic and Antarctica as two matching frozen caps. Their geography 

is different. The Arctic is principally an ocean surrounded by land. Antarctica is a high continent 

surrounded by ocean. Elevation, ocean circulation, atmospheric circulation and land distribution affect 

them differently. 

Conventional chronology also places the growth of major Antarctic ice much earlier than the large 

Northern Hemisphere ice sheets associated with the recent Pleistocene glaciations. Young-earth 

researchers dispute that timescale and may place deposits differently within Flood and post-Flood 

history. Even so, the physical distinction remains. A model must explain regional ice histories rather than 

use "the poles" as though both locations had one identical climatic story. 

Antarctica is therefore the opening mystery, not the entire argument. It teaches the congregation that the 

climate has changed. The investigation must then ask what an Ice Age physically requires and whether a 

Flood-related model can meet those requirements. 

THE FLOOD TEXT PERMITS A LARGE INVESTIGATION 

GENESIS 7:11 KJV | In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of 

the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven 

were opened. 

 

Sources beneath and above 

Genesis joins the breaking up of the fountains of the great deep with the opening of the windows of 

heaven. The Flood is not presented as an unusually long ordinary storm. Water comes from above and 

below within a judgment that covers the mountains and destroys the land-dwelling world outside the Ark. 

The expression "fountains of the great deep" communicates extraordinary disturbance beneath the 

surface. It does not function as a technical dictionary entry for magma, plate velocity, hydrothermal vents 

or ocean temperature. Those details must be argued from a model and from physical evidence. The pulpit 

should not transform a proposed mechanism into the lexical meaning of a Hebrew phrase. 

At the same time, the scale of the event warrants broad consequences. A global catastrophe involving 

oceans, continents and atmosphere would not reasonably be expected to end with every physical 
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condition instantly returning to the modern state. The Flood narrative establishes a world-altering event. 

Scientific investigation asks what kinds of aftereffects such an event could leave. 

Catastrophe and consequence 

The Bible often distinguishes deliverance from the immediate removal of every consequence. Israel 

leaves Egypt in one night but must travel through the wilderness. David is forgiven yet continues to 

experience painful effects in his household. A storm may cease while damaged land and lives require 

time to recover. 

Noah leaves the Ark as a saved man in an altered world. The ground has been judged, the former 

population is gone and the geography available to his family has changed. If exceptional oceans, 

volcanism, unstable terrain and climatic adjustment continued for centuries, those conditions would be 

aftereffects of the Flood rather than additional days of the Flood itself. 

This distinction supports the study's controlling metaphor. The Ice Age may not have been a phase of the 

Flood water covering the Earth. It could have been one of the Flood's longest-lasting aftershocks. 

GENESIS 8 PRESENTS AN ALTERED BUT ORDERED WORLD 

GENESIS 8:22 KJV | While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 

and winter, and day and night shall not cease. 

 

God remembered Noah 

Genesis 8 begins with Divine action: "And God remembered Noah." The statement does not imply that 

God had forgotten him. It announces covenant attention and action. God makes a wind to pass over the 

Earth, restrains the sources of water and brings the Ark toward rest. 

The text holds providence and physical process together. God sends the wind, and the wind participates 

in the abating of the waters. Scripture does not force a choice between Divine government and secondary 

causes. The Creator may rule by commands, ordinary processes, extraordinary processes or combinations 

that exceed present understanding. 

This is an important safeguard for the entire Commentary. Evaporation, aerosols, precipitation and ice 

flow do not compete with God. If those processes contributed to post-Flood glaciation, they operated 

within His creation and under His authority. 

Seasons continue because God is faithful 

Genesis 8:22 names seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night. The promise 

is not that every year will have the same weather or that the global climate will never change. It is that 

the ordered rhythms necessary for life will continue while the Earth remains. 



REASON TOGETHER CHURCH  |  REASON TOGETHER STUDIES 
www.ReasonTogether.Church  •  STUDY COMMENTARY  • 

PAGE 4 

Cold and heat belong inside covenant faithfulness. A severe climatic interval would not mean that 

creation escaped God's government. The same promise that allows a farmer to expect seasons also allows 

those seasons to vary within providential boundaries. 

