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Aloha.
Welcome to Reason Together Church.

Whether this is your first time with us or you have been part of this family for a long time, I am

grateful that God has brought you here today.

This is a place where sincere questions are welcome.

You do not have to pretend that you already understand everything.
You do not have to be afraid of asking a difficult question.

Our invitation is simple.

Bring your questions.

Open your Bible.

Let us Reason Together the Word of God.

We also want to recognize any honored guests who may be with us today.
Thank you for sharing this time with our church family.

No one is going to single you out or ask you to stand.

We simply want you to know that you are welcome here.

After the service, please join us in the Reason Together Cafe for a cup of coffee and

conversation.

The coffee is free, and so are the refills on the conversation.
Our Keiki Kids Center is also available for families who need it.
If this is your first visit, we have a very simple guest card.

We ask only for your first name and an email address so we can thank you for coming and let

you know what is happening here.
Let us pray.
Heavenly Father,

Thank You for gathering us beneath a sky that declares Your glory and around a Bible that

reveals Your truth.
You created the sun, the moon and every star that we can see.
You also created the countless stars that no human eye has ever seen.

Guard us from worshipping creation rather than the Creator.
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Guard us from looking for identity, direction or knowledge of the future in places You have

forbidden.

Give us wisdom to distinguish between the signs You appoint and the meanings human beings

invent.

If anyone here has been involved with horoscopes, birth charts, fortune-telling or any other form

of divination, let this be a morning of freedom rather than fear.

Show us that Jesus Christ is greater than every spiritual power and that no child of God needs to

live beneath the authority of a prediction.

Open our understanding.

Correct us where we are wrong.

Comfort us where we are frightened.

And lead us through the stars to worship the One who made them.

In Jesus' name we pray.

Amen.

Before we open our primary passage, let me briefly mention giving.

If you are visiting with us, please understand that you are never expected to give.

If you are a member of another church, we encourage you to remain faithful in giving to your

home church.
We do not pass a plate at Reason Together Church.

There is a giving box available for those who feel led to give, but giving is an act of worship, not

an admission price and never a payment for the favor of God.

The Bible teaches that God loves a cheerful giver.

So please give only as the Lord leads you, and never because you feel pressured by us.
Now, before we get into the question, let me take some of you back a few years.
There was a time when many people encountered astrology in the morning newspaper.

You could read the news, check the weather, look at the sports scores and then find a small

horoscope column somewhere near the comics.
That placement may have been more appropriate than anyone realized.
Today, astrology is no longer limited to a small column in a newspaper.

It is on social media.
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It is in applications on our phones.
It appears in dating profiles.

It is used to explain personality, compatibility, arguments, career choices and why somebody had

a difficult Tuesday.

People say that Mercury is in retrograde.

They say that two people should not date because their signs are incompatible.
They say, "I cannot help being this way. [ am a Scorpio."

Or, "Of course I lose my temper. [ am an Aries."

Sometimes someone will meet you for the first time and ask, "What is your sign?"
I suppose saying, "Yield," might bring the conversation to an early conclusion.
But the question is usually not about traffic.

They want to know when you were born so they can place you into an astrological category.
Many Christians dismiss all of this immediately.

They say, "The Bible forbids astrology," and they are correct.

But then someone opens the first chapter of the Bible and finds a verse that appears to

complicate the answer.

Genesis chapter one, verse fourteen says,

"And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the
night;"

"And let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years."

There is the word.

Signs.

God Himself said that the lights in the heavens would be for signs.

So the question is fair.

If God made the stars for signs, why is astrology forbidden?

Are we allowed to observe some signs but not others?

Is astronomy acceptable while astrology is sinful?

What exactly did God mean by the word "signs"?

And what are we supposed to do with the Magi, who saw a star and traveled to find Jesus?

We are not going to avoid those questions.



REASON TOGETHER CHURCH | REASON TOGETHER STUDIES

www.ReasonTogether.Church Page 4

We are going to open the Bible and work through them together.

Let us begin by reading the entire passage.

Genesis chapter one, beginning with verse fourteen.

"And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the
night;"

"And let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:"

"And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was

n

SO.
"And God made two great lights;"

"The greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night:"

"He made the stars also."

"And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,"

"And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness:"
"And God saw that it was good."

"And the evening and the morning were the fourth day."

Before we decide what "signs" means, notice everything else the passage says.

The lights divide the day from the night.

They give light upon the earth.

They mark seasons.

They establish days.

They establish years.

They govern day and night within the roles God assigns to them.

These are practical, observable functions.

The rotation of the earth gives us the recurring cycle of day and night.

The earth's journey around the sun gives us the year.

The relationship between the earth, sun and moon allows us to observe months, seasons and

appointed times.
Human beings have used the heavens to measure time for thousands of years.
Farmers watched seasons.

Travelers watched the stars.
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Sailors navigated by them.

Israel used the moon and the calendar to recognize appointed feasts.

There is nothing sinful about observing the physical order God placed within creation.
The Hebrew word translated "seasons" is related to appointed times.

It can describe a fixed occasion, a meeting, a season or a sacred observance.

The lights in the heavens helped establish the calendar by which those appointed times could be

recognized.

The Hebrew word translated "sign" is also important.

It 1s the word oth.

The plural form in this passage is othoth.

It can mean a sign, a marker, a token or an identifying indication.
The Bible uses that general word for several very different things.
The rainbow was a sign of God's covenant after the Flood.
Circumcision was a covenant sign.

The blood on the doors at Passover served as a sign.

God gave miraculous signs through Moses.

The same general word can describe something that marks, confirms, identifies or points beyond

itself.

The word does not inherently mean a zodiac sign.

That is our first necessary distinction.

We use the English word "sign" in the expression "zodiac sign."

Genesis also uses the English word "sign."

But using the same English word does not make the two ideas identical.

A sign appointed by God is not the same thing as a personality category invented by people.
The immediate context of Genesis is not teaching people to calculate birth charts.
It is establishing order.

The lights mark time.

They identify seasons.

They distinguish day from night.

They serve the world God made.
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There is another detail in Genesis that becomes more powerful when we remember the ancient

world.

The nations surrounding Israel worshipped the sun and moon.
They connected planets with gods.

They watched eclipses and comets for omens.

They believed events in the heavens announced the birth or death of rulers, the outcome of wars

and the arrival of disaster.

The heavens were not merely beautiful to them.

The heavens were frightening.

The sun, moon and stars were treated as spiritual authorities.

Then Genesis tells Israel how to look at the sky.

Have you noticed that Genesis chapter one does not call the sun by its ordinary name?
It calls it "the greater light."

