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Aloha, church family. 

Welcome to Reason Together Church. 

Whether you have been with us from the beginning, whether this is your first visit or whether 

you are still deciding what you believe, I am genuinely glad that you are here. 

At Reason Together Church, we do not believe honest questions are enemies of faith. 

We believe honest questions can lead us into a deeper and more careful examination of the Word 

of God. 

Our invitation is simple. 

Bring your questions. 

Open your Bible. 

Let us Reason Together the Word of God. 

If you are visiting, please understand that you are our honored guest. 

You are not expected to give anything. 

If you are a member of another church, we encourage you to support your home church. 

For those who call Reason Together Church their church home, there is a giving box available in 

the back. 

We will not pass a plate and we will not interrupt the study to ask you for money. 

The Bible tells us that God loveth a cheerful giver, so giving should never be produced by 

embarrassment or pressure. 

Give as the Lord leads you and with the joy He places in your heart. 

There is also a guest card available. 

We ask only for your first name and an email address so we can let you know what we will be 

studying next. 

Our Keiki Kids Center is available for families who would like to use it. 

After the service, please remain for coffee and conversation at the Reason Together Cafe. 

The coffee is free. 

The refills are free. 

And around here, we like to say that the refills on conversation are free as well. 

Those are just a few family matters I wanted you to know before we open the Bible together. 
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Now let us settle in for a conversation about one of those verses almost everybody has heard. 

Many Christians can quote at least part of it. 

It is often offered as a complete answer to a familiar question. 

The question is this. 

Can a Christian marry a non-Christian? 

And before the person asking has finished the sentence, someone is already answering. 

Second Corinthians 6:14. 

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers." 

Question answered. 

Bible closed. 

Conversation finished. 

But something happens when we open the Bible and read the entire paragraph. 

Paul never says marriage. 

He never says husband. 

He never says wife. 

He never mentions a wedding, an engagement or a divorce. 

Should that concern us? 

Have Christians taken a verse about one subject and pasted it onto another? 

Or did Paul give a principle broad enough to include marriage even though marriage was not his 

immediate subject? 

That is today's Reason Together question. 

Does "unequally yoked" really mean marriage? 

It is possible to make a mistake in either direction. 

We can say, "Christians have always used this verse for marriage, so that must be all Paul 

meant." 

Or we can say, "Paul did not mention marriage, so this passage has nothing to say about 

marriage." 

Neither conclusion has done enough work. 

Context does not necessarily erase an application. 
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Context governs whether the application is legitimate. 

So today we will not protect a familiar answer from examination. 

And we will not discard a Biblical conclusion simply because someone defended it with an 

incomplete argument. 

We will open the Bible. 

We will read the words around the familiar words. 

We will ask what is known. 

We will ask what is inferred. 

We will acknowledge what remains uncertain. 

And then we will ask how the passage should shape our marriages, our churches and every 

allegiance we carry. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your holy Word. 

Thank You that Your truth does not fear an honest question. 

Forgive us for the times we have quoted a sentence without listening to the paragraph. 

Forgive us for the times we have used a correct conclusion to excuse careless interpretation. 

Give us wisdom to understand what Paul said. 

Give us humility where the historical details are uncertain. 

Give us courage where Your command is clear. 

Protect unmarried believers who are making decisions that will shape the rest of their lives. 

Encourage believers who are already living faithfully in spiritually divided homes. 

Purify Your church from every alliance that would compromise our allegiance to Jesus Christ. 

Teach us to love unbelievers without surrendering to unbelief. 

And before this conversation ends, show each of us whose yoke we are carrying. 

In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen. 

Please listen again to the larger passage. 

Second Corinthians chapter 6, beginning with verse 11. 

"O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged." 
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"Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels." 

"Now for a recompence in the same, I speak as unto my children, be ye also enlarged." 

Then comes the familiar command. 

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness 

with unrighteousness?" 

"And what communion hath light with darkness?" 

"And what concord hath Christ with Belial?" 

"Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?" 

"And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?" 

"For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 

them;" 

"And I will be their God, and they shall be my people." 

"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord," 

"And touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you." 

"And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 

Almighty." 

The chapter division comes next, but Paul's thought does not stop. 

Second Corinthians 7:1 says: 

"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 

the flesh and spirit," 

"Perfecting holiness in the fear of God." 

Then verse 2 resumes: 

"Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man, we have defrauded no man." 

Now let us make our first observation. 

Marriage is not explicitly named anywhere in that paragraph. 

That is a fact. 

It is not an opinion from one denomination. 

It is not a conclusion produced by a Greek dictionary. 

We can read the English words and see it. 
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Paul discusses fellowship. 

He discusses communion. 

He discusses spiritual harmony. 

He discusses believers and unbelievers. 

He discusses God's temple and idols. 

He discusses uncleanness and holiness. 

He does not directly discuss marriage. 

But the absence of the word marriage does not prove that marriage is excluded from the 

principle. 

The word pornography is not in the Sermon on the Mount. 

Yet Jesus' teaching about lust certainly applies to it. 

The word internet is not in Proverbs. 

Yet the wisdom of Proverbs applies to what we say and consume online. 

A Biblical principle can reach circumstances that the original writer did not name. 

The question is whether the application grows honestly from the principle. 

So before we decide whether marriage belongs here, we must understand the yoke. 

Most of us do not use a wooden yoke in our daily work. 

We may have seen one hanging on a barn wall or pictured in a book. 

A yoke is a crosspiece placed upon animals so they can pull a load together. 

Once the animals are yoked, neither one is walking independently. 

They are joined to one burden. 

They are placed under one direction. 

They must travel one path. 

If one moves left while the other moves right, the result is not freedom. 

It is strain. 

If one moves quickly while the other refuses to move, the result is not progress. 

It is pain. 

If one animal is strong and the other is repeatedly dragged, the field will not be plowed straight. 



REASON TOGETHER CHURCH | REASON TOGETHER STUDIES 

www.ReasonTogether.Church Page 6 

Deuteronomy 22:10 says: 

"Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together." 

Paul does not explicitly say, "I am quoting Deuteronomy 22:10." 

But the image is almost certainly standing behind his unusual expression. 

The Greek verb translated "unequally yoked" is heterozygeo. 

It is used only here in the New Testament. 

It describes being differently or incompatibly yoked. 

The ox and the donkey are not merely wearing different colors. 

They possess different strength. 

They move with a different gait. 

They have a different nature. 

Fastening them together does not erase those differences. 

It forces both animals to experience the consequences of them. 

And that gives us an important distinction. 

Not every relationship is a yoke. 

Paul did not write, "Never speak to an unbeliever." 

He did not write, "Never work beside an unbeliever." 

He did not write, "Never have an unbelieving neighbor, customer, relative or friend." 

A conversation is not automatically a yoke. 

A friendship is not automatically a yoke. 

Cooperation in an ordinary civic task is not automatically a yoke. 

A yoke binds two lives to one direction under one master. 

That statement will help us throughout the study. 

Not every relationship is a yoke. 

A yoke binds two lives to one direction under one master. 

Paul then explains what makes the yoke spiritually incompatible. 

He asks five questions. 

Every one of them expects the same answer. 
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The first is: 

"What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?" 

The word translated fellowship carries the idea of participation or partnership. 

Paul is not claiming that Christians never sin. 

He is not teaching that believers are naturally better people who earned a higher position. 

Second Corinthians 5:21 has just said of Christ: 

"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;" 

"That we might be made the righteousness of God in him." 

The believer's righteousness begins in Christ. 

The believer now belongs to a life directed toward obedience. 

Unrighteousness cannot become the governing partner of that life without producing 

contradiction. 

The second question is: 

"What communion hath light with darkness?" 

Light and darkness may be discussed in the same sentence. 

They may appear near one another at sunrise and sunset. 

But they do not form a cooperative partnership. 

When light enters, darkness retreats. 

The church is commanded to carry light into darkness. 

We are not commanded to place darkness in charge of the light. 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:14: 

"Ye are the light of the world." 

Light must be present where darkness exists. 

But light must remain light. 