Genesis 8:22 therefore provides a Biblical frame, not an Ice Age date. It permits the sermon to speak 

about cold, heat and changing seasons after the Flood without claiming that the verse predicts a particular 

glacial maximum. 

WHAT DOES AN ICE AGE REQUIRE? 

Cold alone does not build an ice sheet 

A freezer may preserve ice, but it does not produce a growing block of ice without water. The same 

principle applies to an ice sheet. Snow must fall. More snow must remain through the year than is lost 

through melting, runoff, sublimation and the discharge of ice into the sea. 

Very cold air can hold little moisture. Some of the coldest modern polar regions are deserts with low 

precipitation. Telling the congregation that "the world became cold" does not explain where enough snow 

came from to cover millions of square miles and build ice thousands of feet thick. 

The first requirement is abundant moisture and sustained snowfall in the right places. The second is 

summer conditions cool enough to preserve a portion of that snow. Winter cold matters, but summer 

survival determines whether one year's snow becomes the base for the next. 

PHYSICAL SUMMARY | Warm water made the snow. Cool summers kept the snow. Accumulated snow 

became the ice. 

 

Mass balance governs growth and retreat 

Glaciologists describe the difference between accumulation and loss as mass balance. When annual 

accumulation exceeds annual loss, ice grows. When loss exceeds accumulation, ice retreats. This 

relationship is not owned by one chronology. It is a physical requirement that every historical model must 

address. 

Snow compacts under its own weight. Air is squeezed from the layers, grains change and firn gradually 

becomes glacial ice. The ice then flows under gravity, spreading from accumulation centers toward lower 

elevations and margins. A rapid model must provide not only snowfall but enough time and conditions 

for compaction, flow and the observed geographical extent. 

The value of beginning with mass balance is that it tests slogans. Neither "God froze the Earth" nor 

"orbital cycles caused the Ice Age" is a complete physical explanation. Each model must account for 

moisture, temperature, geography, feedbacks, duration and the record left by moving ice. 
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WARM POST-FLOOD OCEANS AS THE MOISTURE ENGINE 

Why warmth can help make ice 

Warmth sounds like the opposite of an Ice Age until the moisture requirement is understood. Warmer 

ocean surfaces increase evaporation. The atmosphere can transport that water vapor toward colder land 

and high terrain where it condenses and falls as snow. 

A Flood model may propose warmer oceans for several reasons. Extraordinary tectonic activity, 

volcanism, hot material exposed to seawater and different pre-Flood boundary conditions could add heat. 

The Flood itself would mix ocean basins and disturb circulation. None of those suggestions is stated 

directly in Genesis, but together they supply a proposed physical inheritance from the catastrophe. 

Warm ocean water would also increase the hydrological cycle. Stronger evaporation can support 

powerful storms and heavy precipitation. In cold continental interiors or mountains, that precipitation 

could build snow rapidly compared with modern polar rates. 

This is the creationist model's most memorable strength. It explains why an Ice Age needs more than cold 

and identifies the Flood as a possible source of extraordinary moisture. 

The same warmth creates a difficulty 

Warm oceans release heat as well as moisture. Nearby coasts and downwind regions may experience 

milder winters. Some creationist climate simulations using warm ocean boundary conditions have 

produced land temperatures too warm for immediate glacial inception in important regions. 

The difficulty does not erase the moisture mechanism. It requires the model to become more specific. 

Elevation, distance from the coast, circulation, season, cloud cover, aerosols and regional geography 

must combine so that moisture reaches land while summers remain cool enough for net accumulation. 

Responsible Commentary should state both sides. Warm oceans answer the question, "Where did the 

snow come from?" They do not automatically answer, "Why did the snow survive?" The cooling side of 

the model remains essential. 

COULD VOLCANOES HELP KEEP SUMMERS COOL? 

Sulfur aerosols, not simply falling ash 

Large sulfur-rich eruptions can inject sulfur dioxide high into the atmosphere. Chemical reactions form 

sulfate aerosols that reflect and scatter incoming sunlight. Major modern eruptions demonstrate 

measurable surface cooling for a limited period. 