It does not call the moon by its ordinary name.

It calls it "the lesser light."

Then, after describing those two great lights, the verse adds four quiet words.
"He made the stars also."

The objects the nations feared and worshipped are introduced as created lights.
God made them.

God placed them.

God assigned their functions.

God established the limits of their rule.

The nations looked upward and saw gods.

Genesis looked upward and saw lights.

The stars are God's servants.

They are not our counselors.

They possess no independent authority over your life.

They did not choose when you would be born.

They did not write your personality.

They did not determine whom you should marry.
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They do not decide whether you will succeed or fail.

They are part of the creation over which God remains Lord.

This also helps us distinguish astronomy from astrology.

Astronomy studies the physical heavens.

It asks what the stars are, where they are, how they move and what physical laws describe them.

Astrology goes beyond observation and assigns personal or spiritual meaning to celestial

positions.

It claims that the arrangement of heavenly bodies can reveal something about your personality,

your relationships, your decisions or your future.

Looking at a star is not the sin.

Giving that star authority God did not give it is the problem.

A star can help a sailor locate north.

It cannot tell the sailor whom he should marry.

The moon can help establish a calendar.

It cannot tell you whether Tuesday is a favorable day to change careers.

We can learn physical information from creation without treating creation as a source of private

revelation.

Someone may now ask, "Does the Bible ever use heavenly events as genuine signs?"
Yes.

Scripture records extraordinary events involving the sun, moon and stars.
The sun and moon were involved in the events of Joshua chapter ten.
God caused the shadow to move backward as a sign to Hezekiah.
Darkness covered the land during the crucifixion of Jesus.

Joel spoke of signs involving the sun and moon.

Jesus spoke of signs in the sun, moon and stars.

Revelation describes extraordinary celestial events.

And Matthew tells us about a star connected with the birth of Christ.
God can use anything He created as a sign.

The question is not whether God can do it.

The question is who appoints the sign and who supplies its meaning.
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In Scripture, God initiates the sign.

God connects it with His activity.

God explains it, confirms it or places it within revelation He has already given.

The sign does not become a blank page upon which anyone may write any message.

A Biblical sign receives its meaning from God.

Astrology assigns meaning God has not given.

That difference is decisive.

An eclipse may be a predictable physical event.

It is not automatically a private warning about your future.

A comet may be beautiful and unusual.

It does not automatically announce the fall of a government.

A planetary alignment does not give someone permission to set a date for the return of Christ.
God may appoint a sign.

We may not manufacture its interpretation.

Now let us see why Scripture speaks so strongly about celestial worship and divination.
Deuteronomy chapter four, verse nineteen says,

"And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven,"

"And when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven,"
"Shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them."

Notice the movement.

A person sees.

Then the person is drawn away.

Then the person worships and serves what was seen.

God created the heavenly lights to serve His purposes for the world.

People were not created to serve the lights.

Second Kings records that Israel repeatedly crossed that boundary.

They worshipped all the host of heaven.

They built altars to celestial powers.

They combined heavenly worship with enchantments, familiar spirits and other forbidden

practices.
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The problem was not scientific curiosity.
The problem was transferred allegiance.
Isaiah chapter forty-seven speaks directly to Babylon.

Babylon had counselors who divided the heavens, gazed at the stars and issued predictions by the

month.

Isaiah says in verse thirteen,

"Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels."

"Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up,"
"And save thee from these things that shall come upon thee."

Then God declares that they will be unable to save themselves.

The Bible described monthly prognosticators long before a monthly horoscope appeared in a

magazine.

Babylon had experts.

Babylon had charts.

Babylon had observations collected across generations.

But when the judgment of God arrived, the astrologers could not rescue the nation that trusted

them.

They could not save their clients.

They could not save their system.

They could not save themselves.

Jeremiah chapter ten adds another important warning.

"Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen,"

"And be not dismayed at the signs of heaven;"

"For the heathen are dismayed at them."

The nations saw an eclipse and trembled.

They saw a comet and expected disaster.

They saw an unusual alignment and believed unseen powers had announced their fate.
God told His people not to live in that fear.

The Creator had not surrendered His throne to a pattern in the sky.

The stars cannot surprise the God who placed them.
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No planet can move outside His knowledge.
No eclipse can interrupt His Providence.

The believer does not need to be dismayed by the heavens because the heavens remain beneath

the command of God.
That brings us to Deuteronomy chapter eighteen.
Beginning with verse nine, God warned Israel not to imitate the practices of the nations.

The passage identifies divination, observing times, enchantment, witchcraft, consulting familiar

spirits and seeking hidden knowledge through forbidden means.
The individual practices differed, but they shared a common desire.
People wanted knowledge God had not revealed.

They wanted guidance without submission.

They wanted power over uncertainty.

They wanted some technique that would tell them what was going to happen and perhaps help

them control it.

That is still the attraction of divination.

We do not enjoy uncertainty.

We want to know whether the relationship will work.

We want to know whether the business decision will succeed.

We want to know what is waiting around the corner.

We want to know whether tomorrow will hurt.

The desire for wisdom is not automatically sinful.

The question is where we go to obtain it.

After forbidding the practices of the nations, God did something remarkable.
He did not leave His people without guidance.

He did not say, "You may never know anything, and I will never speak."
Immediately after the prohibition, Deuteronomy chapter eighteen, verse fifteen says,

"The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren,

like unto me;"
"Unto him ye shall hearken."

Do not miss the order.
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Do not listen to the diviners.

Listen to the Prophet.

Do not seek hidden messages in forbidden places.

Hear the One God sends.

Acts chapter three identifies the ultimate fulfillment of that promised Prophet as Jesus Christ.
The Biblical alternative to astrology is not ignorance.

It 1s revelation through Jesus Christ.

God did not tell His people to consult the stars.

He told them to listen to His Son.

God has not promised to answer every question we can ask about tomorrow.

But He has revealed everything necessary for us to know Him, trust Him and obey Him today.
Deuteronomy chapter twenty-nine, verse twenty-nine says,

"The secret things belong unto the LORD our God:"

"But those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever."
Faith respects that boundary.

Faith receives what God has revealed.

Faith trusts God with what He has kept secret.

Divination attempts to take the secret things out of His hands.

The book of Daniel gives us one of the clearest demonstrations of this difference.
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had a troubling dream.

He summoned the magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers and the Chaldeans.
But he did not merely ask them to interpret the dream.

He demanded that they first tell him what he had dreamed.

The experts admitted that no human being could do what the king demanded.
Their techniques had reached their limit.