The third question is: 

"What concord hath Christ with Belial?" 

Belial is an Old Testament expression associated with worthlessness and wickedness. 

By Paul's day, it could function as a name for Satan or the ruler of the wicked realm. 
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The word translated concord refers to harmony or agreement. 

Paul has now moved beyond two people having different preferences. 

He presents two opposing spiritual kingdoms. 

Christ and Belial are not negotiating a joint direction. 

Christ does not surrender part of His lordship so darkness can feel included. 

The fourth question is: 

"What part hath he that believeth with an infidel?" 

The KJV word infidel here means an unbeliever. 

Paul is not saying that a believer and an unbeliever share no humanity. 

They may share a family. 

They may share a neighborhood. 

They may share work, laughter, grief and genuine affection. 

They may agree about many moral and practical matters. 

But they do not share the same ultimate faith. 

They do not recognize the same final authority. 

They do not possess the same eternal hope. 

The fifth question brings Paul's argument to worship. 

"What agreement hath the temple of God with idols?" 

Now the matter becomes unmistakable. 

The temple belongs to God. 

An idol represents a rival object of worship. 

The temple cannot invite an idol into the sanctuary and call that cooperation. 

God does not rent one corner of His temple to another god. 

Paul explains: 

"For ye are the temple of the living God." 

The word ye is plural. 

Paul is not only discussing an individual Christian's private life. 

He is speaking to the congregation. 
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The church is God's dwelling place. 

That means this passage has a corporate application before many of the private applications we 

normally give it. 

A church can become unequally yoked. 

A ministry can join an enterprise that requires it to silence the gospel. 

Christian leaders can cooperate with false teachers in a way that gives spiritual error legitimacy. 

A congregation can blend Biblical worship with practices that direct people toward another 

spiritual power. 

The danger is not simply that an unbeliever is present. 

The danger is that unbelief has been given a place of direction inside God's temple. 

Paul supports that warning by weaving together several Old Testament promises. 

He draws from the law, the prophets and God's covenant promises. 

"I will dwell in them, and walk in them." 

"I will be their God, and they shall be my people." 

"I will receive you." 

"I will be a Father unto you." 

"Ye shall be my sons and daughters." 

Notice the reason for separation. 

Paul does not say, "Separate because you are better than everyone outside." 

He does not say, "Separate because unbelievers are unworthy of kindness." 

He says that the living God dwells among His people. 

Biblical holiness is not built upon our superiority. 

It is built upon God's presence. 

We belong to Him. 

He has received us. 

He calls us sons and daughters. 

Therefore we must not bring idols into His temple. 

And Second Corinthians 7:1 gives the destination: 
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"Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 

of God." 

There are two commands surrounding this paragraph. 

Do not become unequally yoked. 

Then cleanse yourselves and pursue holiness. 

The Christian life is not defined merely by what we refuse. 

It is defined by the God we pursue. 

Separation is not the destination. 

Holiness is the destination. 

Now we should ask a historical question. 

What particular yoke was threatening the Corinthians? 

Responsible interpreters do not all give the same narrow answer. 

One strong possibility is participation in pagan worship and temple meals. 

Corinth was filled with temples, sacrifices and religious associations. 

The culture did not keep religion inside a small private compartment. 

Business, family celebrations, public life and meals could all involve pagan worship. 

Paul had already confronted this in First Corinthians chapters 8 through 10. 

First Corinthians 10:20 says: 

"The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God." 

Then Paul says: 

"I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils." 

He continues: 

"Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils." 

"Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils." 

That language fits Second Corinthians 6 very closely. 

Fellowship. 

Participation. 

The temple of God. 
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Idols. 

The unequal yoke may have involved Christians joining pagan religious practices because social 

acceptance or economic advantage made compromise attractive. 

But there is another serious possibility. 

The passage may be addressing the Corinthians' attachment to false apostles. 

Look at what surrounds it. 

Immediately before the command, Paul says: 

"Our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged." 

He asks the Corinthians to open their hearts to him. 

Immediately after the paragraph, Paul says: 

"Receive us." 

Why does an unequal-yoke warning appear between Paul's appeals for restored affection? 

Later, in Second Corinthians 11, Paul uses marriage imagery. 

He says: 

"For I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ." 

He fears that their minds will be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 

He warns that they are tolerating someone who preaches another Jesus, another spirit and another 

gospel. 

Then he identifies false apostles and deceitful workers. 

Second Corinthians 11:14 says: 

"And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light." 

These teachers looked spiritual. 

They used religious language. 

They claimed authority. 

But they were drawing the church away from its one Husband, Jesus Christ. 

It is therefore possible that Paul had those false spiritual leaders especially in mind. 

The church was opening its heart to people who were pulling it away from the true gospel. 

We should state the evidence honestly. 

We know that idolatry was a genuine Corinthian danger. 
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We know that false apostles were influencing the church. 

We can make a strong case for either concern in this paragraph. 

We cannot prove that Paul intended only one narrow arrangement. 

And we do not need to pretend certainty where Scripture has not supplied it. 

The safe conclusion is broad and clear. 

Paul forbids every binding participation that compromises the church's allegiance to Christ. 

That is what is known. 

The exact Corinthian arrangement remains debated. 

Now we can return to the question about marriage. 

Was Paul directly discussing a human marriage in Second Corinthians 6? 

No. 

Does that mean marriage cannot be included beneath the principle? 

No. 

Ask what marriage is. 

Genesis 2:24 says: 

"Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife:" 

"And they shall be one flesh." 

Marriage joins two lives with extraordinary depth. 

It joins two bodies. 

It joins two homes. 

It joins financial decisions. 

It joins daily schedules. 

It joins grief and celebration. 

It joins the raising of children. 

It joins questions about morality, purpose and eternity. 

Marriage is not the only possible yoke. 

But it may be the weightiest human yoke anyone voluntarily enters. 

When two married people disagree about a restaurant, they can probably find another restaurant. 
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When they disagree about the color of a wall, the wall can survive another coat of paint. 

But what happens when they disagree about the authority governing the home? 

What happens when one says, "Jesus Christ is Lord," and the other says, "Jesus has no rightful 

claim over me"? 

What happens when children ask why one parent worships and the other does not? 

What happens when one wants to give, serve and order the home around Scripture while the 

other sees those commitments as unnecessary? 

The issue is not that the unbelieving person must be cruel. 

An unbeliever may be kind. 

An unbeliever may be faithful to promises. 

An unbeliever may be responsible, respectful and pleasant. 

An unbeliever may display more natural patience than some people who loudly claim to be 

Christian. 

The question is not whether the person is nice. 

The question is who possesses final authority. 

Who determines the direction when convictions collide? 

Ephesians 5 makes the matter even deeper. 

After quoting that husband and wife become one flesh, Paul says: 

"This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church." 

Marriage was designed to display something about Christ's covenant love for His church. 

A Christian marriage should tell the truth about Christ. 

It should display sacrificial love. 

It should display faithfulness. 

It should display holiness, forgiveness and shared submission to God. 

How can two people intentionally build that picture when only one acknowledges the Christ the 

picture is meant to reveal? 

Second Corinthians 6 supplies a broad principle of allegiance. 

But Paul gives a more direct marriage instruction elsewhere. 

First Corinthians 7:39 says: 
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"The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth;" 

"But if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord." 

Notice both the freedom and the boundary. 

She may marry whom she will. 

Paul does not choose a spouse for her. 

Her family does not own her decision. 

The church does not create a list of approved personalities. 

But her freedom exists "only in the Lord." 

Paul is directly addressing a widow who is free to remarry. 

That is the fact stated in the verse. 

The strong and natural inference is that Paul would not require a widow to marry in the Lord 

while allowing every other unmarried believer to marry outside the Lord. 

The Christian's life is lived in Christ. 

The Christian's worship is in Christ. 

The Christian's calling is in Christ. 

And the Christian's marriage should be in the Lord. 

This also helps us speak about dating carefully. 

The Bible does not discuss modern dating as a separate institution. 

Going to lunch with someone is not marriage. 

A conversation between a Christian man and an unbelieving woman is not automatically an 

unequal yoke. 