This mechanism is more precise than saying that ash blocked the sun. Coarse ash usually falls from the 

atmosphere relatively quickly. Fine sulfate particles in the stratosphere can spread widely and remain 

longer, though they still do not last for centuries from one eruption. 
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The Flood model therefore requires repeated eruptions or a prolonged period of volcanism. Residual 

tectonic instability after the Flood could supply such activity. Aerosol cooling could reduce summer 

melting while warm oceans continued to supply moisture. 

The physical process is established in short episodes. The proposed duration and magnitude in a post-

Flood model are historical questions that require calculation. 

Cooling cannot be assumed from every eruption 

Volcanic effects depend upon sulfur content, plume height, latitude, season and the climate already in 

place. Volcanoes also release carbon dioxide and water vapor. Eruptions that do not place sufficient 

sulfur in the stratosphere may have little global cooling effect. 

Repeated volcanism must also be timed correctly. Too little cooling allows summer melt to erase the 

winter snow. Excessive dust or darkness could damage the post-Flood biosphere on which people and 

animals depended. The mechanism must produce a habitable but glacially favorable world. 

The approved wording is therefore measured: post-Flood volcanism could have helped keep summers 

cool. The Commentary should not say that volcanoes automatically froze the Earth. 

SNOW REFLECTIVITY AND THE GROWTH OF A FEEDBACK 

White surfaces change the energy balance 

Fresh snow reflects much of the sunlight that reaches it. Darker soil, rock, forest and open water absorb 

more solar energy. Once snow survives summer over a large enough area, the brighter surface produces 

additional cooling. 

This snow-albedo feedback appears in both conventional and creationist climate models. It can reinforce 

an initial change. More surviving snow increases reflectivity. Greater reflectivity reduces absorbed 

energy. Reduced summer melting permits still more snow to survive. 

The feedback is powerful but not independent. Reflectivity cannot provide the first moisture and cannot 

explain why the initial summers were cool. It amplifies conditions supplied by other parts of the model. 

Ice height can reinforce regional climate 

As an ice sheet thickens, its surface rises into colder air. High ice also alters atmospheric flow and 

precipitation. The growing sheet can therefore create regional conditions different from those present 

before glaciation. 

These feedbacks help explain why an Ice Age need not be a single uniform plunge in global temperature. 

Glaciation can begin in favorable high-latitude or high-elevation regions, change circulation and expand 

unevenly. Some cold regions may remain comparatively dry while others receive immense snowfall. 
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ASSEMBLING THE PROPOSED POST-FLOOD SEQUENCE 

From catastrophe to glacial maximum 

The proposed sequence begins with the global Flood. Extraordinary tectonic and volcanic activity 

disturbs oceans, continents and atmosphere. Ocean water remains warmer than today and supplies intense 

evaporation. Newly elevated terrain provides cold accumulation zones. 

Continued sulfur-rich volcanism reduces summer sunlight. Snowfall arrives on cold continents and 

mountains. Some snow survives summer, increases surface reflectivity and compacts into ice. Growing 

ice sheets rise into colder air and alter regional circulation. Accumulation exceeds loss, so the ice 

expands. 

As oceans cool and volcanism declines, extraordinary snowfall and aerosol forcing diminish. Eventually 

summer melting exceeds new accumulation. Ice sheets retreat, sea level rises and enormous meltwater 

systems reshape regional landscapes. 

Michael Oard's published rapid model commonly places several centuries between the Flood and glacial 

maximum with roughly two additional centuries of major melting. Other creationist estimates vary. 

Scripture does not provide these numbers. They are model calculations that must be tested against ice 

volume, snowfall rates, human history and geological evidence. 

The Ice Age as an aftershock 

Calling the Ice Age an aftershock preserves an important chronological distinction. The Flood judgment 

is complete when the waters recede and Noah leaves the Ark. Climatic adjustment continues afterward as 

a consequence of the changed world. 