Their charts could not recover the dream.

Their observations could not reveal the secret.

Their professional vocabulary could not disguise their inability.

Daniel did not answer by producing a better horoscope.

He did not calculate a more accurate chart.



REASON TOGETHER CHURCH | REASON TOGETHER STUDIES
www.ReasonTogether.Church Page 12

He went to his companions and asked them to pray.
God chose to reveal the mystery.
Then Daniel stood before the king and said,

"The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians,

the soothsayers, shew unto the king;"

"But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets."

That sentence deserves to stand at the center of this study.

The stars do not reveal secrets.

God does.

Daniel did not possess a superior occult method.

Daniel knew the living God.

He did not manipulate revelation.

He received what God freely chose to give.

There is a great difference between revelation and divination.

Revelation begins with God choosing to speak.

Divination begins with people attempting to extract a message.
Revelation leaves God in control.

Divination searches for a technique people can control.

Revelation calls us to obedience.

Divination is often used to avoid obedience while still obtaining guidance.
Someone may say, "But I read a horoscope once, and it was accurate."
We should answer that honestly.

Many horoscope statements are broad enough to apply to almost anyone.
"You value relationships, but sometimes you need time alone."

That probably describes everyone in this room.

"A challenge may arise, but you have the strength to face it."

That can fit nearly any week in nearly any life.

People naturally remember predictions that seem to fit and forget the many that did not.
We also interpret vague language after something happens.

But there is an even more important Biblical answer.
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Accuracy is not the final test of authority.

Acts chapter sixteen describes a young woman with a spirit of divination.

She followed Paul and Silas and cried,

"These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation."
What she said was true.

Paul and Silas were servants of the most high God.

They were proclaiming the way of salvation.

But Paul did not approve the source merely because the statement was accurate.

He commanded the spirit to come out of her.

Something does not become holy merely because it occasionally says something true.

The final question is not only, "Did it work?"

The question is, "Did God authorize this source?"

We should also be careful not to claim more than Scripture says.

Not every newspaper horoscope is necessarily written through direct demonic communication.
Some are vague human statements.

Some are commercial products.

Some are manipulation.

Some are superstition.

Scripture nevertheless forbids the system of seeking identity or guidance from celestial

divination.

We do not need to exaggerate the danger in order to take God's warning seriously.
Now we come to the question many people have been waiting for.

What about the Magi?

Matthew chapter two says,

"Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king,"
"Behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,"

"Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?"

"For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him."

The expression translated "wise men" is the Greek word magoi.

It could describe members of an eastern learned or priestly class.
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Such people might advise rulers, interpret dreams, study the heavens and participate in practices

that included astrology or magic.

In the ancient world, astronomy and astrology were not always separated as neatly as they are

today.

Because these men interpreted the appearance of a star as announcing the birth of a king, an

astrological background is certainly possible and probably likely.

We do not need to sanitize them to protect the Bible.

But we also should not claim details Matthew does not give us.

Matthew does not tell us their names.

He does not tell us there were three of them.

He does not call them kings.

He does not identify their exact country.

He does not describe their entire religious system.

He does not say that Daniel personally trained their ancestors.

He does not say they brought their occult tools and abandoned them at the feet of Jesus.

We must believe what Scripture says without decorating the account with certainty Scripture did

not provide.

What Matthew does tell us is fascinating.

The Magi saw the star and concluded that the King of the Jews had been born.
They traveled to Jerusalem.

That was a logical destination.

If you are looking for a Jewish king, you go to the capital city and the royal court.
But Jesus was not in Herod's palace.

Herod gathered the chief priests and scribes and asked where Christ should be born.
They answered from the written Word of God.

Micah had identified Bethlehem.

Notice what happened.

The star attracted the attention of the Magi.

The star brought them to the land of Israel.

But Scripture identified Bethlehem.
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Creation attracted their attention, but the written Word supplied the necessary location.
Then, after they left Jerusalem, the star appeared again.
It went before them until it came and stood over where the young child was.

Matthew does not tell us whether this was a conjunction, a comet, a supernova or an entirely

supernatural manifestation.

Christians have proposed each of those possibilities.

We can examine them.

We should not pretend that one has been proven beyond dispute.
Whatever the star was, God controlled it.

It appeared when He intended.

It served the purpose He assigned.

It led the Magi to Christ.

Then they entered the house, saw the young child with Mary His mother, fell down and
worshipped Him.

The story does not end with people studying a star.

It ends with people worshipping the King.

That is the purpose of a sign from God.

The point is not to make us experts in signs.

The point is to bring us to the One to whom the sign points.

The Magi do not prove that astrology is an approved Christian practice.

They prove that God's grace can reach people from every nation and every spiritually confused

background.

God once used Balaam, a pagan diviner, to speak a true prophecy.
God used Cyrus, a pagan king, to accomplish His purpose.

God used a great fish to redirect Jonah.

God used a donkey to speak to Balaam.

God can use a star to attract the attention of eastern Magi without endorsing every practice

associated with their world.
God's use demonstrates His sovereignty.

It does not automatically demonstrate His approval.
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The Magi represent grace, not permission.

There may also be a connection with Numbers chapter twenty-four, verse seventeen.
Balaam declared,

"There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel."”

That prophecy uses the images of a star and a scepter for a coming ruler.

Matthew's language about the star rising may intentionally echo that expectation.

We can recognize the connection without claiming to understand every astronomical detail.
The most important truth is not the chemical composition of the star.

The most important truth is the identity of the child.

Christ was not born under the authority of a star.

The star appeared under the authority of Christ.

The star did not control the destiny of Jesus.

Jesus created the star and used it as His servant.

Colossians chapter one says of Christ,

"For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible."

"All things were created by him, and for him."

Every star belongs to Jesus.

Every planet belongs to Jesus.

Every constellation exists within a universe created through Him and for Him.

The heavens are not issuing commands to their Creator.

Their Creator is commanding them.

This also helps us evaluate the idea sometimes called "the Gospel in the Stars."

That theory claims God originally placed the complete story of redemption in the constellations.

According to the theory, pagan cultures later corrupted the original message into mythology and

astrology.

People connect Virgo with the virgin birth.

They connect Leo with the Lion of the tribe of Judah.
They connect Aries with the sacrificial Lamb.

Those associations can sound impressive after someone explains them.
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But Scripture never clearly teaches that God encoded the complete Gospel in the zodiac.
No ancient source preserves the proposed system in a complete and recognizable form.
Different cultures looked at the same stars and drew different figures and stories.

The developed Christian theory became popular primarily through writers in the nineteenth

century.