But if dating is intentionally building a romantic bond directed toward marriage, wisdom asks 

where that road ends. 

Why cultivate a bond with someone Scripture would not counsel you to marry? 

Some people answer, "He is not a Christian now, but I believe I can change him." 

Or, "She promised she will begin attending church after we get married." 

That approach is sometimes called missionary dating. 

But a person is not a mission project with a wedding date attached. 

We should witness. 
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We should pray. 

We should hope for conversion. 

We cannot promise it. 

No one should bind an entire future to a conversion God has not promised to produce on our 

schedule. 

Choose a spouse according to the person's present relationship with Christ, not an imagined 

future version of that person. 

That counsel is firm for someone considering marriage. 

But now we must speak to the person who is already married to an unbeliever. 

This is where careless preaching can cause unnecessary fear. 

Someone may hear, "Do not be unequally yoked," look across the room at an unbelieving spouse 

and conclude, "God wants me to end this marriage." 

Paul says otherwise. 

First Corinthians 7:12 says: 

"If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not 

put her away." 

Verse 13 continues: 

"And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with 

her, let her not leave him." 

We must distinguish two situations. 

Scripture gives one instruction about entering a yoke. 

Scripture gives another instruction about living faithfully in a yoke that already exists. 

How did these mixed-faith marriages arise? 

The gospel entered a pagan city. 

A married man heard the gospel and trusted Christ. 

His wife did not. 

Or a married woman believed while her husband remained an unbeliever. 

The new Christian may have wondered whether continued marital life caused spiritual 

contamination. 
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Paul answers no. 

Do not destroy an existing marriage merely because your spouse does not share your faith. 

If the unbelieving spouse is willing to remain, remain faithful. 

Paul introduces the instruction by saying: 

"But to the rest speak I, not the Lord." 

That does not mean, "Jesus has one opinion, but this is merely Paul's private opinion." 

Paul is distinguishing a circumstance Jesus directly addressed during His earthly ministry from 

one He did not address in the recorded teaching. 

Jesus had spoken about divorce. 

He had not directly addressed what a new Christian should do when conversion created a 

spiritually divided marriage. 

Paul now gives apostolic instruction. 

Verse 14 says: 

"For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by 

the husband." 

The word sanctified does not mean the unbelieving spouse is automatically saved. 

No one receives eternal life because a husband or wife believes on that person's behalf. 

Paul means that the marriage is not defiled merely because one spouse remains an unbeliever. 

The Christian does not need to flee the home in order to remain holy. 

The believer's presence brings gospel light and a sanctifying influence into the household. 

Paul also says the children are holy. 

That does not guarantee their salvation either. 

It means the home is not rejected as unclean. 

The children live within a household touched by the believer's relationship with God. 

Verse 15 addresses another possibility. 

"But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart." 

"A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace." 

The believer should not initiate abandonment simply because the spouse is unsaved. 
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But the believer is not commanded to produce endless warfare trying to imprison someone 

determined to leave. 

God has called us to peace. 

Then verse 16 asks: 

"For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband?" 

"Or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?" 

The believer may become an instrument through whom the spouse sees and hears the gospel. 

First Peter 3 speaks of an unbelieving husband being won by the faithful conduct of his wife. 

That is a reason for faithful witness. 

It is not a guarantee of conversion. 

The Christian witnesses. 

God saves. 

So let me speak directly to anyone already living in a mixed-faith marriage. 

Your marriage is a real marriage. 

Your home is not automatically unclean. 

You are not a second-class Christian. 

God has not commanded you to abandon a spouse who is willing to remain. 

Love faithfully. 

Pray consistently. 

Live the gospel sincerely. 

Do not manipulate. 

Do not turn every meal into a debate. 

Do not excuse sin in order to preserve peace. 

And do not assume that you must carry responsibility for a conversion only God can give. 

Some of you became Christians after you were married. 

Some married a person who appeared to possess genuine faith. 

Some have watched a spouse gradually walk away from a profession once made. 

You should not be treated as though you knowingly rejected Biblical counsel. 
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The church should not add shame to the burden you already carry. 

We should pray for you. 

We should support you. 

We should help you remain faithful to Christ while loving the person beside you. 

This distinction also answers the argument that First Corinthians 7 contradicts Second 

Corinthians 6. 

It does not. 

One passage warns against entering compromising allegiance. 

The other protects a covenant that already exists. 

One guides a future choice. 

The other directs present faithfulness. 

The Bible is not confused. 

It is pastorally precise. 

The Old Testament adds another important dimension. 

God repeatedly warned Israel about marriages with surrounding nations. 

Those warnings have sometimes been twisted into arguments against interracial marriage. 

That is not the Biblical concern. 

Deuteronomy 7:3 says: 

"Neither shalt thou make marriages with them." 

But verse 4 supplies the reason: 

"For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods." 

The danger was spiritual allegiance. 

The danger was idolatry. 

Solomon demonstrates it tragically. 

First Kings 11 says that Solomon loved many foreign women. 

Verse 4 says: 

"For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other 

gods." 

Solomon possessed extraordinary wisdom. 
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Wisdom did not make him immune to the direction of a binding relationship. 

His heart was drawn toward the gods worshipped within his household. 

But foreign birth itself was not the problem. 

Ruth was a Moabitess. 

She said to Naomi: 

"Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God." 

Rahab was from Jericho. 

She confessed that the LORD was God in heaven above and earth beneath. 

Both women entered the covenant people. 

Both appear in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. 

The danger was never a different complexion. 

The danger was a different god. 

Biblical teaching about shared faith must never be corrupted into racial or ethnic prejudice. 

Now someone may ask whether Paul commands Christians to avoid unbelievers entirely. 

He does not. 

First Corinthians 5:9 and 10 make that clear. 

Paul explains that he did not mean Christians should avoid every immoral, covetous or idolatrous 

person in the world. 

He says: 

"For then must ye needs go out of the world." 

We cannot obey the Great Commission while refusing to speak with the people Christ 

commanded us to reach. 

Jesus ate with publicans and sinners. 

He entered broken homes. 

He spoke with social outsiders. 

He touched people others considered unclean. 

He brought light into darkness without allowing darkness to enter Him. 

Christians should love unbelievers. 

Christians should serve unbelievers. 
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Christians should work beside unbelievers. 

Christians should welcome unbelievers into our conversations and our church services. 

Christians should listen respectfully and share the gospel honestly. 

Christians are not called to leave unbelievers. 

We are called not to leave Christ while walking beside them. 

That distinction protects us from two opposite errors. 

One error is compromise that refuses to separate from anything. 

The other is pride that separates from everyone. 

Some Christians separate over every secondary disagreement. 

They reject weaker believers instead of teaching them patiently. 

They treat personal preference as though it were the gospel. 

They become quarrelsome and call the quarrelsomeness holiness. 

That is not Paul's command. 

The believer is not called to create a private society with no contact with the world. 

Salt must touch what it preserves. 

Light must shine where darkness exists. 

Holiness is not hostility. 

But love does not require surrender. 

Presence does not require participation. 

Kindness does not require agreement with idolatry. 

We may stand beside an unbeliever without handing that person the reins of our conscience. 

So how can we recognize an unequal yoke today? 

We need more than a list of forbidden job titles or relationships. 

We need questions shaped by Paul's principle. 

First ask: 

Does this arrangement bind me to a shared spiritual or moral direction? 

Ordinary contact is not automatically a yoke. 

Binding participation may be. 
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Second ask: 

When our convictions conflict, who determines the direction? 

If obedience to Christ is always the part expected to bend, the yoke has revealed its master. 

Third ask: 

Does this relationship require me to approve, support or participate in something Scripture 

forbids? 

Fourth ask: 

Can I remain faithful to Christ without violating the agreement I have made? 

Fifth ask: 

Does this partnership require silence concerning essential Biblical truth? 

Sixth ask: 

Am I helping an unbeliever, or am I helping unbelief accomplish its work? 

There is a difference between feeding a hungry neighbor and financing a false gospel. 

There is a difference between serving beside someone after a disaster and representing 

incompatible religions as one path to God. 