This also gives the sermon pastoral force. Forgiveness and deliverance can be decisive while 

consequences take time to unfold or heal. Noah was safe by God's provision before he understood the 

altered climate. The world had changed, but the faithfulness of God had not. 

THE CONVENTIONAL GLACIAL MODEL 

Orbital forcing and interacting feedbacks 

The mainstream explanation is not simply "the Earth became cold for no reason." It combines changes in 

Earth's orbit and axial orientation with greenhouse gases, ocean circulation, ice elevation, vegetation, 

dust and snow reflectivity. 

Orbital changes alter the geographical and seasonal distribution of sunlight. Reduced summer sunlight at 

high northern latitudes can allow winter snow to persist. Ice-albedo feedback then amplifies the cooling. 

Carbon dioxide and ocean circulation respond and contribute to the developing climate. 
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Coupled climate and ice-sheet models continue to test how these factors produce the timing and extent 

inferred from geological records. Uncertainty remains concerning regional precipitation, basal sliding, 

initial ice geometry, feedback strength and other parameters. Uncertainty does not mean absence of a 

developed explanation. 

Where the models disagree 

The greatest disagreement concerns history and timescale. Conventional models interpret multiple glacial 

and interglacial cycles across hundreds of thousands to millions of years. The rapid post-Flood model 

compresses the principal recent glaciation into centuries within Biblical chronology. 

Both approaches use many of the same physical relationships. Both recognize the importance of cool 

summers, snowfall, reflectivity, elevation and circulation. They differ in boundary conditions, 

chronology, interpretation of proxy records and the historical events allowed to shape the initial state. 

The strongest RTS study represents the conventional model accurately before evaluating it. 

Misrepresentation may excite an audience for a moment, but it weakens trust and prevents genuine 

reasoning. 

THE OBSERVABLE RECORD OF MOVING ICE 

Glacial features do not depend entirely upon a date 

Moving ice scratches and polishes bedrock. It carries poorly sorted debris, transports boulders far from 

their source and deposits moraines at its margins. It carves broad valleys and changes drainage. Ice dams 

can create enormous lakes whose failure releases catastrophic regional floods. 

These observations establish extensive former glaciation. They show that ice once occupied areas now 

free of continental sheets. They do not, standing alone, determine an absolute date or the number of 

complete Ice Ages. 

Historical conclusions require correlation. Researchers compare landforms, sediment sequences, fossils, 

marine records, isotopes and multiple dating methods. A rapid model must explain the combined pattern 

rather than assigning every repeated feature to one unspecified local fluctuation. 

Multiple advances can occur within one principal Ice Age 

An ice sheet does not move in one uninterrupted direction. Changes in temperature, precipitation and 

circulation can produce advances, pauses and retreats. Multiple moraines therefore do not automatically 

prove wholly separate Ice Ages. 

The conventional case for repeated cycles rests upon more than multiple moraines. It includes correlated 

marine isotope patterns, soils, fossils and ice-core records. Creationist researchers may interpret those 

correlations differently, but they carry the responsibility to offer a quantitative account of the total 

evidence. 
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The observation is real. The reconstruction comes afterward. 

ICE CORES AND THE CHRONOLOGY QUESTION 

What ice cores preserve 

Greenland and Antarctic ice cores preserve visible layers, isotopic variations, trapped gases, dust, salts 

and volcanic material. They provide extraordinary records of atmospheric and climatic change. 

Conventional chronologies extend Greenland cores beyond one hundred thousand years and Antarctic 

gas records through multiple glacial cycles over far longer periods. 

Young-earth proposals include rapid early accumulation, subannual layers, changing isotope 

relationships and compressed chronologies. These suggestions must account for correlations between 

independent cores, volcanic markers and other proxy archives. 

It is not responsible to tell a congregation that ice cores have already been fully explained within a rapid 

model. They are among the most significant challenges to a compressed chronology and deserve a 

separate RTS study. 

Instruments enlarge observation, not eyewitness status 

Modern researchers possess powerful tools. Satellites measure ice movement. Laboratories analyze 

isotopes and gases. Computer models test the consequences of proposed conditions. These methods 

greatly enlarge knowledge. 