Job mentions Mazzaroth, Orion, the Pleiades and other recognizable groups of stars.
Those passages demonstrate that God created and governs the constellations.

They do not tell us that the zodiac contains a hidden replacement for the Bible.
Psalm nineteen says the heavens declare the glory of God.

We should believe exactly that.

Creation reveals the power, wisdom and glory of its Creator.

But the heavens do not provide a personalized set of instructions for every person who looks

upward.

The heavens declare, "God is glorious."

Astrology tries to make them declare, "You will meet someone important next Thursday."
Those are not the same message.

We should be equally careful about Christianized astrology.

Christians may never read a horoscope and still begin assigning messages to every eclipse, blood

moon, comet or planetary alignment.

Someone calculates a date.

Someone places a Bible verse beside an astronomical event.

Someone announces that the return of Christ must occur within a particular window.
Then the date passes and another calculation appears.

Putting a Bible verse beside an astronomical prediction does not automatically make the

prediction Biblical.

Jesus said that no man knows the day or hour.

God may appoint genuine signs in the heavens.

But we do not have permission to invent meanings He has not revealed.

There is another reason this subject matters today.
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Modern astrology is often less concerned with predicting a specific event and more concerned
with defining identity.

It tells people what kind of personality they have.

It tells them which weaknesses are supposedly unavoidable.

It tells them whom they should love.

It tells them which relationships can succeed.

It tells them why they behave as they do.

That can become spiritually dangerous even when no one thinks of it as worship.

If I say, "I am angry because I am an Aries," | have allowed a sign to excuse what God calls me

to surrender.

If I say, "I am naturally dishonest because of the circumstances of my birth," I have shifted

responsibility away from my choices.

If I say two people cannot love one another because their charts are incompatible, I have given

celestial categories authority over covenant, character, wisdom and grace.

The Bible gives the Christian a very different identity.

John says that those who receive Christ are given power to become the sons of God.
Second Corinthians says that if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.
Galatians does not give us the fruit of the zodiac.

It gives us the fruit of the Spirit.

Love.

Joy.

Peace.

Longsuffering.

Gentleness.

Goodness.

Faith.

Meekness.

Temperance.

Your sign does not have the authority to excuse what the Holy Spirit intends to change.

Your past may influence you.
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Your family may influence you.

Your experiences may influence you.

Your habits may be deeply established.

But none of those things is greater than the transforming grace of Jesus Christ.
The Christian's character is produced by the Spirit, not predicted by the zodiac.
Some people turn to astrology because they want to be known.

A birth chart appears to say, "This is why you feel what you feel."

It appears to offer language for strengths, fears, wounds and desires.

But Psalm one hundred forty-seven gives us something much better.

Verse three says,

"He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds."

Then verse four says,

"He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names."

Place those truths together.

The God who numbers every star heals the brokenhearted.

The God who calls every star by name knows your name.

The God who governs galaxies understands the wound you have not explained to anyone.

You do not need the stars to understand you.

The God who named every star already knows you.

Some people turn to astrology because they are afraid of the future.

They want advance warning.

They want reassurance.

They want to know whether something painful is coming.

The Gospel does not promise that Christians will know everything about tomorrow.
It promises that the God of tomorrow will never abandon His children.

Jesus did not say, "Calculate the stars, and you will never be surprised."

Page 19

He said, "Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the

things of itself."
He taught us to pray for daily bread.

Daily dependence is not a failure of faith.
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It is how faith lives.

The future is not safe because we possess a prediction.

The future is safe because it remains in the hands of God.
Let us return to the question.

If God made the stars for signs, why is astrology forbidden?

God made the heavenly lights to mark time, establish seasons, display His glory and serve

whatever purposes He appoints.

God may use a heavenly event as a sign when He chooses.

But a Biblical sign receives its meaning from God.

Astrology assigns meaning God has not given.

It asks creation to reveal what the Creator has kept secret.

It gives heavenly bodies authority over identity, decisions and destiny that God never gave them.

It transfers trust from the One who made the stars to the stars themselves or to the people

claiming to interpret them.

The answer is not to stop looking at the night sky.

Look upward.

Stand beneath the stars and be amazed.

Study them.

Photograph them.

Learn their distances, their colors and their astonishing scale.
Use them to navigate if you know how.

Allow them to remind you how small you are and how great God is.
But do not ask them to become your Bible.

Do not ask them to become your counselor.

Do not ask them to become your identity.

Do not ask them to carry the weight of your future.

They were never created to bear it.

The stars do not know your future.

The stars do not define your identity.

The stars cannot forgive your sins.
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The stars cannot save your soul.

But the One who made every star knows your future.

He offers you a new identity.

He forgives sin.

He transforms character.

And He alone can save.

The stars are not directing Jesus.

Jesus is directing the stars.

Perhaps you have read horoscopes only for entertainment.
Perhaps you have built decisions around them.

Perhaps you have paid for a birth chart or compatibility reading.
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Perhaps someone made a prediction over your life, and you have carried it like a sentence ever

since.
Today, you can lay that burden down.

You do not need to fear a chart.

You do not need to wonder whether a past reading has permanently attached something to your

life.

Jesus Christ is greater than every spiritual power.
At the cross, He paid for sin.

Through His resurrection, He conquered death.
No constellation can overrule His grace.

No prediction can cancel His promise.

No horoscope can separate a child of God from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

The first need is not merely to stop reading astrology.
The first need is to know the Savior.

Every one of us has sinned.

We have all trusted something other than God.

We have all wanted control.

We have all crossed boundaries He established.

The wages of sin is death.
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But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Jesus died for our sins.
He was buried.

He rose again.

He offers forgiveness and new life to everyone who turns to Him in faith.

The Magi came from far away and fell down before Jesus.
You may feel far away from God today.

Grace can still bring you to the King.

If you are ready to place your trust in Jesus Christ, I invite you to pray.
The words themselves do not save.

Jesus saves.

But you may use these words to express your faith to Him.
Heavenly Father,

I know that I have sinned.

I have trusted myself and other things instead of trusting You.
I cannot save myself.

I believe Jesus Christ died for my sins and rose again.

I turn from my sin and place my trust in Him.

Forgive me.

Save me.

Give me a new identity in Christ.

Teach me to seek wisdom in Your Word and to trust You with my future.

I receive Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.
In Jesus' name.

Amen.

Let us continue in prayer.

Father, thank You for the heavens that declare Your glory.

Forgive us for allowing created things to occupy a place that belongs only to You.
For anyone who has sought identity in a zodiac sign, establish identity in Christ.