There is a difference between ordinary employment and a partnership that gives another person 

authority to require sin. 

Seventh ask: 

Who is influencing whom? 

Christians sometimes assume that faith automatically makes us immune to pressure. 

Solomon should cure us of that assumption. 

Eighth ask: 

What is this relationship requiring me to become? 

Those questions may apply to marriage. 

They may apply to a business partnership. 

They may apply to a church alliance. 

They may apply to participation in occult practices. 

They may apply to an organization that demands moral compromise. 
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They may even apply to a political loyalty that begins demanding the devotion and obedience 

belonging to God. 

But ordinary employment is not automatically an unequal yoke. 

Buying and selling are not automatically unequal yokes. 

Working with neighbors for the common good is not automatically an unequal yoke. 

The issue is not merely whether an unbeliever is involved. 

The issue is whether unbelief has been given binding direction. 

And we should not imagine that only unbelievers can pull Christians toward idols. 

A room may be filled with professing Christians while everyone serves the idol of achievement. 

A Christian organization may begin treating influence, money or public approval as the master it 

must never disappoint. 

A husband and wife may both check the word Christian on a form while only one seriously 

desires a home directed by Christ. 

The label matters, but a label alone cannot carry a yoke in the right direction. 

We should look for a credible profession of faith. 

We should look for evidence of repentance. 

We should look for love of Christ, submission to Scripture and willingness to grow. 

Two genuine Christians may disagree about secondary doctrines and still share one Lord. 

A mature Christian should not label every immature Christian an unbeliever. 

Romans 14 tells stronger believers to receive the weak. 

But neither should we call someone a Christian merely because the person attends church 

occasionally or respects our faith. 

The question is not whether someone will sit in a church building for us. 

The question is whether that person belongs to Jesus Christ. 

Under every practical question lies an even greater one. 

Whose yoke are we already carrying? 

Jesus used the same image in Matthew 11:28 through 30. 

He said: 

"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 
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"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart." 

"And ye shall find rest unto your souls." 

"For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 

Jesus does not invite us to live without any master. 

He invites us to take His yoke. 

That means He determines the direction. 

We learn from Him. 

We walk with Him. 

We belong to Him. 

The world offers many yokes. 

There is the yoke of approval. 

It keeps asking what people will think. 

There is the yoke of achievement. 

It keeps insisting that our worth must be earned again tomorrow. 

There is the yoke of pleasure. 

It promises freedom while tightening its control. 

There is the yoke of wealth. 

It offers security and then demands our constant fear. 

There is the yoke of politics. 

It can take a legitimate civic responsibility and turn it into an identity that excuses what Christ 

condemns. 

There is the yoke of self-rule. 

It sounds like independence, but the self becomes a merciless master. 

Jesus offers His yoke. 

His yoke is easy and His burden is light, not because discipleship requires nothing, but because 

the One who directs us is gentle and lowly in heart. 

He does not drag us toward destruction. 

He leads us toward life. 

He does not promise that every step will be comfortable. 
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He promises that we will not carry the burden alone. 

And this brings us to the gospel. 

The deepest unequal alliance did not begin when someone chose the wrong business partner or 

romantic relationship. 

It began when humanity joined itself to sin and rebelled against God. 

Romans 3:23 says: 

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 

No person becomes righteous merely by avoiding an unbelieving spouse. 

No person earns salvation by separating from the right list of people. 

We need more than improved relationships. 

We need reconciliation with God. 

Jesus Christ came into our darkness without becoming part of our darkness. 

He ate with sinners without joining their sin. 

He touched the unclean without becoming morally unclean. 

He bore our sin upon the cross. 

First Corinthians 15:3 and 4 declare: 

"Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;" 

"And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures." 

Christ died for our sins. 

He was buried. 

He rose again. 

He offers forgiveness and eternal life. 

He makes sinners new. 

He brings us into the household of God. 

He makes us sons and daughters. 

He places His Spirit within us. 

And He calls us to walk under His gracious direction. 

Salvation is received through repentance and faith. 
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Repentance means turning from sin and self-rule toward God. 

Faith means trusting Jesus Christ rather than trusting our own goodness. 

The prayer I am about to offer is not a magical collection of words. 

Repeating after a pastor does not save anyone. 

Jesus saves the person who genuinely repents and places his or her trust in Him. 

If that is the desire of your heart, you may pray quietly with me. 

Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner. 

I know that I cannot save myself. 

I believe that You died for my sins. 

I believe that You were buried and rose again. 

I turn from my sin and place my faith in You. 

Please forgive me, save me and make me Your own. 

Be my Savior and my Lord. 

Teach me to walk under Your direction. 

Thank You for the gift of eternal life. 

In Jesus' name, 

Amen. 

If you prayed that prayer and meant it, please speak with me before you leave. 

I would be honored to pray with you, answer your questions and help you understand what 

comes next. 

If you are joining us from somewhere else, you may contact us through 

www.ReasonTogether.Church. 

We want to help you connect with a faithful local church and begin growing in the Word of God. 

For those who already belong to Christ, this conversation leaves several personal questions. 

If you are unmarried, do not bind your future to a hoped-for conversion. 

Choose according to the person's present relationship with Christ, not the person you hope might 

exist years from now. 
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If you are dating someone who does not believe, do not ask only whether the relationship feels 

good today. 

Ask where it is directing both lives. 

Ask who will lead when conviction and affection pull in different directions. 

If you are already married to an unbeliever who is willing to remain, do not hear condemnation 

where Paul gave encouragement. 

Remain faithful. 

Love your spouse. 

Pray without manipulation. 

Live the gospel consistently. 

Trust God with the outcome. 

If you entered marriage believing your spouse shared your faith and that profession later 

disappeared, please do not carry a burden Scripture did not place upon you. 

Seek prayer, counsel and fellowship. 

You do not have to walk through that struggle alone. 

And every one of us should examine more than marriage. 

Has achievement become a yoke? 

Has approval become a yoke? 

Has money become a yoke? 

Has pleasure become a yoke? 

Has a political movement been permitted to excuse what Christ forbids? 

Has a friendship become so controlling that obedience now feels impossible? 

Has the desire to be accepted made us silent about the gospel? 

Second Corinthians 6:14 was not written as a single-sentence marriage rule. 

It was written as a call to exclusive allegiance. 

Marriage does not exhaust its meaning. 

Marriage does stand beneath its warning. 

Existing mixed-faith marriages are not condemned. 

Deliberate spiritual compromise is. 
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We are called to live among unbelievers as light without permitting darkness to determine our 

direction. 

During the coming week, read Second Corinthians 6:11 through 7:2 slowly. 

Then read First Corinthians chapter 7. 

Read First Corinthians chapter 10. 

Read Second Corinthians chapter 11. 

As you read, ask four questions. 

What was happening in Corinth? 

What did Paul command? 

What did Paul not command? 

What allegiance in my own life needs to be examined? 

If you disagree with something I said today, please do not leave with the disagreement silently 

growing into frustration. 

Bring the question upstairs. 

Let us open the Bible. 

Let us examine the words and the surrounding passages together. 

Let us talk over coffee at the Reason Together Cafe. 

The coffee is free and the refills on conversation remain free. 

If your question returns on Tuesday afternoon instead of Sunday morning, you do not need to 

wait until the next service. 

Please contact me. 

I am available during the week for spiritual questions, concerns and prayer. 

If you are considering marriage and need someone to help you think Biblically, I would be 

honored to sit with you. 

If you are living in a spiritually divided home and need prayer rather than judgment, I would be 

honored to sit with you as well. 

This church exists for more than a weekly presentation. 

We want to walk together, reason together and help one another grow in Christ. 

Let us close in prayer. 
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Heavenly Father, thank You for speaking clearly through Your Word. 

Thank You that You have made Your people the temple of the living God. 

Thank You that You dwell among us, walk among us and receive us as sons and daughters. 

Forgive us wherever we have joined ourselves to something that competes with Your rightful 

authority. 

Expose every idol we have excused because it did not resemble an ancient statue. 

Give unmarried believers wisdom before affection becomes a binding yoke. 