They do not place a human observer beside the first glacial storm. Every reconstruction of the distant past 

joins present evidence to assumptions, tested relationships and a historical model. That limitation applies 

to creationists and conventional scientists alike. 

Scientific humility does not mean that all explanations are equally strong. It means that conclusions 

should be stated at the level of evidence supporting them. 

JOB AND THE LANGUAGE OF ICE 

JOB 37:9-10 KJV | Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: and cold out of the north. By the breath of 

God frost is given: and the breadth of the waters is straitened. 

 

Did Job live during the Ice Age? 

Job contains concentrated language about snow, frost, hail, frozen streams and cold. Some creationist 

writers place Job in an early post-Flood setting and suggest that the climate language reflects the Ice Age. 
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The proposal is possible, but the date of Job is disputed. Snow and frozen water also occur in regional 

climates without a continental ice sheet nearby. Weather vocabulary alone cannot establish a glacial 

chronology. 

The Commentary may note the possibility while refusing to preach it as fact. Job's greatest contribution is 

not a hidden date. It is a theology of creation in which human beings observe effects while God knows 

origins, boundaries and purposes. 

Weather is beyond human command but not Divine command 

Elihu attributes rain, snow, cold and frost to God's command. This does not deny atmospheric 

mechanisms. It places them under providence. The waters are straitened, or bound, by cold because the 

Creator rules the conditions through which freezing occurs. 

Job cannot summon the storm, govern its path or explain every purpose. Yet he is invited to observe. 

Biblical humility is not refusal to investigate. It is investigation without the pretense of Creator-level 

knowledge. 

THE TREASURES OF THE SNOW 

JOB 38:22 KJV | Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the 

hail, 

 

God's questions establish the true scale 

When God answers Job from the whirlwind, He does not give a short explanation for Job's suffering. He 

asks questions that move across foundations of the Earth, boundaries of the sea, pathways of light, 

storehouses of snow, constellations, animals and birth. 

"Hast thou entered" asks about direct access. Job has seen snow, but he has not entered its treasuries or 

governed its release. God distinguishes human observation from Divine presence and rule. 

Modern equipment changes the reach of observation but not the Creator-creature distinction. An ice core 

may preserve ancient snow. A satellite may track modern ice. A simulation may calculate a response. 

None makes the investigator present when the first snowflake of the Ice Age fell. 

Only God was present when the first snowflake fell. 

The question disciplines every model 

Job 38 should not be used to stop science. God's speech repeatedly directs attention to the created world. 

The proper response is wonder, careful observation and humility. 
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The text applies equally to the preferred creationist model. Christians should not speak as though 

accepting the Flood grants automatic knowledge of every physical consequence. Revelation supplies a 

sure historical and theological frame. It does not eliminate the labor of testing a proposed reconstruction. 

The sermon reaches its intellectual climax here. We may find a model coherent. We may identify 

evidence that strengthens or challenges it. We may not confuse serious reasoning with omniscience. 

PSALM 147 AND PROVIDENCE 

PSALM 147:16-18 KJV | He giveth snow like wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. He casteth forth 

his ice like morsels: who can stand before his cold? He sendeth out his word, and melteth them: he causeth 

his wind to blow, and the waters flow. 

 

Freezing and thawing under one Lord 

The Psalm moves from snow and frost to ice, cold, God's Word, wind and flowing water. Freezing and 

thawing are not rival kingdoms. The same Lord governs both. 

This supplies the Commentary with its best theology of changing climate. God is sovereign over 

accumulation and melting. He may govern through temperature, wind, sunlight, water and terrain. The 

presence of a physical mechanism does not remove His authority. 

The passage describes providence rather than one dated glacial event. It should not be presented as a 

prediction of the post-Flood Ice Age. Its value is more enduring: every season and every process remains 

under the Word of God. 

SEA LEVEL, BABEL AND HUMAN DISPERSAL 

Land ice stores ocean water 

When large volumes of water accumulate on land as ice, global sea level falls. Conventional Last Glacial 

Maximum reconstructions place mean sea level approximately 120 to 130 meters, about 394 to 427 feet, 

below the present level. 