For anyone who has sought guidance through a horoscope, lead them through Your Word.
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For anyone frightened by a prediction, replace fear with confidence in Your sovereign care.
For anyone involved in divination, give courage to turn away completely.
Protect us from sensational claims and unsupported certainty.

Teach us to admire the stars without worshipping them, study them without consulting them and

recognize Your signs without inventing our own.

Help us listen to Jesus Christ, the Prophet You promised and the Savior You sent.

May every light in the heavens turn our attention toward the greater glory of its Creator.
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray.

Amen.

Before we say goodbye, I want to encourage you to carry this conversation into the coming

week.
Read Genesis chapter one again.

Then read Deuteronomy chapters four and eighteen, Isaiah chapter forty-seven, Jeremiah chapter

ten, Daniel chapter two and Matthew chapter two.
Notice how consistently Scripture moves authority away from creation and back to the Creator.
Consider where you look for identity, guidance, security and knowledge of the future.

If you have a horoscope application, an astrological subscription, a saved birth chart or material

you have been consulting, remove it.

Do not do that in panic.

Do it as a simple act of trust and obedience.
Replace that habit with Scripture and prayer.

When you feel tempted to ask what the stars say about tomorrow, ask what God has already said

about faithfulness today.

If this subject has raised fear or questions about something in your past, please do not carry those

concerns alone.

I am available after the service and throughout the week if you need prayer, counsel or simply

someone willing to listen.
There is no embarrassment in asking for help.
Join us in the Reason Together Cafe for coffee and conversation.

There are free refills on both.
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Look at the stars this week.
Enjoy their beauty.

Remember that God numbers them and calls them by name.

Then remember that the same God knows you, loves you and invites you to trust Him.

The point of a sign from God is not to make us experts in signs.
It is to bring us to the One to whom the sign points.

Bring your questions.

Open your Bible.

Let us Reason Together the Word of God.

Thank you for being with us today.

Aloha Nui Loa.
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COMMENTARY ORIENTATION

Genesis 1:14 says that God placed the heavenly lights in the firmament for signs, seasons, days and
years. Later passages warn God's people against worshipping the host of heaven, observing times and
seeking guidance from astrologers. The two ideas can sound contradictory only if the English word sign
is allowed to carry every modern meaning that readers attach to it.

This Commentary reads the passages together. It begins where Scripture begins, with God speaking,
creating and appointing. It then follows the Biblical distinction between a sign God gives and a meaning
people manufacture. That distinction permits honest study of the heavens while refusing to make creation

a rival source of revelation, identity or control.

The issue is larger than newspaper horoscopes. Astrology may present itself as entertainment, personality
language, compatibility advice, spiritual insight or a method for reducing anxiety about the future. Each
form raises the same question: who has authority to tell a human being what the heavens mean for that
person's identity, choices and destiny?

CENTRAL COMMENTARY CLAIM | A Biblical sign begins with God choosing to act and
reveal. Astrology begins with people assigning celestial meaning or authority that God has
not given. The problem is not the existence of stars. The problem is making the stars speak
where God has not spoken.

The evidence labels used here are deliberate. Biblical certainty identifies what Scripture directly teaches.
Confirmed evidence identifies well-established textual or historical facts. Strong inference marks a
conclusion that best explains the evidence without being expressly stated. Live dispute identifies
questions on which responsible interpreters differ. Model proposal identifies a possible explanation that
must not be preached as fact. Unsupported speculation identifies a claim for which the available evidence

is inadequate.

READING GENESIS 1:14 IN ITS OWN SENTENCE

GENESIS 1:14-15 KJV

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: And let them be
for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.

The verse begins with God speaking

The first interpretive control is not signs but And God said. The lights do not introduce themselves,
announce their own offices or negotiate their authority. God creates them and defines their functions.
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Any interpretation of signs that gives the heavenly bodies independent spiritual agency has already
moved away from the grammar and theology of the passage.

Genesis 1 repeatedly presents creation as responsive to the Creator's word. Light appears because God
commands it. The firmament exists because God makes it. The seas gather because God orders them. The
heavenly lights enter the same pattern. Their beauty and regularity are real, but they are servants within
creation, not rulers standing above it.

Four related functions

The lights divide day from night. They mark signs and seasons. They enable the counting of days and
years. They give light upon the earth. These functions concern ordering, observation and time. The
immediate paragraph speaks of rule over day and night in the sense of assigned governance within the
created order, not the government of human souls.

Days and years are measured through observable cycles. Appointed times, festivals, planting seasons and
navigation all depend upon faithful observation of the heavens. Nothing in the passage condemns
calendars, astronomy or the careful measurement of physical creation. The text gives a reason such
observation is possible: God made an ordered world.

WHAT DOES THE WORD SIGN MEAN?

The range of the Hebrew word

The Hebrew word translated sign is 'oth. It has a broad range. A sign may be a token, mark, memorial,
identifying indicator or divinely supplied confirmation. The word itself does not mean zodiac sign and
does not carry a built-in astrological definition. Meaning must come from context, from the action

described and from the person who appoints the sign.

The rainbow is a covenant sign because God appoints it and explains what it signifies. The blood on the
doorposts at Passover is a sign because God declares its relation to judgment and deliverance. The signs
given to Moses confirm a divine commission because God performs them and states their purpose. In

each case, God acts before the observer interprets.

A sign is not an invitation to invent meaning

The fact that an object can serve as a sign does not authorize every proposed interpretation of that object.
A ring may be a sign of marriage because a covenant and an understood declaration establish its
meaning. The same ring does not become a prediction of tomorrow's weather merely because someone
chooses to read it that way.

Genesis therefore allows the heavenly lights to function as signs without granting a system of personal

divination. God may use a celestial event within a revealed act. Human beings may also use regular
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celestial motion to recognize time. Neither fact permits an interpreter to assign personality, compatibility,
moral tendency or future events to the location of planets at birth.

SIGNS, SEASONS, DAYS AND YEARS

Appointed times

The word translated seasons is mo'edim, the plural of mo'ed. It can refer to appointed times, fixed
occasions, assemblies or sacred observances. Israel's worship calendar later depended upon appointed
days and observable cycles. The word is richer than weather seasons, but it does not secretly encode a
complete horoscope.

The calendar function is theological because time belongs to God. Israel did not create holy time by
extracting messages from the sky. God appointed feasts, Sabbaths and commemorations through His
revealed Word. The heavens helped a community recognize the appointed time, but revelation supplied
the meaning of the appointment.