Give them courage to choose faithfulness over the fear of being alone. 

Strengthen every believer married to an unbelieving spouse. 

Fill those homes with patience, truth, peace and a faithful gospel witness. 

Draw unbelieving husbands and wives to saving faith in Jesus Christ. 

Comfort those whose spouses have walked away from a faith they once professed. 

Surround them with a church family that helps carry their burdens. 

Protect this congregation from false teaching and spiritual compromise. 

Keep us present in the world as salt and light. 

Keep us separate from the idolatry and darkness of the world. 

Deliver us from prideful separation that refuses to love the people Christ came to save. 

Teach us the difference between presence and participation. 

Teach us the difference between cooperation and compromise. 

Teach us the difference between loving an unbeliever and surrendering to unbelief. 

Above all, fasten our hearts to Jesus Christ. 

Teach us to take His yoke and learn from Him. 

May He direct our homes, our friendships, our ministries and every decision we make. 

May this conversation continue around our tables and throughout the coming week. 

In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen. 

Love the unbeliever. 

Serve the unbeliever. 
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Witness to the unbeliever. 

Walk faithfully beside the unbelieving spouse who is willing to remain. 

But never surrender Christ's rightful direction over your life. 

Not every relationship is a yoke. 

A yoke binds two lives to one direction under one master. 

Every yoke has a master. 

Make certain yours is Christ. 

Thank you for being part of Reason Together Church today. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

Aloha Nui Loa. 
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Commentary Introduction 

Few phrases from the New Testament have entered Christian conversation as quickly as “unequally 

yoked.” Ask whether a Christian should marry a non-Christian and many believers will immediately quote 

2 Corinthians 6:14. The answer may be delivered with great confidence: “Be ye not unequally yoked 

together with unbelievers.” Because marriage joins two people so deeply, the connection feels natural. It 

has also been repeated so often that many readers assume Paul must have been discussing marriage in the 

surrounding paragraph. 

He was not. Marriage is never named in 2 Corinthians 6:11-7:1. Paul appeals to the Corinthians to open 

their hearts, warns against an incompatible yoke, sets five spiritual oppositions beside one another and 

reaches his climax with “the temple of God with idols.” He then gathers Old Testament promises about 

God dwelling among His people, calls them to come out from uncleanness and concludes, “Let us cleanse 

ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” The paragraph 

is about exclusive allegiance to the living God and the holiness required of the people in whom He dwells. 

That contextual correction is important, but it must not become a new form of verse-scissoring. To say that 

Paul was not answering a marriage question is not to say that the principle has no bearing on marriage. 

Marriage is not casual contact. It joins two lives in one flesh, one household and a lifelong pattern of shared 

direction. Other passages speak more directly to prospective and existing mixed-faith marriages. First 

Corinthians 7:39 says that a widow may marry “only in the Lord.” First Corinthians 7:12-16 tells believers 

already married to unbelievers not to initiate divorce when the spouse is willing to remain. Responsible 

interpretation allows each text to perform its own work. 

The controlling conclusion of this commentary is therefore balanced. Read in context, 2 Corinthians 6:14-

7:1 warns the church against binding participation in a spiritual order opposed to Christ, with idolatry at 

the center of the warning. Read canonically, that same allegiance necessarily governs whom a Christian 

chooses to marry. Scripture gives one instruction about entering a voluntary yoke and another about living 

faithfully in a covenant that already exists. Context corrects careless use of the verse, while the whole Bible 

preserves wise Christian counsel. 

Commentary in Brief 

The expression “unequally yoked” translates a rare Greek verb, heterozygeo. The term occurs only here in 

the New Testament and probably echoes the Old Testament prohibition against yoking an ox and an ass 

together. The image is not primarily about one animal being morally worse than the other. The problem is 

incompatibility under a single harness. A yoke joins two agents for common labor, direction and mastery. 



REASON TOGETHER CHURCH  |  REASON TOGETHER STUDIES 
www.ReasonTogether.Church  •  STUDY COMMENTARY  • 

PAGE 2 

Paul explains his image through five questions. What fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness? 

What communion has light with darkness? What concord has Christ with Belial? What part has a believer 

with an infidel? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? These are not five unrelated 

illustrations. They move toward worship, presence and identity. “Ye are the temple of the living God.” The 

church cannot confess that God dwells among His people while submitting its worship or spiritual direction 

to rival gods. 

The exact Corinthian arrangement Paul had in mind is not named. Some interpreters emphasize 

participation in pagan temple meals. Others emphasize allegiance to false apostles who were corrupting 

the Corinthians’ devotion to Christ. Both proposals have contextual strength, and they may overlap, but 

neither should be preached as demonstrated certainty. The broader principle is clear enough: believers must 

not bind themselves to shared spiritual direction that requires compromise with idolatry, lawlessness or a 

rival gospel. 

Marriage is a profound application rather than the exclusive immediate subject. A believer contemplating 

marriage should not voluntarily establish a covenant whose foundational allegiance is divided. A believer 

already married to an unbeliever should not use 2 Corinthians 6:14 as permission to discard the spouse. 

The willing unbelieving spouse is to be loved and the marriage honored. Contact with unbelievers is not 

contamination. Compromising participation is the issue. 

The passage is broader than marriage, but it is not therefore irrelevant to marriage. 

1. Begin with Paul’s Appeal, Not an Isolated Slogan 

2 Corinthians 6:11-13 

O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. Ye are not straitened in us, 

but ye are straitened in your own bowels. Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as unto my 

children,) be ye also enlarged. 

Paul does not enter the subject as a detached rule-maker. He speaks as a wounded spiritual father whose 

heart remains open to a church that has restricted its affection toward him. The appeal is relational. He 

wants the Corinthians to receive faithful apostolic ministry without surrendering themselves to influences 

that pull them away from Christ. 

This frame matters because 2 Corinthians 7:2 resumes nearly the same appeal: “Receive us; we have 

wronged no man.” The warning in 6:14-7:1 stands between two invitations to restored fellowship. That 

placement helps explain why some interpreters connect the unequal yoke with teachers who competed 

against Paul and tolerated a different gospel. It also prevents the paragraph from being reduced to private 

romance. Paul addresses the church corporately and guards its spiritual identity. 
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The seam does not settle every historical question. A section can be framed by Paul’s appeal and still use 

idolatry as its central theological category. The safest reading honors both observations: the Corinthians’ 

relationship to Paul is part of the wider setting, while the paragraph itself names incompatible spiritual 

realms and climaxes with God’s temple and idols. 

2. What “Unequally Yoked” Communicates 

2 Corinthians 6:14 

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 

unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

The unusual verb behind “unequally yoked” is heterozygeo. It combines the idea of being differently 

matched with the image of a yoke. Because this is its only New Testament occurrence, interpreters should 

resist claiming more precision than the evidence provides. Paul does not give a technical list of every 

association that qualifies. He gives an image and then interprets it through a series of spiritual oppositions. 

A yoke binds. It places lives, labor or direction under a common controlling arrangement. That is why 

ordinary acquaintance is not automatically a yoke. Speaking with an unbelieving neighbor, serving an 

unbelieving customer, working beside an unbelieving employee or sharing a meal for ordinary hospitality 

does not necessarily establish common spiritual mastery. Paul himself assumes ongoing contact with 

unbelievers in 1 Corinthians 5:9-10. Otherwise, he says, believers would need to leave the world. 

The question is not simply, “Is an unbeliever present?” The better questions are, “What common direction 

does this arrangement create? Who controls the conscience? What happens when obedience to Christ 

conflicts with the agreement? Does participation communicate spiritual fellowship where no shared Gospel 

exists?” Those questions preserve the force of the yoke without turning Christian holiness into social fear. 

3. The Probable Old Testament Echo 

Deuteronomy 22:10 

Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together. 