Lower seas expose continental shelves, widen coastal plains and connect some regions by land. Beringia 

between Asia and North America is the best-known example. These landscapes could provide corridors 

for animals and people. 

Within a post-Flood model, the sequence may connect with dispersal after Babel. A growing human 

population, divided languages and lower sea level could help explain migration into distant regions. 
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Possibility is not a complete migration history 

Geography alone does not identify which people traveled by which route or on what date. Migration also 

depends upon population growth, food, technology, weather, language and habitable environments. 

The Commentary should therefore say that glacial sea levels could assist post-Babel dispersal. It should 

not claim that one land bridge proves an exact Babel chronology or justifies speculative ethnic 

genealogies. 

MAMMOTHS AND A PRODUCTIVE COLD WORLD 

The mammoth steppe was not one continuous glacier 

Mammoths and other large herbivores inhabited extensive steppe-tundra environments. Those 

ecosystems had to produce enough grass and other vegetation to support abundant animals. High-latitude 

cold did not mean that every landscape lay beneath moving ice. 

The mammoth is therefore not merely evidence of cold. It is evidence that a cold world once supported 

an astonishing abundance of life. 

This ecological reality helps correct oversimplified pictures. Ice sheets covered major regions while 

adjacent areas remained dry, grassy and biologically productive. Climate patterns were regional and 

complex. 

Frozen does not always mean instantly frozen 

Some mammoth carcasses are remarkably preserved, but the circumstances differ. Rapid burial, mud, 

sediment, seasonal freezing, scavenging history and later permafrost can produce varied outcomes. 

The popular image of every mammoth being flash frozen by one sudden atmospheric collapse is not 

supported. Creationist literature itself contains detailed criticism of a universal quick-freeze explanation. 

Responsible teaching keeps the wonder and rejects the sensation. Mammoths testify to a world in 

transition. They do not permit one dramatic mechanism to be applied to every carcass. 

THE HEAT PROBLEM AND OTHER UNRESOLVED QUESTIONS 

Where did the Flood's heat go? 

Accelerated tectonic and geological processes generate immense heat. A portion of that heat is invoked to 

warm post-Flood oceans. Yet the amount cannot be so great that the oceans boil or the world emerging 

from the Ark becomes uninhabitable. 

Creationist researchers have acknowledged this heat problem and proposed removal mechanisms. No 

universally accepted quantitative solution presently explains all the energy implied by the fastest 

catastrophic models. 
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The issue directly constrains the Ice Age proposal. Warm oceans cannot be treated as a free assumption. 

A complete model must identify the source, amount, distribution and removal of heat. 

Questions that remain open 

A rapid model must calculate whether snowfall can build the inferred ice volume within centuries. It 

must produce appropriate temperatures over North America and Eurasia while warm oceans supply 

moisture. It must sustain summer cooling through repeated eruptions without making the biosphere 

unlivable. 

It must address ice-core correlations, multiple glacial records, ocean circulation, vegetation, sea-level 

timing and the movement of people and animals. It must explain deglaciation and regional meltwater 

catastrophes without confusing those later floods with Noah's global Flood. 

These difficulties are not reasons to ridicule the model. They are the research agenda created by taking it 

seriously. 

RESEARCH GUARDRAIL | A model becomes stronger when its advocates state what would test it, what 

presently challenges it and what evidence could require revision. 

 

PASTORAL COMMENTARY 

For the person facing a changed world 

Noah stepped from the Ark into a world that was safe from the Flood water but profoundly different from 

the one his family had known. Deliverance did not restore every former landscape. God's covenant met 

Noah in the altered world. 

Many people know that experience in personal form. A crisis ends, but consequences continue. 

Forgiveness is real, yet trust takes time to rebuild. Treatment begins, yet the body does not heal in one 

day. A funeral ends, yet grief changes the climate of a household. 

Genesis 8 does not promise that faith removes every winter. It promises that changing seasons remain 

within God's faithful order. The world may change dramatically without the faithfulness of God changing 

at all. 

For the person demanding complete certainty 

Some believers fear that admitting an unresolved scientific question weakens the Bible. The opposite is 

true when the uncertainty belongs to our reconstruction rather than to Scripture. 