Ordinary signs and extraordinary signs

Some signs are ordinary and repeatable. Sunrise marks the beginning of a day. Lunar cycles help
communities reckon months. Seasonal changes assist agriculture. Other signs are extraordinary acts
connected to a specific revelation, such as the backward movement of a shadow for Hezekiah or the
darkness surrounding the crucifixion.

The distinction prevents two opposite errors. The first error empties Genesis 1:14 until signs means
almost nothing. The second error fills the word with every astrological claim. Scripture permits signs that
God appoints, both ordinary and extraordinary. It does not permit people to treat every unusual event as a

private message awaiting an imaginative interpreter.

THE ANCIENT SKY IS DEMOTED

The greater light, the lesser light and the stars

Genesis does not use the ordinary ancient names for the sun and moon in this paragraph. It calls them the
greater light and the lesser light. Many interpreters understand this wording as a deliberate refusal to
dignify astral deities. The text does not present the heavenly bodies as gods with stories, desires and rival
powers. They are lights made by God.

The brief phrase he made the stars also carries force in an ancient setting. Cultures surrounding Israel
associated stars and planets with deities, royal destiny and omens. Genesis places the entire celestial array
inside the created order with almost startling simplicity. What neighboring peoples feared or worshipped,
Israel was to recognize as the handiwork of one Creator.
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Ancient astronomy and astrology overlapped

Confirmed historical evidence shows that ancient observers recorded celestial motion with considerable
care. Observation and divination often existed together. Priests and court specialists could preserve useful
measurements while also treating eclipses, planetary movements or unusual appearances as omens for
kings and nations.

Modern readers should not force today's professional categories backward without qualification. Ancient
astronomy and astrology were not always institutionally separate. Nevertheless, the ideas can be
distinguished. Observation asks what a body is doing. Astrology assigns personal, political or spiritual
meaning to that configuration. Scripture's objections focus upon worship, divination and rival authority,

not truthful measurement.

ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY ARE NOT THE SAME

Studying what God made

Astronomy studies the physical creation: position, motion, composition, light, gravity, distance and
regularity. It can produce calendars, navigation, measurements and scientific models. A Christian may
study the heavens with gratitude because the heavens belong to God and display His glory.

Psalm 19 does not say that every constellation contains a private forecast. It says that the heavens declare
the glory of God. General revelation reveals the Creator's power, wisdom and majesty. It does not
provide the saving Gospel in sufficient detail and it does not replace the written Word as the church's rule
of faith.

Assigning what God did not assign

Astrology moves beyond observation. It assigns revelatory, governing or predictive authority to celestial
configurations. It may claim that a birth chart discloses identity, that planetary motion influences
behavior, that compatibility can be read from signs or that future opportunities and dangers can be
forecast.

The decisive issue is authority. A telescope does not compete with Scripture merely by observing Jupiter.
A horoscope does compete when it claims to interpret a person's character or future through a system
God has not authorized. The moral boundary is crossed when creation becomes counselor, identity-giver,

mediator or substitute revelation.

Astronomy observes the physical heavens God made. Astrology
assigns the heavens a voice, meaning or authority that God did not give them.
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WHY SCRIPTURE FORBIDS CELESTIAL DIVINATION

Deuteronomy 4: worship belongs to the Creator

Moses warned Israel not to lift up their eyes to the sun, moon and stars and be driven to worship and
serve them. The visible splendor of creation can become spiritually dangerous when admiration turns into
allegiance. The warning does not require believers to avert their eyes from the sky. It requires them to
refuse worship of what they see.

The language of being driven is important. Celestial systems promise order, but they can become
masters. A person begins by reading for amusement, then consults before decisions, then fears a forecast,
then interprets relationships through a chart. Scripture protects worshippers by keeping creation in its
proper place.

Deuteronomy 18: forbidden methods and God's alternative

Deuteronomy 18 names divination, observing times, enchantment, witchcraft, consulting familiar spirits
and related practices. The list is not merely a catalogue of strange ancient customs. It establishes a
boundary around attempts to acquire hidden knowledge or spiritual control through unauthorized means.

The passage does not leave Israel without guidance. Moses immediately speaks of the Prophet whom
God will raise up and commands the people to hear Him. Acts 3 applies this promise decisively to Jesus
Christ. The Biblical response to divination is therefore positive as well as negative. God's people turn
away from forbidden sources and listen to the Son God has sent.

Jeremiah 10: do not be dismayed

Jeremiah told God's people not to learn the way of the nations and not to be dismayed at the signs of
heaven. The nations were dismayed by them. Fear is one of astrology's enduring instruments. If a system
persuades a person that a planet, eclipse, retrograde motion or chart controls the future, anxiety becomes

a form of bondage.

The prophet's answer is not denial that the heavens exist or that unusual events occur. His answer is that
the LORD is the true God and everlasting King. The future does not belong to an impersonal mechanism.
It belongs to the Creator whose character is known and whose Word can be trusted.

ISAIAH 47 AND THE FAILURE OF ASTROLOGERS

Babylon's multiplied counselors

Isaiah addresses proud Babylon and names astrologers, stargazers and monthly prognosticators. The
satire is sharp: let them stand up and save thee. The system had many counselors and much accumulated
technique, yet it could not rescue Babylon from the judgment God had declared.
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This passage exposes a central temptation. Technical complexity can create the appearance of authority.
Charts, houses, aspects, dates and specialized vocabulary may make an interpretation sound exact.
Complexity is not revelation. A method can be elaborate and still lack divine authorization.

Prediction cannot save

Astrology often promises advantage through advance knowledge. If the next season can be read, perhaps
danger can be avoided and success secured. [saiah tests the promise at its strongest point: can the
prognosticators save? They cannot. Information without covenant, forgiveness and sovereign power
cannot deliver a human being.

The Gospel offers what prediction cannot. Jesus Christ deals with guilt rather than merely forecasting
consequences. He conquers death rather than trying to route a person around it. He gives a new identity
rather than describing a fixed personality. Biblical hope rests in a living Savior, not a favorable
arrangement of created objects.

DANIEL AND THE GOD WHO REVEALS SECRETS

A crisis no technique could solve

Nebuchadnezzar demanded that his wise men tell both his dream and its interpretation. The magicians,
astrologers, sorcerers and Chaldeans could not do it. Their failure revealed a limit that technique could
not cross. They needed access to information the king withheld, and their methods could not produce it.

Daniel did not claim a superior human system. He sought mercy from the God of heaven. When the
mystery was revealed, Daniel blessed God and confessed that wisdom and might belong to Him.

Revelation was a gift, not a mechanism Daniel controlled.

Revelation remains under God's authority

Daniel 2 supplies a clear contrast. Divination attempts to obtain hidden knowledge through a repeatable
method, specialist or sign. Biblical revelation begins with God freely choosing to disclose what He wills.