Paul does not introduce 2 Corinthians 6:14 with the words “as it is written,” so it is best to say that his 

language likely echoes Deuteronomy rather than that he formally quotes it. The older command belongs to 

Israel’s laws concerning distinctions. An ox and an ass were not suited to pull one plow as one team. Their 

strength, movement and manner differed. Joined beneath one yoke, they would not advance the work in a 

healthy common direction. 
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The image does not authorize contempt for unbelievers. Paul does not tell Christians to treat other people 

as animals, nor does he deny the dignity every person bears as God’s creature. The metaphor identifies 

spiritual incompatibility. Righteousness and lawlessness cannot be harnessed to produce one moral 

direction. Christ and Belial cannot share one lordship. God’s temple and idols cannot become one 

sanctuary. 

This also explains why the common English phrase “unequally yoked” can mislead. It may sound as though 

Paul objects only to an imbalance in degree, such as one person being more mature, educated, wealthy or 

energetic than the other. His five contrasts are stronger. He speaks of opposed realms and allegiances. Two 

genuine believers can grow at different rates without belonging to different masters. The decisive question 

is not equal personality or equal maturity. It is shared allegiance to Jesus Christ. 

4. Five Questions That Interpret the Yoke 

Paul’s five rhetorical questions explain what the command means. Each expects the answer “none,” yet 

each contributes a different shade of meaning. 

• Righteousness and unrighteousness cannot establish durable participation because obedience to God 

and lawlessness move in opposite moral directions. 

• Light and darkness cannot share communion because revealed truth and spiritual darkness do not 

occupy one realm. 

• Christ and Belial cannot produce concord because the Lord Jesus cannot harmonize with the 

personification of wickedness. 

• The believer and the infidel do not possess the same spiritual portion because their final allegiance 

and inheritance differ. 

• The temple of God and idols cannot reach agreement because worship cannot be simultaneously 

devoted to the living God and to His rivals. 

The sequence begins with moral participation and ends with worship. That final contrast gives the 

paragraph its clearest interpretive center. Paul is not merely warning that cooperation may be inconvenient. 

He is guarding the holiness of the place where God has promised to dwell. The church must not arrange its 

life as though Christ and idols can negotiate shared ownership. 

This language is intentionally absolute at the level of spiritual allegiance. It does not mean that unbelievers 

never perform civic good or that believers never fail morally. It means that the realms as governed realms 

cannot be merged. The church may cooperate with neighbors to feed the hungry, protect a community or 

respond to disaster without confessing a common Gospel. It may not call contradictory gods one Lord or 

surrender Christian conscience to an arrangement that requires disobedience. 
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5. “Ye Are the Temple of the Living God” 

2 Corinthians 6:16 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as 

God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people. 

The climax is corporate before it is individual. Paul tells the gathered people, “Ye are the temple.” God has 

placed His name, presence and covenant claim among them. The church is not a voluntary club free to 

redefine its spiritual center. It belongs to the God who dwells and walks among His people. 

In the Old Testament, bringing idols into holy space was not religious variety. It was covenant treachery. 

Paul applies that temple logic to the church. The issue is not that believers might catch unbelief through 

proximity. The issue is that the people who confess God’s presence must not welcome rival worship into 

the fellowship that bears His name. 

This is why the argument ends at idols. Idolatry is larger than a carved image. It is the transfer of trust, 

worship, obedience or ultimate value from the Creator to something created. A modern yoke may not 

include a visible shrine, yet it can still require a believer to place profit, approval, romance, institutional 

success or personal safety above obedience to Christ. The form changes. The rivalry remains. 

6. The Old Testament Promise Chain 

Paul gathers and adapts language from several Old Testament passages. Leviticus 26 and Ezekiel 37 

promise that God will dwell and walk among His people. Isaiah 52 calls those carrying the vessels of the 

LORD to depart from uncleanness. Ezekiel repeatedly uses departure and gathering language. Second 

Samuel 7 speaks of the royal son, and Paul expands the covenant family language to “sons and daughters.” 

The precise wording is woven from several texts, but the movement is consistent: divine presence, holy 

separation, covenant reception and family belonging. 

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 

unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 

daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

Separation is therefore not movement into emptiness. God does not say, “Leave every unbeliever and 

belong to no one.” He calls His people away from defilement so they may enjoy the relationship already 

promised in His covenant. They leave rival worship for the Father who receives them. Holiness is not 

loneliness when God Himself is the promised dwelling, Father and God of His people. 
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The promise also corrects legalism. Paul does not offer acceptance as a wage earned by isolation. He 

reminds the church who God has declared them to be and then calls them to live consistently with that 

identity. Grace-grounded belonging produces separation from idols. It does not make separation a ladder 

by which sinners climb into God’s family. 

7. The Conclusion Is Holiness 

2 Corinthians 7:1 

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 

flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

The chapter division can hide Paul’s conclusion. The words “having therefore these promises” reach back 

to God’s dwelling, receiving and fatherly relationship. Because God has promised His presence, believers 

cleanse themselves. The command is active, comprehensive and communal: “Let us.” Holiness touches 

flesh and spirit, conduct and inward allegiance. 

“Perfecting holiness” does not teach sinless perfection achieved by human effort. It describes bringing 

holiness toward its intended maturity in reverent response to God. The believer does not merely avoid a 

suspicious contract. He examines the loves, fears and loyalties that made compromise attractive. The 

church does not merely remove an idol from the room. It asks whether its worship, teaching, money and 

partnerships remain ordered under Christ. 

A marriage application that never reaches holiness is too small. Paul’s warning addresses the whole person 

and the whole church. It asks whether any binding arrangement trains the heart to normalize what God 

forbids or to silence what Christ commands. Marriage is one important arena, but worship is the underlying 

issue beneath every arena. 

8. What Was Happening in Corinth? 

Corinth was saturated with temples, household gods, civic cults, trade relationships and meals that could 

carry religious meaning. First Corinthians 8-10 shows that believers needed careful instruction about food 

offered to idols. Meat sold in the market could be eaten without interrogation, but participation at an idol’s 

table could not be joined to the Lord’s table. That parallel gives the idol-feast interpretation of 2 Corinthians 

6 substantial strength. 

The wider letter also describes teachers who boasted in status, challenged Paul and threatened the church’s 

simplicity toward Christ. Second Corinthians 11 warns about another Jesus, another spirit and another 

gospel. Paul says the Corinthians tolerated men who brought them into bondage. Because 6:11-13 and 7:2 
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frame the disputed paragraph with appeals to receive Paul, the false-apostle interpretation also has 

substantial strength. 

The text does not name a single banquet, contract or teacher as the exclusive referent. It is possible that 

cultic practice and corrupt leadership overlapped. A social alliance could carry temple obligations, and a 

false teacher could make accommodation with idolatry sound spiritually respectable. The commentary 

should therefore distinguish certainty from proposal. Idolatry and incompatible allegiance are explicit. The 

precise local arrangement remains uncertain. 

This uncertainty does not empty the command. Readers often assume that application requires 

reconstructing one lost event with total confidence. It does not. Paul has supplied the theological categories 

by which the church can evaluate many binding arrangements. Responsible humility about the occasion 

can coexist with firmness about the principle. 

9. Separation Is Not Social Isolation 

1 Corinthians 5:9-10 

I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: Yet not altogether with the 

fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye 

needs go out of the world. 

Paul explicitly denies that Christian separation requires withdrawal from ordinary contact with unbelievers. 

Jesus ate with publicans and sinners. Christians are sent into the world as witnesses. Love of neighbor, 

hospitality, commerce, employment, civic cooperation and compassionate service all place believers beside 

people who do not share their faith. 

The boundary is participation that communicates approval, fellowship or shared mastery in what opposes 

God. First Corinthians 10 allows market food and ordinary meals while forbidding communion with devils 

at an idol’s table. The same outward object can carry different meaning in different settings. Discernment 

must ask what the act signifies, not merely who is present. 

This distinction protects the church from two opposite errors. Assimilation says that love requires spiritual 

compromise. Sectarianism says that holiness requires avoiding people. Biblical mission refuses both. 

Christians can remain present, truthful and kind without pretending that darkness is light. Separation from 

idolatry should make Christian witness clearer, not make Christian love disappear. 
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10. Is Paul Talking About Marriage? 