Genesis is not uncertain about the Flood. We may be uncertain about ocean temperatures, eruption 

recurrence and the rate of glacial accumulation. Naming that difference protects the authority of the text 

from being tied to every detail of a developing model. 
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Humility is not apologetic surrender. It is obedience to the distinction between the God who was present 

and the people who investigate what He made. 

For the person tempted to dismiss investigation 

Job's questions do not make observation worthless. They make it worshipful. The same God who asks 

whether Job entered the treasures of the snow also fills the speech with details of the natural world. 

Christians can study fossils, glaciers, storms and volcanic aerosols because creation is ordered. We can 

learn from researchers whose chronology or worldview differs from ours because a true observation does 

not become false when interpreted within a different system. 

The best RTS study receives evidence carefully, tests claims consistently and keeps Scripture as the 

controlling authority. 

FROM THE ARK TO CHRIST 

Noah entered God's provision 

Noah did not survive because he could model the post-Flood atmosphere. He survived because God 

warned him, provided the Ark and Noah believed. 

The Ark joins judgment and grace. The Flood was real judgment upon sin. The refuge was not designed 

by human ingenuity after the rain began. God appointed it and commanded Noah to enter. 

That history gives the sermon a natural Gospel destination. The central question is not whether a listener 

can explain every condition after the Ark. It is whether that person has entered the refuge to which the 

Ark points. 

Christ is the appointed refuge 

Every human being has sinned and stands under judgment. No scientific knowledge, religious work or 

personal improvement can remove guilt. Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, died for sins, was buried 

and rose bodily from the dead. 

Salvation is God's gift of grace received through faith. As Noah entered the Ark God provided, the sinner 

must trust the Savior God has provided. The comparison does not make the Ark a complete picture of 

every doctrine of atonement. It faithfully presents judgment, warning, grace, refuge and believing 

response. 

The Gospel does not depend upon solving the Ice Age. The Ice Age investigation leads back to a more 

urgent truth: the God who governs snow and judgment also provides salvation through Jesus Christ. 

THEOLOGICAL CONCLUSIONS 

• Noah's Flood is directly revealed Biblical history. 
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• Scripture does not directly name, date or explain an event called the Ice Age. 

• Genesis 7:11 records extraordinary disturbance beneath and above but does not define a complete 

tectonic or climatic model. 

• Genesis 8 places cold, heat, summer and winter within God's enduring covenant order. 

• Physical mechanisms operate under Divine providence rather than in competition with it. 

• An Ice Age requires abundant snowfall and summers cool enough for accumulation to exceed loss. 

• Warm post-Flood oceans could provide exceptional moisture through enhanced evaporation. 

• Repeated sulfur-rich volcanism could reduce summer sunlight, while snow reflectivity could 

amplify cooling. 

• The combined warm-ocean and cool-continent model is physically coherent and deserves serious 

investigation. 

• The model's exact duration, rates and sequence belong to reconstruction rather than explicit Biblical 

chronology. 

• Antarctica's fossil vegetation proves a warmer past environment but does not independently date the 

present ice. 

• Conventional science has a developed multi-factor glacial model and should not be represented as 

having no explanation. 

• Ice cores, correlated glacial cycles, aerosol duration, rapid accumulation and catastrophic heat 

remain significant challenges for compressed chronology. 

• Job's ice language teaches Divine sovereignty and human limitation but does not prove that Job 

lived during glacial maximum. 

• Deliverance may be complete while temporal consequences continue in an altered world. 

• Noah's trust in God's provision points naturally toward salvation through Jesus Christ. 

FINAL DOCTRINAL SUMMARY | The Bible reveals a global Flood, God's deliverance of Noah and the 

continuation of seasons within His covenant faithfulness. A rapid post-Flood Ice Age may reasonably be 

investigated as a climatic aftershock of that catastrophe. Warm oceans could supply moisture, repeated 

volcanic aerosols could help preserve snow and expanding ice could reinforce cooling. These mechanisms 

remain under Divine providence, but their proposed sequence is a scientific model rather than a hidden 

verse of Genesis. Christians may consider the model seriously, acknowledge its unresolved questions and 

confess with Job that only God entered the treasures of the snow. 