The recipient remains dependent, accountable and unable to manufacture another revelation on demand.

This distinction also protects prayer. Christians may ask God for wisdom and trust His providence. They
may not treat prayer as a technique for forcing secret information. God's guidance ordinarily comes
through Scripture, wisdom, prayer, providence and godly counsel, always under the authority of what He
has already revealed.

PAGE 6



REASON TOGETHER CHURCH | REASON TOGETHER STUDIES

ACCURACY IS NOT AUTHORITY

The divining spirit in Acts 16

A young woman with a spirit of divination followed Paul and his companions, saying that they were
servants of the most high God who showed the way of salvation. Her statement contained truth. Paul
nevertheless commanded the spirit to come out of her. The narrative refuses the idea that an accurate
sentence validates its source.

Deuteronomy 13 teaches the same principle from another direction. Even when a sign or wonder occurs,
God's people must not follow a voice that turns them away from the LORD. Biblical discernment asks
more than Did it happen? or Did it sound right? It asks who authorized the messenger, what allegiance
the message demands and whether it submits to God's revealed Word.

Why horoscopes sometimes feel accurate

Many astrological statements are broad enough to fit large numbers of people. Readers naturally
remember apparent matches and overlook failures. Interpreters may also gather information from a client
and reflect it back in language that feels remarkably personal. These ordinary explanations account for
much apparent accuracy.

Scripture does not require the church to identify the cause behind every reading before rejecting the
authority claim. Some experiences may involve fraud, intuition, cultural conditioning, selective memory
or spiritual deception. The pastoral conclusion remains the same: occasional accuracy does not transform
an unauthorized source into a trustworthy counselor.

THE MAGI AND THE STAR

What Matthew actually says

Matthew calls the visitors magoi. The word was associated with eastern learned, priestly or courtly
specialists. Depending on period and setting, such people could engage in dreams, astronomy, astrology,
counsel and other forms of learning. Strong historical inference therefore places the Magi in a world
where astrology was known and may have been practiced.

Matthew does not provide their names, number, exact country, complete religious system or professional
catalogue. He does not call them kings. He does not explain the physical mechanism of the star.
Responsible exposition must acknowledge the likely background without filling the narrative with
attractive details the evangelist did not give.
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Grace toward outsiders is not permission for the church

The Magi's journey demonstrates God's sovereignty and grace. God can meet people in the world from
which they come and draw them toward Christ. That truth does not endorse every belief or method they
previously held. The same Gospel that reaches sinners also redirects their worship.

Balaam's donkey spoke because God sovereignly used it. The event does not establish animals as an
authorized source of guidance. In the same way, God's use of a star to attract the Magi does not authorize
astrology. A gracious point of contact must not be confused with continuing permission for the system
from which a person is being called.

Creation attracted; Scripture identified

The star moved the Magi toward Jerusalem and raised the question of a royal birth. Yet the Jerusalem
scholars turned to Micah's written prophecy to identify Bethlehem. The narrative therefore joins creation
and Scripture without making them equal sources of detail.

The scholars possessed the text but did not make the journey. The Magi made the journey but required
the text. Matthew directs the reader beyond both groups to Jesus. The story ends not with experts
admiring a celestial puzzle but with Gentiles falling down and worshipping the King.

WHAT WAS THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM?

Responsible proposals

Interpreters have proposed a planetary conjunction, comet, nova, supernova or supernatural
manifestation. Each proposal attempts to account for some features of the narrative and a proposed
chronology. None has secured universal agreement, and Matthew does not name the astronomical

category.

The text describes a star seen by the Magi, a journey to Jerusalem, information from Scripture, renewed
joy and guidance to the place where the child was. Some details can be read in relation to ancient
celestial language; others lead interpreters toward a special act of God. The mechanism remains a live

dispute.

What may be preached with certainty

The certainty of the passage does not depend upon identifying the mechanism. God sovereignly drew the
Magi. Scripture identified Bethlehem. Herod opposed the true King. The Magi rejoiced, entered, fell
down, worshipped and gave gifts. These are Matthew's theological emphases.

A model may serve as an illustration when clearly labeled. It becomes harmful when a sermon presents
one reconstruction as though Matthew supplied it. The best conclusion is modest: God may use natural or
supernatural means, and the inspired text does not require the reader to settle the category.
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IS THE GOSPEL WRITTEN IN THE CONSTELLATIONS?

The historical proposal

Nineteenth-century writers including Frances Rolleston, Joseph Seiss and E. W. Bullinger argued that the
constellations once preserved a complete redemptive message that later cultures corrupted. Later popular
treatments repeated variations of the claim and connected names, figures and sequences to Biblical
themes.

The proposal appeals to Psalm 19, Job's references to Mazzaroth, Orion and the Pleiades, Genesis 1:14
and selected constellation traditions. It can seem attractive because it promises a worldwide prehistoric
witness to the Gospel and gives familiar star patterns a Christian narrative.

Why the evidence is inadequate

Scripture says the heavens declare God's glory. It does not teach a complete constellation-by-
constellation Gospel. The developed zodiac was formed through human cultural history. Constellation
boundaries, names, figures and associated stories vary. Claims about ancient meanings often depend

upon selective etymologies and reconstructions that cannot be demonstrated from the Biblical text.

The theory should therefore be reported as history and evaluated with caution, not preached as
established revelation. Rejecting it does not diminish general revelation. The heavens still declare God's
glory. They simply do not replace the prophets and apostles who were entrusted with the revealed Gospel
of Jesus Christ.

IDENTITY, COMPATIBILITY AND THE FUTURE

You are more than a birth chart

Modern astrology frequently shifts from prediction to identity. A sign becomes shorthand for
temperament, weaknesses, romantic compatibility and expected behavior. The language can feel
harmless because it is conversational and because many statements resemble ordinary personality
observations.

The spiritual concern appears when the category becomes governing. I am angry because [ am this sign.
We cannot relate because our charts are incompatible. I am destined to repeat this pattern. Such claims
can excuse sin, reduce responsibility and place a created configuration above the transforming work of
the Holy Spirit.

Biblical identity is received in Christ

The New Testament locates the believer's deepest identity in union with Christ, adoption into God's
family and the new creation. Character is not fixed by planetary location. The fruit of the Spirit describes
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love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance produced through
God's sanctifying work.

Personality differences are real, and wise observation of habits and relationships can be useful. The Bible
does not require every person to have the same temperament. It does require every claim about identity to
remain beneath the Creator's authority and the moral truth of His Word.