The direct exegetical answer is no. Paul does not name husbands, wives, weddings, divorce or one-flesh 

union in 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1. The church should not present the verse as though it were written in 

response to the question, “May a Christian marry a non-Christian?” The paragraph addresses incompatible 

spiritual allegiance and idolatrous participation. 

The canonical answer is that marriage remains a serious application. Marriage is among the strongest 

voluntary yokes a person can enter. Genesis describes husband and wife as one flesh. Ephesians 5 orders 

Christian marriage under the relationship between Christ and the church. A household makes continuing 

decisions about worship, children, money, sexuality, time, suffering and moral obedience. Divided ultimate 

allegiance will not remain a small private difference. 

The careful formulation is not, “This verse has nothing to do with marriage.” That overcorrects the 

traditional use and erases a legitimate implication. Nor is the careful formulation, “This verse is Paul’s 

marriage prohibition.” That makes an application sound like the immediate subject. A better sentence is: 

“Paul is not naming marriage here. He is naming incompatible allegiance, and marriage is one of the most 

consequential places where that allegiance matters.” 

11. “Only in the Lord” and Prospective Marriage 

1 Corinthians 7:39 

The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at 

liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. 

This is Paul’s most direct marriage language for a believer choosing a spouse. The verse directly concerns 

a widow, and responsible exposition should say so. Yet “only in the Lord” places her freedom inside 

Christian allegiance. She is free to marry whom she will, but Christian freedom is not independence from 

Christ. 

Many evangelical interpreters understand the phrase to require marriage to a fellow believer. Others have 

argued that it may describe marrying in a manner consistent with the Lord. The ordinary personal force of 

the phrase, Paul’s theology of marriage and the divided-allegiance concern together make the fellow-

believer reading strong. Still, pastoral discernment must reach beyond a label. A verbal claim to 

Christianity cannot substitute for credible allegiance to Christ. 

This does not authorize believers to demand equal temperament, identical background or complete 

doctrinal uniformity. Christian spouses may differ in maturity and disagree on secondary matters. The 
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question is whether both can truthfully place the marriage under one Lord, receive Scripture as governing 

authority and move toward the same Gospel center. 

12. Existing Mixed-Faith Marriages 

1 Corinthians 7:12-13 

But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be 

pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. And the woman which hath an husband that 

believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 

Paul’s instruction is unmistakable. When an unbelieving spouse consents to remain, the believer must not 

initiate divorce merely because the spouse is an unbeliever. This may describe marriages formed before 

one spouse came to faith or other mixed marriages already in existence. In either case, the Gospel does not 

teach the believer to treat the household as polluted and disposable. 

The phrase “I, not the Lord” does not reduce the command to uninspired opinion. Paul distinguishes a case 

not directly addressed in the recorded sayings of Jesus from the earlier divorce teaching that Jesus did 

address. Paul then gives apostolic instruction to the church. 

This passage and 2 Corinthians 6 answer different pastoral moments. One governs the wisdom of entering 

a binding union whose direction will be divided. The other governs faithfulness after a marriage already 

exists. Confusing those moments can produce cruelty. A warning against voluntary compromise must not 

be converted into permission to abandon a willing spouse. 

13. Sanctified Does Not Mean Automatically Saved 

1 Corinthians 7:14 

For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the 

husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. 

Paul reassures the believing spouse that the marriage is not religiously contaminated. The presence of an 

unbeliever does not make the covenant illegitimate, the believer unclean or the children spiritually polluted. 

The unbelieving spouse is set within a privileged relational sphere touched by the believer’s presence, 

prayer and witness. 

Sanctified here cannot mean regenerated or automatically saved. Paul continues to call the spouse an 

unbeliever, and verse 16 refuses a guarantee of conversion. Salvation remains personal and comes through 

faith in Christ. The believer may hope, pray and live faithfully, but should not carry the impossible burden 

of ensuring the spouse’s response. 
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1 Corinthians 7:16 

For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O 

man, whether thou shalt save thy wife? 

The question has been read as encouragement to hope and as a reminder of uncertainty. Either reading 

excludes presumption. Christian witness is real, but conversion belongs to God. The believing spouse 

honors Christ without manipulation, coercion or the claim that enough faithfulness must inevitably produce 

the desired result. 

14. If the Unbelieving Spouse Departs 

1 Corinthians 7:15 

But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such 

cases: but God hath called us to peace. 

Paul does not command the believer to maintain the marriage by force when the unbelieving spouse 

abandons it. “Let him depart” recognizes a painful limit. The believer is not required to deny Christ, submit 

to coercion or manufacture peace by accepting every demand. 

The meaning of “not under bondage” and its implications for remarriage have been debated extensively. 

Some traditions understand abandonment to release the believer for remarriage. Others distinguish release 

from the duty to prevent departure from freedom to remarry. This commentary does not resolve that larger 

dispute because 2 Corinthians 6:14 cannot carry it, and a responsible answer requires a dedicated whole-

Bible study of divorce, abandonment and remarriage. 

What can be said clearly is that mixed faith alone does not command divorce, while actual abandonment 

is not to be resisted through spiritual captivity. God’s call to peace must be handled together with truth, 

safety and covenant seriousness. 

15. The Old Testament Concern Was Allegiance, Not Ethnicity 

Deuteronomy 7:3-4 

Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor 

his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For they will turn away thy son from following me, that 

they may serve other gods. 

The stated danger is religious defection: “they may serve other gods.” The command belongs to Israel’s 

covenant situation and cannot be reduced to a modern slogan, yet its moral concern is clear. Marriage can 

become a channel through which the heart is turned from the LORD. 
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Solomon’s history confirms the danger. His many wives turned away his heart after other gods. Wisdom, 

experience and status did not neutralize divided worship. Yet Ruth and Rahab show that foreign origin was 

not identical to unbelief. Ruth confessed, “thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.” Rahab 

confessed the LORD’s supremacy and was incorporated among God’s people. Covenant allegiance, not 

racial purity, governs the Biblical pattern. 

Ezra and Nehemiah record severe postexilic actions in a national-covenant crisis. Those texts should not 

be used as a simple template telling Christians to divorce unbelieving spouses, especially when 1 

Corinthians 7 directly instructs the church otherwise. The whole canon must control pastoral application. 

16. Dating, Engagement and Credible Profession 

Dating is not marriage, but its ordinary direction should not be ignored. If a relationship is intentionally 

moving toward covenant, the question of shared allegiance belongs near the beginning rather than after 

affection, finances and family expectations have made honest judgment more painful. The church should 

speak early with compassion, not late with panic. 

An engagement announcement, deposit or wedding plan does not create covenant authority. Sunk cost 

cannot transform a spiritually divided union into wisdom. At the same time, counsel should not be harsh 

or theatrical. The people involved may be frightened, embarrassed or deeply attached. Slowing the process, 

asking truthful questions and inviting pastoral counsel are more faithful than public shame. 

When both people identify as Christian, discernment becomes more careful. Pastors cannot see the heart 

infallibly, and believers do not mature evenly. Credible profession includes more than vocabulary. Does 

the person confess the Biblical Christ, receive the Gospel of grace, submit in principle to Scripture, 

participate meaningfully in Christian fellowship and show a life that can be corrected by the Lord? The 

goal is not to certify perfection. It is to discern governing allegiance. 

17. Pregnancy Does Not Create an Automatic Duty to Marry 

A premarital pregnancy creates serious moral responsibilities. The child must be protected, loved and 

supported. The father and mother must repent where sin has occurred and accept the duties of parenthood. 

None of those truths automatically proves that the two parents should enter marriage when the proposed 

union is spiritually unsafe or fundamentally divided. 

Churches sometimes try to repair the appearance of one sin by rushing a couple into a lifelong covenant. 

That can add coercion, resentment and future instability to an already difficult situation. Marriage should 

not be used as a public-relations device. The right response requires care for the child, honest repentance, 

material responsibility, careful assessment of the relationship and freedom from manipulation. 
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A pastor asked to officiate a believer-unbeliever wedding should speak early, clearly and kindly. If the 

pastor believes the union conflicts with Christian marriage, participating in the ceremony would 

communicate an affirmation the pastor cannot honestly give. Refusal should not become rejection of the 

people. Ongoing counsel, practical care and an open invitation to hear the Gospel should remain where 

possible. 