 

INTERPRETIVE CAUTIONS 

• Do not say that Antarctica proves Noah's Flood or that its fossil forests independently date the ice. 

• Do not treat Antarctic glaciation and the Northern Hemisphere Ice Age as one identical event 

without qualification. 

• Do not define the fountains of the deep as a technical synonym for magma, hydrothermal vents or 

superheated water. 

• Do not say that the Bible plainly states there was an Ice Age. 
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• Do not make cold alone the explanation for continental ice. Moisture and summer survival are 

necessary. 

• Do not confuse volcanic ash with long-lived stratospheric sulfate aerosols. 

• Do not imply that one eruption can sustain centuries of cooling. 

• Do not state model estimates of several centuries as Biblical dates. 

• Do not claim that every mammoth was instantly frozen in one universal event. 

• Do not say that conventional scientists have no explanation for glaciation. 

• Do not claim that every ice-core layer and correlation has already been resolved within a young-

earth chronology. 

• Do not use Job 38 as proof that Job watched a continental ice sheet advance. 

• Do not let humility become indifference to evidence or let confidence become a claim to 

omniscience. 

COMMENTARY SUMMARY 

• Antarctica preserves abundant evidence of a warmer vegetated past. 

• The continent's present ice does not prove that it always possessed its modern climate. 

• Genesis 7 describes a catastrophe involving extraordinary sources beneath and above. 

• Genesis 8 presents Divine government, restored order and continuing seasons in an altered world. 

• Continental ice grows when snowfall and other accumulation exceed melting and other losses. 

• Warm oceans can increase evaporation and provide the moisture required for exceptional snow. 

• Warm oceans also release heat, so regional cooling and summer conditions must be modeled 

carefully. 

• Sulfur-rich volcanic aerosols can cool climate for limited periods. A long Ice Age requires repeated 

forcing and feedback. 

• Surviving snow increases reflectivity, reinforcing cooling and accumulation. 

• The rapid post-Flood model assembles these processes into an aftershock sequence lasting 

centuries. 

• Conventional models combine orbital forcing, greenhouse gases, circulation and ice feedbacks 

across long chronology. 

• Glacial landforms establish extensive former ice but do not by themselves determine absolute dates. 

• Ice cores and correlated proxy records present a major test for compressed chronology. 

• Job and Psalm 147 place snow, ice, wind, freezing and thawing under God's sovereign rule. 

• Lower glacial sea levels could assist migration after Babel without proving one exact route or date. 

• Mammoths reveal productive cold ecosystems and should not be reduced to unsupported flash-

freeze claims. 

• The catastrophic heat problem and quantitative snowfall requirements remain unresolved research 

priorities. 

• The theological destination is humility before the Creator and faith in the refuge He has provided 

through Christ. 
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External scientific publications, creationist research and sermon material were used as research aids. 

Scripture remains the controlling authority. Scientific claims are stated at the level of confidence 

supported by the available evidence and disputed historical reconstructions are identified as such. 

A FINAL WORD 

The frozen world invites wonder. Forest roots beneath Antarctic sediment, scratches left by moving ice, 

trapped air in ancient snow and mammoths preserved in permafrost all testify that the world has 

experienced changes larger than ordinary human memory. 

No reconstruction gives us the view God gave Job. We can measure, compare, calculate and reason. We 

should do all of those things carefully. Yet only the Creator knows every path of the wind, every 

boundary of the sea and every treasure of the snow. 

The best conclusion is neither dismissal nor overstatement. Noah's Flood could have produced the 

conditions for a rapid Ice Age through warm oceans, extraordinary moisture, cool summers, volcanic 

aerosols and snow reflectivity. That explanation is a serious model, not a verse the Bible never wrote. 

The final refuge is not found in a climate theory. Noah believed God and entered the provision God 

supplied. The same God who rules snow and thawing has provided salvation through the crucified and 

risen Jesus Christ. The world may change. His faithfulness does not. 
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