The desire to know tomorrow

Behind many consultations is not rebellion but fear. A person wants to know whether a relationship will
survive, whether money will be sufficient or whether a decision will succeed. Astrology offers the feeling
that uncertainty can be controlled by obtaining the right interpretation.

Biblical faith does not promise advance disclosure of every outcome. It gives something better: the
presence and character of God. The believer may not know tomorrow, but the believer knows the One
who holds tomorrow. Trust is not ignorance dressed as courage. It is dependence upon a faithful God

when complete information has not been given.

PASTORAL COMMENTARY

For the person who read only for fun

Do not begin with panic. Bring the practice honestly before God. Ask whether the material has been
shaping expectations, decisions, identity or fear. Remove the consulted applications, subscriptions, saved
charts or books as an act of trust and obedience, not as a ritual intended to break an imagined mechanical

curse.

Replace the habit. Read Scripture before reading a forecast. Pray about the actual concern that drove the
consultation. Seek wise counsel from mature believers. Learn to name uncertainty without trying to

convert it into secret knowledge.

For the person frightened by a past reading

A prediction does not possess authority greater than Christ. No chart can bind the believer's future. No
interpreter can place a permanent sentence over a person whom Jesus has redeemed. Fear may remain
emotionally powerful, but fear is not proof that the prediction has power.

Pastoral care should not intensify terror by claiming that every horoscope is a direct demonic
communication. The church can take spiritual allegiance seriously without inventing details. Confession,
prayer, Scripture, Christian fellowship and practical removal of the consulted source are appropriate

responses.
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For families and parents

Children encounter zodiac language through social media, games, friendships and entertainment. A
mocking response may close the conversation. Parents can ask what the child believes the sign tells them,
whether it affects choices and why the system feels attractive.

Then make the Biblical alternative clear. God knows the child more completely than a chart. Jesus gives
a new identity. The Spirit produces character. Scripture gives moral guidance. Wisdom grows in prayer,
counsel and obedience. The goal is not merely to win an argument about horoscopes but to direct trust
toward Christ.

THEOLOGICAL CONCLUSIONS

Creation remains good and subordinate

The sun, moon and stars are not contaminated objects. God made them and called His creation good.
Their physical properties may be studied, their beauty enjoyed and their cycles used for created purposes.
Sin enters when human beings worship creation or assign it revelatory and governing authority that
belongs to God.

Revelation belongs to God

God may give a sign. God may use the heavens in judgment, prophecy or providence. In every Biblical
case, meaning is controlled by divine action and revealed context. Human beings are not authorized to

convert ordinary celestial positions into a private language of destiny.

Christ is the destination

Deuteronomy directs God's people from diviners toward the promised Prophet. Daniel directs attention
from technique toward the God who reveals secrets. Matthew directs the Magi from the star through
Scripture to the King. The canonical movement is consistent: creation and providence remain servants

that ultimately direct attention to Jesus Christ.

The Gospel is not that the stars reveal your hidden self. The Gospel is that the Creator entered His
creation, died for sins, was buried and rose again. He forgives the sinner who trusts Him, gives a new
identity and promises resurrection life. The future is safe not because it has been decoded but because it
belongs to Him.

INTERPRETIVE CAUTIONS

¢ Do not reduce signs in Genesis 1:14 to calendar markers only. God can appoint ordinary and
extraordinary signs, but He defines their meaning.
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e Do not use the English word sign as permission for the developed zodiac. The Hebrew word has a
wider range and must be read in context.

¢ Do not condemn astronomy. Truthful observation of physical creation is not celestial divination.

¢ Do not sanitize the likely eastern learned or astrological setting of the Magi. Honest background
makes the grace of the narrative clearer.

¢ Do not use God's grace toward the Magi as permission for astrology. The story ends in worship of
Christ, not continued dependence upon the star.

¢ Do not identify the Bethlehem star's mechanism with certainty. Conjunction, comet, nova,
supernova and supernatural manifestation remain proposals.

¢ Do not preach the Gospel-in-the-stars theory as established Biblical revelation. Scripture affirms the
heavens' witness to God's glory without teaching a complete zodiacal Gospel.

¢ Do not claim that every accurate reading is directly demonic. Accuracy can arise through several
means and never establishes Biblical authority.

¢ Do not mock people who sought security or identity through astrology. Expose the misplaced trust
while offering the sufficiency of Christ.

¢ Do not create a fear ritual around repentance. Removing materials expresses trust and obedience;
the objects do not outrank the Lord Jesus Christ.

COMMENTARY SUMMARY

e Genesis 1:14 genuinely says the heavenly lights serve as signs, seasons, days and years.

e The context emphasizes created order, light, calendrical marking and assigned rule over day and
night.

e A Biblical sign receives its meaning from God's appointment and revelation.

e Astrology assigns personal, spiritual or predictive meaning to celestial configurations through a
human system.

e Scripture forbids worship of the heavenly host and divination that seeks hidden guidance through
unauthorized means.

e Astronomy is the truthful study of physical creation and is not condemned by the Biblical
prohibitions.

e Daniel shows that revelation belongs to God and is not controlled by technique.

e Acts 16 shows that an accurate statement does not validate an unauthorized spiritual source.

e The Magi likely came from an eastern learned setting connected to astrology, but Matthew records
grace drawing them to worship Christ.

e The Bethlehem star's physical mechanism remains uncertain and should not be preached as settled
fact.

e The Gospel-in-the-stars theory lacks sufficient Biblical and historical evidence to be treated as
revealed doctrine.

e A believer's identity is in Christ, character is transformed by the Spirit and the future rests in God's
sovereign hands.
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The heavens declare the glory of God because they belong
to Him. They do not possess independent authority to declare a person's identity,
compatibility, decisions or destiny. Biblical signs receive their meaning from God; astrology
assigns meaning God has not given. The church may study the stars, admire them and use
them for their created purposes, but it must hear the Son rather than consult the sky.
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External sermons and studies were used as research leads. Scripture remains the controlling authority.
Historical and astronomical proposals are included only at the confidence level supported by the

available evidence.
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A FINAL WORD

The night sky does not need to be feared, ignored or turned into a code. It can be received as creation. Its
order reminds us that God is faithful. Its vastness reminds us that He is great. Its beauty invites worship
of the One who made it.

The stars are not our counselors. They cannot forgive sin, name us as children of God or carry us through
death. Jesus Christ can. The safest future is not the future a chart appears to explain. It is the future
entrusted to the Savior who died, rose again and holds all things together.

END OF BIBLICAL COMMENTARY

PAGE 14