18. Abuse and Immediate Safety 

The command to remain married to a willing unbelieving spouse must never be used as shorthand for 

remaining physically exposed to violence, threats, coercive control or immediate danger. Physical 

separation for safety and the final moral judgment concerning a marriage covenant are related, but they are 

not identical questions. 

When danger is present, the church’s first responsibilities include protecting life, contacting appropriate 

authorities when required, securing safe housing and obtaining wise pastoral and professional help. An 

abuser’s willingness to keep the victim within reach is not the peaceful consent envisioned by 1 Corinthians 

7. Neither marital permanence nor submission language grants another person permission to terrorize. 

This commentary does not attempt to settle every divorce and remarriage case. It does insist on a guardrail: 

no interpretation of “unequally yoked” or “let him not put her away” may erase the Biblical duty to protect 

the vulnerable, confront evil and tell the truth about coercion. 

19. Other Modern Yokes 

If the passage is reduced to marriage, the church may miss alliances much closer to Paul’s immediate 

concern. A business partnership can become a yoke when joint ownership gives another person power to 

require fraud, exploitation or dishonest reporting. Employment among unbelievers is not automatically 

such a yoke, but a job that requires sin creates a different problem from ordinary workplace contact. 

A ministry platform becomes a yoke when shared worship or teaching communicates that contradictory 

gospels are spiritually interchangeable. Cooperation in common civic good is not identical to ecclesial 

fellowship. Christians can work beside others to relieve suffering without pretending to share one 

confession. The more an activity claims worship, sacrament, Gospel authority or spiritual endorsement, the 

more directly 2 Corinthians 6 applies. 

Even a Christian label does not end discernment. A ministry, school, denomination or public personality 

may use Christian language while placing conscience under money, celebrity, politics or false doctrine. 

The pastoral yoke test remains useful: What common direction is created? Who becomes master at the 
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point of conflict? What does participation communicate? Can the believer remain present and faithful 

without surrendering conscience or worship? 

20. A Responsible Interpretive Method 

This study illustrates a method worth carrying into other Biblical questions. First, read the complete literary 

unit. Verse 14 must be read through 7:1, including the temple-idol climax and the holiness conclusion. 

Second, identify what the passage states directly. Marriage is not named. Idolatry, spiritual opposition, 

divine presence and separation from uncleanness are named. 

Third, distinguish immediate meaning from canonical application. A passage can address one historical 

problem and establish a principle that reaches another area. Fourth, let clearer and more direct passages 

govern that application. First Corinthians 7:39 speaks to prospective marriage, while verses 12-16 speak to 

an existing mixed-faith marriage. Fifth, label uncertainty honestly. Idol feasts and false apostles are 

substantial proposals, not proved exclusive referents. 

Finally, test pastoral language for unintended harm. “Do not marry an unbeliever” and “do not divorce a 

willing unbelieving spouse” must be heard together. Separation from idolatry must not become isolation 

from people. Covenant permanence must not obscure immediate danger. Context is not merely an academic 

concern. Careful context protects people while preserving the authority of Scripture. 

A Personal Response 

This passage asks more than whether I can identify someone else as an unbeliever. It asks what governs 

me. Am I so devoted to Christ that I recognize when an agreement begins to master my conscience? Have 

I renamed compromise as kindness because I fear losing approval? Have I made romance, profit, influence 

or institutional peace more precious than a clear allegiance to the living God? 

It also asks whether my holiness resembles Jesus. Christ was separate from sin without being distant from 

sinners. He could sit at a table with those others avoided while remaining entirely faithful to His Father. If 

my separation produces contempt, pride or indifference, I have not matured in the holiness Paul describes. 

If my love requires me to conceal Christ, I have not practiced the love Jesus gives. 

For the unmarried believer, wisdom means deciding before attachment becomes control that marriage 

belongs under the Lordship of Christ. For the believer in a mixed-faith marriage, faithfulness means 

honoring the covenant, loving the spouse and bearing witness without manipulation. For the church, 

discernment means refusing spiritual compromise while remaining a place where unbelievers are 

welcomed to hear the Gospel. 

The question beneath every yoke is simple but searching: when two directions divide, who is Lord? 
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Questions for Reflection 

• What details in 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 show that Paul’s immediate emphasis is spiritual allegiance 

and idolatry rather than marriage alone? 

• Why is marriage still a serious application even though it is not named in the paragraph? 

• How does 1 Corinthians 7 distinguish entering a future union from living faithfully in an existing 

mixed-faith marriage? 

• What is the difference between ordinary contact with unbelievers and compromising spiritual 

participation? 

• Is there any partnership, platform, romance or ambition that has begun to control your conscience? 

• How can the church practice holy separation without becoming isolated, suspicious or unloving? 

• What would it look like for Christ to be visibly Lord over your closest relationships and shared 

decisions? 

The Gospel and Our First Allegiance 

The deepest division in this passage is not between respectable people and disreputable people. It is 

between the rule of Christ and the darkness of sin. Every one of us has crossed that line in the wrong 

direction. We have loved created things more than the Creator, defended our own will and failed to give 

God the worship He deserves. No careful choice of friends or spouse can cleanse that guilt. 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, entered our world without sharing our sin. He obeyed the Father perfectly, 

died on the cross for sinners and rose bodily from the grave. He bore the judgment our lawlessness deserved 

and offers forgiveness as a gift of grace. Salvation is not earned by becoming socially separate enough. It 

is received by turning from sin and trusting Christ as Lord and Saviour. 

If you have never trusted Him, you may come honestly. Admit your sin. Believe that Jesus died and rose 

for you. Call upon Him for mercy. The Lord who calls His people out of darkness also receives them as 

sons and daughters. In Christ, separation from idols becomes belonging to the living God. 

A simple prayer may express that faith: “Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and cannot save myself. I 

believe that You died for my sins and rose again. Forgive me, cleanse me and become the Lord of my life. 

I turn from my sin and place my trust in You alone. Help me to follow You faithfully. Amen.” 

Closing Prayer 

Father, thank You for receiving sinners through Jesus Christ and making Your people the temple of the 

living God. Give us wisdom to recognize every yoke that would divide our allegiance. Keep us from 

idolatry without making us fearful of people. Teach us to love unbelieving neighbors and family members 

with truth, patience and courage. Guide those considering marriage, strengthen believers already living in 

mixed-faith homes and protect those facing coercion or danger. Cleanse us from filthiness of flesh and 
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spirit and continue Your work of holiness in us. May Christ alone be Lord over our worship, conscience, 

relationships and future. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Final Commentary Conclusion 

Second Corinthians 6:14 should not be scissored from its paragraph and pasted over a question Paul was 

not directly answering. The unequal yoke is explained by righteousness and lawlessness, light and 

darkness, Christ and Belial, believer and unbeliever, and finally the temple of God and idols. God dwells 

among His people. Therefore, the church must reject binding participation in spiritual compromise and 

pursue holiness in the fear of God. 

Marriage is not the immediate subject, but marriage is not exempt from the principle. Read with 1 

Corinthians 7:39, a Christian contemplating marriage should seek a spouse “in the Lord,” someone whose 

credible allegiance allows the covenant to move under one Master. Read with 1 Corinthians 7:12-16, a 

Christian already married to a willing unbeliever should not initiate divorce merely because faith is not 

shared. The believer remains faithful, bears witness and hopes without presuming upon conversion. 

The final answer is neither careless traditionalism nor careless correction. Paul is not naming marriage in 

2 Corinthians 6:14. He is naming incompatible allegiance. That allegiance governs marriage, ministry, 

worship and every arrangement that claims shared spiritual direction. Not every relationship is a yoke. A 

yoke binds two lives to one direction under one master. For the Christian, that Master must remain Jesus 

Christ. 

Read in context, the passage guards exclusive allegiance to the living God. Read canonically, that 

allegiance teaches Christians both how to choose a future covenant and how to live faithfully within a 

covenant that already exists. 
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